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Dear Reader:

This book celebrates seventy-five years o f the unique social environment which is Manor Country 
Club. During those seventy-five years, Manor’s survival was tested by events such as the Great Depression, 
World War II, Korean War, and a devastating fire. Throughout these hard times, Manor’s members and 
employees remained confident in the future—knowing their sacrifices were worthwhile.

Although Manor is a country club, our members know it to be more than just another country club. 
Manor is a club where three generations of a family are represented on our membership list; where 
members share together the joys o f births and weddings; and grieve together over their losses. Today, 
with the large number o f children active in Manor’s golf, swimming, and tennis programs, Manor will 
undoubtedly continue to attract future generations among its membership.

ffi:

Enjoy your review o f the past seventy-five years, but remember to also look forward to the future. The 
founders, who accomplished so much, started with little more than a vision. Certainly, we can continue 
to add to their legacy and accomplish much during the next seventy-five years. In addition to a quality 
golf course, new clubhouse, and vital membership, we have added new social and athletic opportunities 
like a fitness center, a new tennis building, expanded restaurants, and gorgeous landscaping. May we 
enjoy all that we have and make the sacrifices necessary to ensure that our children and grandchildren 
will be able to enjoy Manor Country Club in the next seventy-five years and beyond.

Sincerely,

Joseph Bell, President 
1998 Board o f Governors
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P R E F A C E

Last year was the 75th anniversary o f the 
founding o f Manor Country Club. It was also a 
year o f major initiatives to upgrade its facilities 
and the general services it offers to its members. 
Principal among these was the renovation o f the 
clubhouse, a renovation sufficiently extensive 
as to be considered a rebuilding of the clubhouse. 
Important enhancements were also made to the 
g o lf course and the tennis and swim m ing 
facilities. All o f these initiatives have reached 
fruition this year in addition to a well-equipped 
fitness center in the clubhouse.

The marking o f a 75th anniversary and the 
accomplishment o f important improvements in 
the Club’s facilities would appear a most ap-
propriate time to review Manor Country Club’s 
history— to look back to its origins; to consider 
the challenges it faced and overcame and the 
influences that shaped its development; and to 
remember the good times that its members had 
in participating in sports, games, and social 
activities. That is the purpose of this book.

The narrative to follow is based on doc-
umentation that is fragmentary and incomplete. 
Records the Club may have maintained to cover 
its early years were destroyed in 1952 when the 
Club’s original clubhouse was consumed by a 
devastating fire. Inform ation on the C lub’s 
history for the period to that important date came 
from the files o f the developers and early 
members o f the Club, from reference to standard 
histories o f M ontgomery County, and from 
interviews with early Club members possessed 
of long memories. The documentation for the 
period after the fire is also far from complete. 
Therefore, reliance on what happened over a 
period of nearly fifty years has, by necessity, had

to be placed on a limited number of the Club’s 
Annual Reports, from Manor newsletters gleaned 
from the files of the Club membership and their 
families and, from interviews with a number of 
Club members who graciously agreed to search 
their memories regarding Club developments. 
Although in some areas, our resources are scarce, 
we have corroborated our findings as much as 
possible. Unfortunately, we were unable to 
include a record o f the winners of major tennis 
and golf tournaments over the years because we 
did not have complete records; therefore we 
could only focus on the events themselves and 
name first place winners only.

In short, the narrative to follow must be 
understood to constitute our effort to collect and 
assemble available written evidence, to draw on 
the memories o f members, and to interpret and 
interpolate this information in providing an 
account of the history of Manor Country Club.

We wish to thank Chris Rice who in 1994 
persevered to gain Board of Governors’ approval 
to have a Club history written in honor of 
Manor’s 75th anniversary, who motivated us to 
take on this project in 1995 in behalf of the Club, 
and for her assistance in gathering source 
material to support its production.

We wish to thank all o f the people who 
contributed their time, support, answers to 
questions, written records, and pictures kept over 
the years: Chris Rice, the Daily family. Chuck 
and Molly Francis, the E. Brooke Lee family, 
Alice Mennitt, Dennis Barnes, Audrey and Ray 
Worthington, Becky and Dale Lowe, Mary Jane 
and Don Walton, Gail Horvath. Rita and John 
Molyneaux, Chuck and Teri Swanke, Mike 
Oristian, Andy Miller, Ollie Robinson. Jimmy
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Reid, Coleman Plecker, Larry Velten, Jack and 
Aurelia Hewitt, Gib Crockett, Dick Sherman, 
Vince Pepper, Bill Dorasavage, Dick and Josie 
Dietrick, Dement Bonifant, Lynn Boynton, Joe 
Cardaci, Helen Louise Morris, Marge Carbo, 
June and Joe Conte, the Fraley family, Robert 
Brownell, Charles Llewellyn, and Marion Brown 
Booth. We also want to thank Bill Steed, Nick 
Parker, Chuck Swanke, and John Ogilvie for 
helping us cull through the records and providing 
summaries o f their reading. We want to thank 
those who so graciously took the time to read 
the manuscript for accuracy: Coleman Plecker, 
Larry Velten, Marion Brown Booth, Joe Cardaci, 
Carol and Ned Longson, Diane Schmidt, Don 
Scudder, Rita and John Molyneaux, Mary Jane 
and Don Walton, Gene and June Houpert, Chuck 
and Molly Francis, Mike Oristian, and Lorraine 
and Charlie Johnson. We appreciate the time and 
creativity of Adrienne Tobin and Elnora Gloss 
who helped to provide the centerpieces on the 
ballroom tables in preparation for the pro-
fessional photographs. We want to thank Elsa 
Jablonski for providing a set o f professional 
editor’s eyes and reading the entire text under 
deadline pressure. We appreciate the Board of 
Governors’ belief in the value o f our work.

Finally, we especially want to thank Ted Struble 
who carried out many tasks to further this project 
along and the continuous patience and support 
from the Coleman family until this long and 
painstaking task came to an end.

This book is dedicated to the memory of the 
Club’s founders and its past members who had 
the vision and courage to establish the Club and 
start it on its way, and to subsequent developers 
and members who were resolute in overcoming 
many challenges to the continued existence of 
Manor Country Club. It is also dedicated to the 
current membership who recently expressed 
their faith in the Club’s future by authorizing an 
assessment o f the Club’s membership and an 
increase in Club dues and the restructuring and 
expansion of its indebtedness, actions that made 
possible the funding for all im provements 
mentioned at the outset o f this introduction. 
These latter actions, in a most tangible way, 
match the foresightedness and faith held by the 
developers and early members o f the Club. It is 
to be hoped that when the Club reaches its 100th 
anniversary it will be as vibrant and cohesive as 
it is today and will be providing as much fun 
and pleasure to members and their families.

Peggy Barnhill and Grace Coleman
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I N T R O D U C T I O N

M anor Club, the predecessor o f M anor 
Country Club, established in 1922, was “out in 
the country,” well away from the District of 
Columbia and the closest towns of Rockville, 
Silver Spring, and Olney. While these distances 
are easily managed today, they were not during 
the Club’s early years. To get to the Club from 
the District line required taking a two-lane dirt 
road ( Georgia Avenue) in a car of1920s vintage. 
Moreover, there was no public transportation to 
the Club for many years, a situation that impaired 
access to the Club not only for its members but 
also its employees.

Despite the relative remoteness o f Club site, 
its founders recognized many features that would 
attract families and individuals from the District 
of Columbia and other surrounding communities. 
The property was located on a site offering 
beautiful views o f the surrounding countryside 
and the Catoctin mountains to the north. It also 
had sufficient acreage for a twenty-seven hole 
golf course, tennis courts, a swimming pool, 
stables for horses and grounds for riding, and 
other Club facilities. Also a large manor house 
was on the property that could serve as a club-
house. At the same time, acreage around the 
premises o f the Club could be subdivided into 
lots for a community o f weekend cottage and 
home sites. Thus, while distances from the Club 
were relatively lengthy, the founders believed 
that families in the area would find membership 
in the Club attractive.

The founders conceived o f the Club offering 
two essential types o f  m em berships, both 
necessary to establish the Club and its facilities 
and to assure its viability. First, purchasers of 
the lots were to become community members

with rights to such status to be conveyed with 
the lot in perpetuity, a right deemed essential by 
the original developer, and all subsequent 
developers, because it enhanced the salability 
of the lots at a good price. Also, it was essential 
to sell the lots on this basis because the revenues 
would provide the funds to cover the cost of the 
Club’s land and buildings, of constructing the 
golf course and other sports facilities, and of 
converting the manor house into a clubhouse. 
In addition, such revenues from the lot sales were 
to be the source of profits for the founders to 
reward themselves for risking their capital and 
devoting their efforts to establishing the Club 
and its community. At the same time, there were 
also to be active members who would not own a 
lot in the community, but who would otherwise 
participate in all Club activities on the same basis 
as community members. The initiation fees and 
dues paid by these members would pay for future 
capital improvements and meet the operating 
costs o f the Club.

The founders envisioned establishing a 
country club and a community of homes, each 
o f which would reinforce the other, and in turn 
be reinforced by other members who would not 
want to acquire a lot in the community but who 
would want to partake in the activities of the 
country club. (See the next chapter.)

Subsequent events have confirm ed the 
wisdom of the founder’s vision, although not 
w ithout considerable difficulty, pain, and 
uncertainty over the course of its history. That 
experience, which covers three quarters of the 
twentieth century is the story to be told in this 
brief history. The first chapter outlines in some 
detail the origins and establishment o f the Club
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and its surrounding community, the reorgan-
ization subsequently required by the hard 
economic times of the 1930s, the major challenge 
to the Club’s viability resulting from World War 
II, the fire that destroyed the original clubhouse 
in 1952 just as the Club was recovering, and 
other challenges that the Club has faced since 
its founding. The second chapter addresses the 
social life experienced at the Club over its many 
decades. The third chapter relates the de-
velopment o f some o f the homes in the Manor 
community and the fourth through the seventh 
chapters focus on the sporting activities and 
games enjoyed at the Club. The final chapter 
provides short b iograph ies o f  the C lu b ’s 
founding and select early members.



C H A P T E R  1

Formation and Development 
of Manor Country Club

O rig ins

Piscataway Indians once hunted the land now 
occupied by the fairways and grounds o f Manor 
Country Club. A trail, used by these Indians when 
trad ing , and som etim es w arring  w ith  the 
Susquehannocks and Senecas to the North, is now 
Georgia Avenue. After the English colonists 
arrived in Maryland in 1634, relations with the 
Piscataway were initially quite amicable. But 
eventually, m isunderstandings and confron-
tations, largely resulting from the unceasing 
demands o f the oncoming colonists for land, 
caused the Piscataway to abandon their fields, 
villages, and hunting and fishing grounds and 
move w estw ard beyond w hat are now the 
boundaries o f Montgomery County.

The majority o f the settlers coming to the 
Maryland colony were o f English or Scottish 
descent. They came for a variety of reasons: most, 
at least at the outset, to escape religious per-
secution with the hope that they would be able to 
follow their faith in the new colony free o f 
governm ental persecution; others were in-
dentured servants who, after fulfilling their 
contractual obligations, could own land in their 
own right; still others were adventurers seeking 
the excitement o f the frontier as well as the 
promise o f a new life with greater wealth.

Colonists displacing the Piscataway did so 
by receiving grants o f land tracts from the 
p ro p rie to rs  o f  the M ary land  colony, the 
Second Lord Baltimore and his successors. One 
such grant was made in 1718 to Major John 
Bradford for a tract or “patent” of 4,892 acres. 
John Bradford was a storekeeper in Charlestown 
on the Patuxent River and a wealthy man by 
the standards o f the time. The tract, named 
“Bradford’s Rest,” was subsequently subdivided 
and resold many times. In 1849, one o f these 
subdivided tracts of 925 acres was sold to Charles 
Abert and his wife, Constancia (Bache) Abert. 
The property now owned by Manor Country Club 
made up part of this acreage.

C harles A bert was, for m any years, a 
distinguished lawyer in Maryland and the District 
of Columbia. Among his many accomplishments 
was the pleading of a number o f cases before the 
Supreme Court of the United States. He also 
served as a director of the Mutual Fire Insurance 
Company of Montgomery County, and in 1864, 
was selected by the Governor o f Maryland to 
serve on the first commission established to 
administer the state school system. Constancia 
(Bache) Abert was a granddaughter of Benjamin 
Franklin’s only daughter, Sarah, whose husband, 
Richard Bache, Sr., succeeded his father-in-law 
as Postmaster General of the United States.
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In the late 1850s, the A berts began 
construction o f “Homewood,” a manor house 
that was to have walls two feet thick made of 
stone quarried  on the ir property. It was 
completed in 1861, and the Aberts moved in, 
raised their seven children, and lived out their 
lives there. This mansion would eventually serve 
as Manor Country Club’s first clubhouse, and 
the estate with its mansion having been referred 
to as “The Manor” for many years is the source 
of the Club’s name.

By the time Charles Abert died in 1897, 
having been predeceased by Constancia, more 
than 500 acres of the family’s original property 
holdings had been sold. A bert’s heirs sold 
“Homewood” with its remaining grounds in 
1899 to Tarrelton B. and Albert Stabler, members 
of a family long prominent in the Sandy Spring 
community. A few years later, the Stablers sold 
the property to George H. Earle, Sr., who had 
been Governor of Pennsylvania and Mayor of 
Philadelphia. Earle held the property for several 
years, using it only occasionally as a weekend 
retreat. In 1916, he sold the property to Louis

Jefferies, an engineer, who in turn sold it to Fred 
S. Hardesty, a railroad company executive, in 
1918. Both made significant improvements to 
the grounds and the mansion.

Form ative Ifears
Hardesty sold “Homewood” and its grounds 

in September 1921 to the Foreston Manor Club, 
a club newly incorporated in the District of 
Columbia. The names o f the Club’s officers 
listed in the incorporation, all prominent in the 
District or surrounding Maryland area, were 
William E. Richardson, Walter C. Balderston, 
Stanley Willis, John Brewer, and T. Howard 
Duckett. ( See final chapter for selected short 
biographies.)

The purchasers believed there was need for 
a country club to serve the eastern part o f 
Montgomery County and the District and saw 
the “Homewood” property as having great 
potential for that purpose. They determined that 
part o f the acreage could accommodate a twenty- 
seven hole golf course, tennis courts, swimming 
pool, and stables for horses and paths for riding,

The raw makings of a country club.
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and that, after modification, the manor house 
would serve quite effectively as a clubhouse. The 
remainder o f the property’s acreage could be 
developed and subdivided into lot sites for 
weekend cottages or year-round home sites. They 
believed that the sale o f these lots could also be 
the source o f  capital to underwrite the im-
provements needed to transform the property 
into a recreational club.

Located in the hills o f Norbeck overlooking 
Rock Creek Valley on one side and Montgomery 
County Valley on the other, the property was also 
seen to have aesthetic and physical attractions. 
It offered panoram ic views o f  Sugar L oaf 
Mountain and other notable landmarks of the 
surrounding countryside. Its elevation1 offered 
the prospect of receiving cool breezes during the 
humid days and nights o f the summertime. 
Being approximately fifteen miles from the 
W hite H ouse and less from Silver Spring, 
Rockville, and other surrounding towns, the 
owners believed that the property was accessible 
to potential members and lot owners.

Despite its promise, members of Foreston 
M anor Club soon realized  that additional 
financial resources and the assistance o f others 
would be needed to complete what they had 
started. They invited other prominent men to join 
them . In the cou rse  o f  b ring ing  in new 
participants, it must have been decided that 
separate corporate entities should be established 
for the country club and the organization that 
was to develop the property and the residential 
lots and promote club membership and lot sales. 
Accordingly, in August 1922, the Sixteenth Street

1 The highest elevation in M ontgomery County is Damascus at 
800feet; Olney registers at 544feet; and the Zeller home located 
at the top o f  Carrolton Road/Bretton Road at 499feet. Sugarloaj 
is at 1,281 feet.

Highlands of Maryland was incorporated in the 
state of Delaware. In addition to those noted 
above as members of the Foreston Manor Club, 
the incorporation papers for the Sixteenth Street 
Highlands list E. Brooke Lee, Charles H. Zeller, 
and Walter L. Funderburk as founders of this 
com pany. (See final chapter for selected 
biographies.)

Work was begun in the fall of 1922 to clear 
the woods on parts o f the “Homewood” estate 
and to start improvements on the mansion. Also, 
William S. Flynn, designer of some of the most 
famous golf courses in the United States, was 
hired to lay out plans for constructing twenty- 
seven golf holes on the property.

Sixteenth Street Highlands of Maryland, Inc. 
formally acquired the “Homewood” property 
from the Foreston Manor Club in January 1923. 
Two months later, Manor Club was incorporated 
in the District o f Columbia. It is not clear from 
the records whether all members of the board of 
directors o f the Sixteenth Street Highlands also 
served on Manor Club’s first board of governors 
but there was considerable overlapping, and it 
is clear that T. Howard Duckett and E. Brooke 
Lee who served, respectively, as the Club’s and 
Sixteenth Street Highlands first presidents, 
assumed general leadership and operating 
responsibilities. E. Brooke Lee claimed to have 
functioned much as both Manor Club President 
and owner o f the company Sixteenth Street 
H ighlands. Both he and D uckett actively 
promoted the sale o f the lots and took re-
sponsibility for authorizing bank loans to give 
Manor Club a more adequate amount of working 
capital for making Club facility improvements.

An agreement was established between the 
Board of Governors of the newly formed Manor 
Club and Sixteenth Str eet Highlands of Maryland
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Inc. (or the “Syndicate” as it came to be called) 
that defined their respective obligations, rights, 
and privileges. The principal ones were as follows:
1. The “Syndicate” agreed to divide its prop-

erty holdings in the following manner: 
Homewood and its supporting buildings and 
200 acres o f the grounds surrounding it were 
to be converted into a clubhouse, golf course, 
tennis courts, swimming pool, and other 
facilities fo r  use by Club members. The 
remaining acres were to be subdivided by the 
“Syndicate ” into lots for a residential com-
munity called Manor Park. Additionally, 
the “Syndicate ” was responsible fo r  con-
structing the infrastructure (roads, a water 
system, and electric service) to support these 
lot sites and the Club. Also, to enable the Club 
to begin imm ediately to accomplish its 
development activities, the “Syndicate" agreed 
to advance the Club money to finance them.

2. The “Syndicate” also agreed that, after 100 
cottage sites had been sold and paid for, 
it w ould convey to the C lub title  to 
“Homewood,” its supporting buildings, and 
acreage. The “Syndicate” further agreed that 
it would pay to the Club 20 percent o f the 
revenues it earned from the sale of the first 
100 cottage sites and 10 percent o f the 
revenues from the sale o f all remaining 
cottage sites. The Club agreed to use these 
funds to repay all advances received from 
the “Syndicate” and to use the remainder for 
further capital improvements.

3. The Club agreed to set its total membership 
at 860 and that, of this total, the first 100 
purchasers o f property sites in the com-
munity would be made life (or founding) 
members of the Club with full privileges who

would be exempt from the paym ent o f 
initiation fees, dues, or assessments. These 
rights were to convey in perpetuity when 
these properties were sold and resold. The 
Club also agreed to accept as members 
purchasers o f the remaining property sites 
in the community. These would be com-
munity members, exempt from the payment 
o f initiation fees, with rights to assign this 
privilege to future buyers o f their property. 
Community members, however, would be 
obligated to pay regular Club dues and any 
levied assessments. For its part, the “Syn-
dicate” agreed to submit for the C lub’s 
approval the names o f all prospective buyers 
o f cottage sites.

4. In order to obtain additional development 
funds and to assist the Club in meeting its 
ongoing operating expenses, the Board of 
G overnors also designated three other 
m em bership categories: “active,” “non-
resident,” and “honorary” memberships. A 
maximum of 350 “active” members was to 
be accepted, accorded full Club privileges, 
and pay in itia tio n  fees, dues, and as-
sessments. In addition, to attract members 
not living in relatively easy proximity to the 
Club, the Board agreed to accept 100 non-
resident members—people living more than 
forty miles from the Club— that would pay 
full dues and assessm ents but reduced 
in itia tion  fees. Finally, to enhance the 
attraction of membership in Manor Club, the 
Board of Governors authorized ten honorary 
memberships to be extended to prominent 
persons in the District or Maryland who 
would be exempt from initiation fees, dues, 
and assessment.
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The “Syndicate’VClub agreements and the 
membership provisions set by the Club were 
expected to ensure the Club’s financial sound-
ness and stability. The Club would acquire its 
property, valued conservatively at the time 
at $200,000, without any capital investment 
whatsoever. In addition, the Club’s percentage 
portion o f the revenues from the sale o f cottage 
sites was expected to amount to approximately 
$ 100,000, an amount sufficient to repay the loan 
o f funds the “Syndicate” was to advance for 
construction o f the golf course, swimming pool, 
and o th er p ro p erty  im -
provements and to cover all 
rem aining costs o f  these 
co n s tru c tio n  ac tiv itie s .
Thus, Manor Club was to 
acquire its principal assets 
without any direct charge 
to any o f its membership 
classes. At the same time, 
the Club would have suf-
ficient on-going revenues 
from  initiation fees paid 
by new active m em bers, 
in addition to dues and as-
sessm ents paid by other 
community and non-resi- 
dential members, to enable 
it to m aintain its facilities and m eet other 
operating expenses while providing first class 
facilities and services to all o f its members.

E arly  Progress

W ith organizational arrangem ents and 
agreem ents in place, the Club and “ Syn-
dicate” began to carry out their respective 
responsibilities: the “Syndicate” advancing

funds to the Club to finance work on the man-
sion, the golf course, and other sports facilities. 
Part of the Club’s land had been cleared and used 
as a temporary golf course. William Flynn 
accommodated this work in his design for the 
twenty-seven hole golf course, and the Club 
continued its efforts on the improvements to this 
nine. The Harry Pitt nine now generally cor-
responds with this early course, although not in 
specific dimensions or order of holes. Thereafter, 
work was begun to clear the land to the east and 
north of the Club for another nine holes. These

holes generally conform to what is the back nine 
of the current eighteen hole course.

By early 1926, Club m em bers had an 
eighteen hole golf course, two tennis courts, and 
a swimming pool. In addition, the Homewood 
Mansion had been considerably enlarged and 
improved. One result of these efforts was that 
the mansion could accommodate overnight 
guests, and members began spending weekends 
or vacations at the Club.

The original Manor Country Club.
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Considerable progress had been made to 
increase membership in the Club by early 1926. 
Using the extensive social, professional, and 
political networks of its founders, the Club’s total 
membership had grown to 382: 74 were lot 
owners and thus life or founding members, 287 
were active members, 14 were nonresident 
members, and 7 were honorary members. From 
its earliest days, M anor welcom ed women 
members, and they numbered ten at this time. 
Members from the District accounted for 280 of 
the total, with the remainder mostly coming from 
Rockville, Takoma Park, Silver Spring, Chevy 
Chase, and Sandy Spring. Other communities 
represented were Friendship Heights, Brooke- 
ville, Bethesda, College Park, Bladensburg, 
Indian Head, Woodside, Laurel, Kensington, 
Derwood, Hyattsville, Sellman, Chillum, and 
Baltimore.

Toward the end o f the summer o f 1926, the 
Board of Governors concluded that the pace of 
membership growth warranted undertaking 
additional improvements to the clubhouse, the 
golf course, and other facilities. Planning was 
begun to accom plish these ends, including 
enlarging the ballroom, dining room, and kitchen; 
constructing a grill room and outdoor terrace for 
sum m er dances; im proving locker room  
facilities; and most importantly, perfecting the 
existing eighteen holes of the golf course and 
adding the “final” nine holes o f the main course 
on the west side of the Club. As is nearly always 
the case, the question to be resolved was how to 
obtain the funding to accomplish these projects 
subject to the constraints set down by the Board 
o f Governors: no bonded indebtedness incurred 
and no assessment of members.

A fter many m eetings o f  the Board o f 
Governors, a committee was established to

formulate a plan for raising the necessary funds, 
and the plan was submitted to the membership 
o f the Club at a special meeting held at the 
clubhouse on August 19, 1927. The committee 
proposed that the number o f life members (the 
purchasers of the first lots in the community) be 
increased from 100 to 150, consistent with the 
original agreement between Manor Club, Inc. 
and the “Syndicate,” and the Club would receive 
20 percent of the revenue from the sale of these 
added lots. As before, the “Syndicate” also 
agreed to provide advanced funding immediately 
to the Club so that the projects could begin with 
the understanding that funding would eventually 
be repaid from the Club’s share o f lot sales 
revenues. The Club also agreed to raise the 
maximum number of active members by fifty. 
As a result, the Club launched a new program to 
attract additional active members.

By late 1927, the Club moved forward and 
began its program of improvements. In December 
1927, the North Washington Realty Company 
was contracted to make further additions and 
improvements to the clubhouse. In November 
1927, a contract for the construction of the final 
nine hole golf course to the west of the clubhouse 
was awarded to Harry J. Collis and Associates 
of Chicago. (See Chapter 4.) The final nine holes 
were to be a most challenging project since it 
required clearing heavily wooded land. Woods-
men from Virginia were hired to complete this 
task. In E. Brooke Lee’s Memoirs, he recalls that 
he was in charge o f “a large gang o f.. .Virginia 
woodsmen whose boss was Webb Cissel, and 
they literally chopped the southwestern nine 
holes out o f the good forest..., took up the 
stumps, and leveled and seeded that land.” Harry 
Fraley, the farmer who later provided horses and 
lessons to Manor members in the 1930s, was
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Ladies on (today’s) eleventh green.

hired to bring workhorses from his farm and hitch 
them to dirt scoops to form mounds for the 
construction o f the greens.

By early 1929, the Club had a fully func-
tioning twenty-seven hole golf course (and was 
the only country club in the area that had such a 
facility), a newly renovated and expanded club-
house that possessed the charm and ambiance of 
a long established m anor house, and other 
facilities common to a first rate country club. 
The “Syndicate” also held to its pledge to build 
roads and to provide electricity and water for the 
Club and the Manor Park Community. The lake, 
formed by the still existing dam on the eleventh 
hole that was created by Charles Zeller, was part 
o f the water system. Having been established for 
some time, the Club also had a well-organized 
staff capable of delivering a full range of services 
to the Club’s members and families. At this point, 
M anor C lub m em bers m ust have seen a 
promising future for the Club. “Syndicate” 
m em bers, too, w hile perhaps som ew hat 
disappointed by the slow rate of lot sales, must 
also have viewed the future with optimism.

Unfortunately, there were 
weaknesses in both the Club’s 
and the “Syndicate’s” financial 
positions that made both highly 
vulnerable to adverse economic 
circumstances. The 1930s was to 
provide a new dimension to the 
meaning of the word adverse.

The weaknesses were, first, 
that the expenses of improving 
the Club’s facilities and running 
the Club had proven to be 

considerably greater than expected. Thus, in 
addition to its debts to the “Syndicate,” the Club 
also owed local contractors and suppliers large 
sums of money. Second, the “Syndicate,” serving 
as a source of financial resources for the Club’s 
development as well as for the development of 
M anor Park had encountered unexpected 
financial strains, presumably because lot sales 
had lagged behind expectations. To alleviate 
these strains on cash resources, the “Syndicate” 
decided to refinance and increase the mortgage 
on the properties of Manor Club and Manor 
Park, with E. Brooke Lee and T. Howard Duckett 
endorsing the mortgage. Finally, many of the 
buyers of lots from the “Syndicate” had not paid 
for them in full with cash but rather had signed 
notes with the “Syndicate.” In order to aug-
ment its cash resources, the “Syndicate” had 
discounted these notes at local banks, and Lee 
and Duckett o f the “ Syndicate” guaranteed 

these notes.
In order to d ischarge its “outside in -

debtedness,” the Manor Club decided in early 
1930 to impose a $150 assessment on all mem-

Ifears of Challenge 
an a  R eorganization



bers that Club by-laws specified as being subject 
to such charges. This, unfortunately, led to a 
substantial number o f resignations, perhaps 
partly driven by the unfolding economic sit-
uation. Consequently, the increase in funds 
obtained from those paying the assessment was 
used to offset the loss o f dues that would other-
wise have been paid by those who decided to 
resign from the Club. Money from the assess-
ment had to be diverted to defray current 
expenses even though operating costs were 
reduced to only those vital to keep the Club 
operating. A committee was appointed to confer 
with the “Syndicate” to see how these debts 
could be paid off. First, the “Syndicate” agreed 
to advance $ 15,000 to the Club if  the Club could 
raise $10,000 thus totaling a cash amount o f 
$25,000. The Board o f Governors did not feel 
it could approach the m em bership for this 
funding while it was still collecting the original 
assessm ent. C onsequently , the B oard  o f  
G overnors approached its bank to borrow  
$10,000. The bank agreed to the loan providing 
that the Board o f Governors (or two thirds of 
the en tire m em bership) endorse the note 
personally and repay the loan at $1,000 per 
month with interest. On May 12, the entire Board 
endorsed the note and went forward with the 
plan. Second, the Board of Governors secured 
an agreement from their creditors to accept 50 
cents on the dollar in settlement. Third, the 
Board o f Governors created a new membership 
class, associate, that offered all privileges of 
membership except the right to vote and hold 
office but required only a small initial investment 
as a way to increase the membership base. The 
consequence o f these three plans allowed Manor 
Club to keep up with both o f its loan payments 
as well as operating expenses.

The Club had 148 total life members by 
December 31, 1931, and the membership was 
very anxious to obtain the title and deed to the 
Club and 200 acres o f Club property. Under the 
original contract, the property was to be deeded 
to the Club when 100 lots had been purchased 
and paid for. Since 1923, the “Syndicate” had 
advanced money to the Club to support the costs 
of modifying the clubhouse, building the golf 
course and other facilities required to support 
the membership. The Board o f Governors and 
the “Syndicate” met and agreed that Manor’s 
net indebtedness for the Club property was 
$95,000 after receiving its credit under the sales 
contracts, in addition to the $15,000 advanced 
by the “Syndicate” in 1931 to assist in the 
settlement with Manor’s creditors. Therefore, the 
Club property could be deeded to the Club sub-
ject to settling these debts with the “Syndicate.” 
M anor agreed  to assum e $95,000 o f  the 
indebtedness on the Club property. The Club in 
effect assumed $95,000 o f the “Syndicate’s” 
mortgage that E. Brooke Lee and T. Howard 
Duckett endorsed in 1929. In addition, the Club 
gave the “Syndicate” a $15,000 second mort-
gage to cover the money advanced in 1931. The 
Board o f Governors anticipated that the annual 
debt service on the first trust would be $ 10,000 
and that $40,000 o f the $95,000 would be paid 
off through the commission earned from the sale 
o f community property lots over the time period 
through 1939. The Board o f Governors expected 
the $15,000 second mortgage to be paid off 
through operating revenues. At the end of 1931, 
the Club and the “Syndicate” agreed on the final 
property lines and, as soon as a survey was 
completed, the deed for the Manor Club property 
was to be drawn and filed with the Recorder of 
Deeds.
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The prosperity and optimism o f the “Syn-
dicate” and Manor Club members dimmed as 
the effects o f  the Great Depression deepened 
and spread. It became increasingly difficult 
to replace the active members who resigned in 
the face o f the assessment. Despite creating the 
associate membership, the Club was still not 
generating the revenue needed to operate its 
facilities as the Board o f Governors intended. 
Thereafter, M anor Club worked hard to bolster 
its membership, but did so only by ultimately 
eliminating the requirement o f an initiation fee 
and by greatly reducing its dues. Despite efforts 
to increase membership, the Club’s financial 
position remained under perpetual strain.

The “Syndicate’s” situation worsened. With 
the advent o f the Great Depression, many o f 
those who had purchased M anor Park lots 
found it impossible to meet the obligations on 
their notes and defaulted. Lee, Duckett, and 
others o f the founding members decided, under 
the circumstances, not to press for performance 
on these notes. The default o f the note signers 
added to the financial strain being created by a 
major decline in new lot sales. The “Syndicate” 
was also faced with the burden o f servicing 
the en larged  m ortgage arranged  in 1929. 
Indeed , the  fo u n d in g  m em bers found  it 
necessary to meet the debt obligations o f  the 
Sixteenth Street Highland corporation out o f 
their own re-sources. E. Brook Lee said, “We 
w ere ju s t  getting  s ta rted  again w hen the 
backwash o f the early big Depression produced 
another local depression in suburban Maryland, 
or perhaps the original Depression caught up 
with Duckett and me to the extent that we could 
not go any further.” The “Syndicate” members 
decided reluctantly not to continue to provide 
further support to the Club or to the Manor Park

development, and they allowed the bank to 
foreclose on the mortgage that covered the lots 
that had not been completely paid for as well 
as the unsold properties and the land deeded 
to the Club.

Fortunately, a relatively new member o f the 
Club and owner o f a lot site in Manor Park, 
Henry F. Gibbs, was willing and able to step in 
and bring fresh financial resources to the 
situation. Gibbs was the son o f the organizer 
and largest stockholder o f the People’s Drug 
Store chain which began in M aryland and 
became a national concern. He was also a man 
o f many accomplishments on his own. (See 
final chapter for selected short biographies.)

Henry Gibbs and his associates, many of 
whom were executives o f the Peoples Drug 
chain and owners o f  lots in M anor Park, 
formed a new corporation, the Manor Club 
Estates, in the District o f Columbia. Manor 
C lub E sta tes  C orp o ra tio n  su p p o rted  the 
establishment o f Manor Country Club, a newly 
formed M aryland Corporation that acquired 
the assets o f Manor Club. Agreements were 
struck between M anor C ountry Club and 
M anor Club E sta tes that m od ified  those 
agreem ents originally reached between the 
Sixteenth Street Highlands and Manor Club. 
Two o f  these  m o d ific a tio n s  w ere m ost 
important. First, the Manor Club life members, 
owners o f lots free and clear o f which there 
were only twenty-three remaining, would lose 
privileges o f the life member status but could 
become community special members o f Manor 
Country Club. In this new membership status, 
they would pay dues in an amount that could 
be no more than $60 per year less than that 
paid by active members, and they would be 
subject to assessments. Consistent with the
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previous agreem ents, com m unity  special 
members and community members would not 
pay initiation fees to join Manor Country Club, 
and these rights would be conveyed with the 
sale and resale o f these lots in Manor Park in 
perpetuity. Second, Manor Club Estates agreed 
to sell Manor Country Club the property it was 
occupying for $85,000 and to accept the Club’s 
note for payment in the future.

With the infusion o f additional capital from 
Gibbs and his associates and the establishment 
o f the new agreement between the Club and 
M anor C lub E sta tes , bo th  o rgan iza tions  
considered themselves on solid footing and

headed for better and more tranquil times. 
While records for the late 1930s and early 1940s 
are limited, it seems reasonable to assume that 
improved economic conditions made Manor 
Country Club attractive to potential lots owners 
and members.

Tke ^ a r Ifears

Once again, however, circum stances o f 
history intervened, this time in the form o f the 
Second World War. With young men off to 
war, older men turning their attention to the 
war, gas rationing restricting travel to the Club,

Westbury Road looking across Great Oak to Norbeck.
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and food rationing limiting the menu and food 
service the Club could provide, membership 
in the Club and demand for lots in the Manor 
P ark  C om m u n ity  d ec lin ed  sharp ly . A c-
cordingly, the Club struggled to survive during 
the war. Manor Club Estates sales activities 
were cut sharply, and Gibbs along with many 
o f his associates and a large number o f Manor 
members went into the service.

The resulting strain on M anor Country 
Club caused it to lose its charter in the mid 
1940s for nonpayment o f taxes. Nonetheless, 
unlike a number o f  other country clubs in the 
area, it managed to remain open, and the golf 
course and other facilities were available to 
members who were able to travel to the Club. 
In large part, this accomplishment was due to 

the dedicated work o f  W illiam  Jones who 
served as president o f  the Club from 1941 to 
1946; his wife, Lillian; and Clagett Stevens, 
the  C lub  g o lf  p ro fe ss io n a l. T hese  th ree  
managed to keep the Club open for all but two 
months o f  the war years. During the war years, 

Jones would leave his PEPCO office on Friday 
afternoon, dtop at his home to pick up his wife 
and fresh clothes and other necessaries, and 
then proceed to M anor Country Club, to re-
main there Until Monday morning. Over the 
weekend, they would send out bills, run the 
switchboard, and carry out other necessary 
w ork generally  unassisted  because o f  the 
difficulty o f  hiring help during these times. 
Stevens gerierally was there, and took care o f 
the administration and maintenance and filled 
in for Jones when he was not on hand. When 
Stevens was not available, Jones also filled in 
as g o lf professional. One o f  Jones’s great 
a c c o m p lis h m e n ts  d u r in g  th e  w ar w as

arranging for a bus line to come within an 
accessible distance to the Club. This not only 
enabled members to get to the Club but also 
provided transporta tion  for potential em -
ployees, thus alleviating some o f the shortage 
in help.

At the end o f World War II, there were only 
between 30 to 40 houses built in Manor Park 
even th o u g h  150 lo ts  had  been  so ld  to 
community members who had agreed to build 
homes on their lots by the end o f December 
1946. B uild ing m aterials were nearly im -
possible to come by during these years not only 
to build new structures but to refurbish older 
ones. Dick Dietrick, for example, remembers 
coming home from the war in the fall o f 1945 
to his uncle’s house on Crossway Road (a 
Zeller-designed house), which is D ietrick’s 
current residence. His m other w anted to 
convert the attic into a room and a bath for him. 
She asked Charlie Zeller to carry out this work, 
and he ultimately did so, but not without first 
encountering great difficulty  in obtaining 
building materials.

W hen U. S. servicemen returned from the 
war and rationing was over, the vitality o f 
Manor Country Club returned as well. After 
the war, Gibbs and his associates renewed their 
sales efforts o f Club lots which resulted in an 
influx o f new community members. Active 
membership also grew as previous members 
requested reinstatement while others in the 
su rro u n d in g  co m m u n ities  ap p lied  for 
membership as well. With its expanded fi-
nancial resources coming from initiation fees 
and an enlarged flow o f dues, the Club was 
able to discharge its delinquent tax liabilities 

and regain its charter.
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C lubhouse F ire in  1952
At 3:00 A.M. on January 26,1952, Tom 

Lancaster, a clerk for the Club living in the 
clubhouse at the time, was awakened by the 
smell of smoke. He quickly alerted the Club’s 
caretaker, George Weiss, and his wife Dottie, 
and the Assistant Manager, David Shaefer, 
all o f whom were living in the clubhouse. 
The Weiss’s and Schaefer all made it safely 
off the roof and down fire ladders to the 
ground where they and many community 
members formed a human chain to save the 
Club’s $7,000 liquor supply and an unknown 
amount o f golf equipment.

O ver tw en ty -fiv e  p ieces o f  fire  
equ ipm en t from  su rround ing  towns 
responded to the fire. But the wind was 
gusting at more than twenty miles per hour 
that night, and there was a shortage of readily
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available water—the situation finally becoming 
so acute that the firemen pumped water from 
the swimming pool. In the end, all efforts proved 
futile, and the clubhouse was consumed by the 
fire.

At this point, the resilience o f the members 
o f Manor Country Club shone. An emergency 
meeting was called at the home o f John R. Daily, 
Club President, and Building and Finance 
Committees were formed. William Casson was 
named Chairman of the Building Committee; 
others who agreed to serve on this Committee 
were Charles Zeller, Arnold McKee, John Allen, 
Bunker H ill, and V ictor Beaucham p. The 
Finance Committee was chaired by William L. 
Jones and included E. L. Norris, Ralph P. Gibson, 
George Hatzes, Ralph Pittman, and Jack Dolton. 
One can only imagine the challenge the members 
faced to restore the Club. Manor Country Club 
had been in full operation for only a few years 
since World War II, and despite fairly rapid 
membership growth during this period, the 
Club’s total membership only amounted to 600, 
well below the maximum specified in the by-
laws.

The Building Committee, on the advice of 
several reputable builders, concluded that it 
would be unacceptably expensive to build a new 
clubhouse from the remains o f the old mansion. 
So, sadly, the remains o f the old manor house 
that had served the Abert family and its suc-
cessive owners for so many years were removed.

The Board of Governors sought support from 
members who were able to bring expertise to 
any aspect of the planning and reconstruction 
process. Members who volunteered were Bunker 
Hill and his son Larry who generously donated 
their services to confirming the accuracy o f the 
insurance appraisal of the damage; Ercle Herbert

and Charley W ilson, who successfully re-
presented the Club in negotiating adjustments 
to the insurance claim; Charles Zeller and Arnold 
McKee, who undertook im portant trouble-
shooting tasks.

By August 1952, architects John S. Sam- 
perton and John F. Stann completed the design 
for a new clubhouse, and Charles Zeller was 
designated as the design construction consultant. 
The Club was also notified at about the same 
time that its request for a bank loan o f $250,000 
had been approved. This amount, together with 
$60,000 o f liquid assets the Club possessed (the 
net proceeds from its fire insurance policy on 
the old clubhouse after paying off its mortgage 
encumbrance), was available to finance con-
struction o f a new clubhouse. However, this 
amount fell substantially short of the estimated 
cost envisioned in the original Samperton/Stann 
design, but after downgrading many o f the 
finishes, the go ahead for building the new 
clubhouse was given.

Following the fire, Gibbs was again called 
into the Army to participate in the Korean War. 
It appears reasonable to conclude that this set of 
developments led to his decision to have his 
corporation sell its property holdings in Manor 
Park to a newly formed corporation, the Manor 
Club Properties Corporation. The founders of 
this corporation, also community members of 
the Club and owners o f lots in Manor Park, 
included Leslie Barnes, Charles Zeller, and 
Arnold McKee. M anor Club Properties im-
mediately entered into an agreement with the 
Club that contained the same covenants as those 
established between the Manor Club Estates and 
the Club.

While the clubhouse was under construction, 
Club President Tom Carney and Gib Crockett, a
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Gib Crockett in his studio.

board member and editorial cartoonist for the 
Washington Star, had a fateful conversation 
about the interior decoration o f the men’s grill. 
C arney asked C rockett i f  he w ould paint 
something outstanding for the new clubhouse, 
something to distinguish M anor from other 
clubs. Crockett asked what he had in mind and 
Carney answered, “What about a nice nude?” 
Crockett responded, “That’s the only kind of 
nude I have ever pain ted .” The Board o f 
Governors commissioned him to do the painting; 
it was complete and in place for the dedication 
o f the new clubhouse in July 1954. Crockett 
accepted only a small fee for the work, but 
decreed that, should the painting ever be 
removed from the clubhouse, it was to be 
returned to him. Despite the many rumors as to

the model for the painting, the artist says that he 
relied upon the transparencies and his own 
photos of a professional photographer’s model 
to do the painting. The painting did, however, 
become the envy of other clubs in the area, and 
some asked Crockett if  he would accept a 
commission for another. His price always ex-
ceeded their budget so Manor retains its unique 

feature?

•’ In addition to his skill as an artist, it is Crockett's skill as a 
cartoonist that was more routinely sought by his fellow  Club 
members to mark special occasions, appreciation o f service, or 
athletic triumphs. Crockett has caricaturized members such as 
Tuffy Leemans, Sam Rice, Ralph Gibson. Clagett Stevens. Bob 
and Jinny Sherman, and Bill Jones. For many years, he did the 
artwork fo r  the program covers fo r  the Armv Navy football games 
and was designated as the official caricaturist o f  the fam ous at 
Burning Tree Country Club.
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16 A member in good standing with $3.00 in
his pocket on July 31, 1954 could attend the 
Grand Opening o f the new clubhouse. A formal 
buffet dinner and dance was an additional 
attraction o f the Grand Opening as was the 
attendance o f the Vice President o f the United 
States, Richard M. Nixon. The Vice President 
had a smile on his face in all available pictures 
of the event, so he apparently had a good time 
even if  he did miss a key putt on the eighteenth 
green in a putting match with Thomas G. Carney, 
Club President; Harry G. Pitt; Chairman o f the 
Golf Committee; and Ralph D. Pittman, a former 
Club President.

^iears of C onsolidation  and  
Im provem ent

With the new clubhouse in operation, the 
Club and Manor Club Properties set about in

earnest to attract new mem-
bers and new buyers of lots, 
both apparently meeting with 
some success; lot sales no 
doubt were encouraged by the 
WSSC extending sewer lines 
to the Club and the com -
munity in 1956. Nonetheless, 
as the decade neared its end, 
the Club still had not reached 
its full complement o f mem-
bers, neither active nor com-
munity, the latter reflecting 
that there rem ained many 
unsold lots. In early 1959, 
outside events caused the 
owners o f Manor Club Pro-
perties to decide to withdraw 
from their development pro-

ject and sell their remaining property holdings 
to H artm an  C onstruc tion  Com pany, Inc. 
Hartm an entered into essentially the same 
ag reem ent w ith  the Club as had the two 
preceding developers, and in addition, since its 
lot holdings constituted about tw enty-five 
percent of all lots in Manor Park, agreed to pay 
twenty-five percent o f the cost o f maintaining 
Carrolton Road.

With the C lub’s membership still below 
optimum levels in the early 1960s, the Club was 
still experiencing strains meeting its operating 
costs and servicing requirements of its mortgage. 
At the same time, the Club needed funding to 
carry out a capital improvement program to 
make the Club more comfortable for its members 
and to attract new ones. The program’s key ob-
jectives were building a watering system on the 
golf course, creating asphalt paths on the course 
for golf carts, perfecting the pond on the eleventh
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hole, and various improvements and refinements 
to the clubhouse that included the addition of 
the Wedge-Wood Lounge (named in a contest 
among the members). To meet these needs, the 
Board decided to levy an assessment on Club 
members. In addition, the Board o f Governors 
asked members to encourage their friends and 
neighbors to become members o f the Club.

The drive for additional m em bers was 
g rea tly  ass is ted  by the rap id  grow th o f  
Montgomery County during the 1960s. The sub-
urbs were experiencing rapid growth as the 
num ber o f people in the m etropolitan area 
increased, and families were coming with greater 
incomes and financial resources to acquire 
houses. Flower Valley, for exam ple, began 
development in 1965 and has proven to be a 
fertile source o f new active members for the 
Club. The Manor Park Community also proved 
to be attractive to those seeking upscale houses 
in the suburbs. Faraday Drive and Manor Park 
Drive were subdivided and opened for traffic in 
the mid 1960s. As a result o f this influx of 
population, the number o f community and active 
members continued to grow until the end o f the 
1960s.

By the end o f the 1960s and despite the 
growth o f community members, the number of 
active members declined. Even though the Club 
tried to replace them, the total membership was 
well below its designated maximum level. As 
Manor entered the 1970s, the Club needed to 
prom ote m em bership in order to generate 
additional sources o f  revenues to m eet its 
financial obligations. One step taken was to en-
courage the grown children o f members to 
continue their relationship with the Club by 
extending the associate membership category to 
include them. This membership allowed the

grown children o f members to join under very 
attractive circum stances and spread their 
initiation fees over time.

The Club also took several other actions to 
encourage new members to join and to meet its 
financial needs. A Key Club was established 
with members who took special responsibility 
for sponsoring and encouraging new members. 
In 1977, the Club established the junior executive 
membership category that would allow younger 
executives and professionals to join the Club 
while spreading the payment of their initiation 
fees over time. Another action taken by the Board 
o f Governors to bolster the Club’s financial 
position was to impose, for the first time, a 
minimum quarterly spending requirement.

The Board o f Governors saw the urgency to 
increase membership because the Club needed 
to undertake a num ber o f additional im -
provement projects in areas that had received 
little maintenance during the war, perhaps most 
particularly its golf course which had suffered 
serious deterioration in the condition of its grass. 
Major improvement projects undertaken during 
the 1970s were construction of a practice range 
and m oving the g o lf pro shop out o f  the 
clubhouse and into the structure behind the 
clubhouse. The vacated space was refurbished 
to serve as a meeting and dining room and was 
nam ed the Homewood Room. A dditional 
projects included the construction of a building 
to house golf carts and the paving of the lower 
parking lot.

Many projects were completed but all was 
still not well. After gaining members early in 
the 1970s, the Club began to lose both active 
and community members in the mid 1970s. The 
decline in community membership may have 
resulted from a 1976 court decision. From its
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beginning, Manor Park lot owners were required 
to join the Club. In Gutowski v. Manor Country 
Club, Inc., Law No. 39056, the court concluded 
that Manor Park property owners could not be 
com pelled to retain membership in M anor 
Country Club. Following this decision, several 
lot owners, who did not feel they received a 
benefit from Club membership, chose to resign.

Loss of membership exacerbated the gap in 
funding— funding needed to keep up with the 
constant wear and tear on clubhouse furniture 
and equipment, as well as care of the golf course, 
tennis courts, and other facilities. As Manor 
entered the 1980s, once again m ajor im -
provement and renovation was needed and, in 
the face of these needs, the Board of Governors 
voted to undertake a major capital improvement 
program. Unlike previous funding questions, 
this situation proved to be more easily handled 
due to astute decisions and actions by the Board 
o f Governors and an increased demand for 
country club membership in the residential area 
surrounding the Club. The initiation fee of active 
members was raised from $1,500 to $3,000, an 
amount commensurate with those being charged 
by other country clubs in the area, and, despite 
the increase in in itia tion  fees, in terest in 
becoming a member of the Club intensified so 
that a membership waiting list developed. As the 
waiting list increased in length, the Board was 
prompted to increase the initiation fee to $7,000 
in 1987, to $10,000 at year-end 1988, and to 
$15,000 in September 1989.

In analyzing how to increase funding for 
capital improvements, the Board o f Governors 
questioned the transfer o f community mem-
bership with the sale of properties in Manor Park. 
Even though these transfer rights were in place 
since the b irth  o f  the Club and had been

reaffirmed on many occasions by agreements 
between the Club and the corporations de-
veloping the M anor Park com munity, the 
argument for term ination was based on the 
reasoning that this arrangement was unfair to 
active members. The Club hired the Rockville 
law firm o f Venable, Baetjer, and Howard to 
investigate  the legal orig ins and cu rren t 
applicability o f these provisions. In a report 
known as the Glasgow Report, after its author 
Paul T. Glasgow, the firm determined that the 
arrangements had been established from the 
outset of the Club and was reaffirmed at strategic 
points thereafter. Thus, the report concluded that 
the transfer rights were and would continue to 
be legally binding into the future.

The Board of Governors moved on to re-
evaluate other by-laws. This led to approval of 
by-law changes that would allow revisions to the 
Club’s by-laws to be initiated and enacted via a 
proposal from the membership as well as from 
the Board o f  Governors. In order for this 
procedure to be enacted, a special meeting o f all 
Club members eligible to vote would be called, 
and the change would have to be approved by a 
majority of the voting members. The vote would 
be conducted by a panel o f judges appointed by 
the Board o f Governors.

In the fall o f 1991, a potential real estate 
misstep was narrowly avoided when M ont-
gom ery County attem pted to sell two lots 
adjoining the Manor Golf course at a tax sale. 
A title search revealed that the property was 
owned by the Club. The Board briefly con-
sidered selling the lots to finance some capital 
improvements but found through further title 
searching that the 1950 Board o f Governors had 
designated these lots as green space. With re-
cords lost in the 1952 fire, it took the title search
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to establish the true status of the land. Because 
o f this confusion, the Board of Governors up-
dated its land records by engaging a title search 
firm  to determ ine if  there were other title 
problems on any land owned by the Club.

The Board o f  G overnors approved the 
initiation o f a trial membership program that 
was offered through March 31, 1995. It pro-
vided a twelve-month, full privilege, non-voting 
membership. Applicants signed a promissory 
note for the full year’s obligation paying the last 
three months’ dues, assessment, and minimum 
in advance. The applicants went through the full 
application process and could re-apply for 
regular membership at the end o f the twelve-
month period. At the end o f the year, a number 
o f  the tria l m em bers converted  to active 
m em bersh ip . The success o f  the tria l 
membership program led to its repetition in 1997 
and 1998.

In an attempt to level the perception o f 
in eq u ity  betw een com m unity  and active 
members, the Board o f Governors also initiated 
a change that provided active members the 
opportunity to recover some, or all, o f their 
in itia tio n  fees a fte r sp ec ified  periods o f 
membership if  they were replaced by a new 
member on the rolls.

In the wake of the state attorney general’s 
decision about discrimination at Burning Tree, 
M anor’s by-laws and policies were reviewed. 
One o f the most profound changes required was 
the elim ination o f  a gender specific eating 
facility such as the men’s grill. Along with a 
new policy that opened the facility to both sexes, 
the Board o f Governors decided to rename it the 
Clagett Stevens Room in honor of Manor’s Pro 
Emeritus. As noted earlier, Stevens participated 
in the building o f the golf course and returned

in 1941 as Club Pro and was a major factor in 
keeping the Club open and operating during 
World War II. A plaque honoring his con-
tributions was placed on the wall during the 
dedication attended by Stevens as well as several 
hundred members. When the mixed grill was 
designated a non-smoking area in 1995, the 
Clagett Stevens Room became the informal 
dining area where smoking was permitted.

Following roof repairs in 1992, members 
were asked to provide input and views on three 
themes proposed for the overall redecoration of 
the formal areas. A rare consensus emerged on 
the Hamilton Design Group’s proposal that 
provided a newer more elegant look and the best 
backdrop for Manor’s many activities. The plan 
included a color scheme of deep greens complete 
with a logo carpet for the new entryway.

H

R enovation Revisits M anor
As part o f the continuous effort to upgrade 

Club facilities to respond to the needs and desires 
o f the members, the Board of Governors asked 
Chris Consultants, a Texas firm, to hold a series 
of meetings or focus groups with a variety of 
members to establish a consensus or hierarchy 
o f needs for an upgraded Manor Country Club. 
Following this, the Board o f Governors signed 
a three-phase contract with Chris Consultants 
to have them provide drawings of the existing 
layout of the Club (phase I); develop alternative 
approaches for m eeting  the m em bership 
objectives including line drawings of existing 
facilities remodeled to meet these objectives and 
a second scheme for construction o f a new 
facility (phase II); and develop a master plan to 
achieve this (phase 111). The membership was 
polled on its desire to undertake a renovation/ 
construction program  for the Club, and a
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majority o f the members were in favor of some 
modifications.

By December 1994, Chris Consultants had 
put together a proposed construction program 
which the Board of Governors presented to the 
membership. The projected cost was to be $5.8 
million. The Board decided to seek both active 
m em bership and com m unity m em bership 
approval for the necessary financing as part of 
the same package. The membership was sup-
portive o f major renovation, but there was 
insufficient support for construction on the scale 
recommended by Chris Consultants.

The Board of Governors then turned to three 
design/building firms and asked each o f them 
to propose a physical upgrade for the Club that 
would accommodate the members’ stated needs 
within a more limited budget. After reviewing 
all of the proposals, the Board selected Coleman 
and Wood to develop a renovation proposal 
within the scope o f financing that the mem-
bership would support. A building plan was de-
veloped, a financing plan was approved by the 
membership, and construction began in the fall 
o f 1996.

During the first phase, the downstairs of the 
clubhouse was closed. Locker rooms were dis-
mantled, and all food and beverage operations 
were moved upstairs. Both the membership and 
the clubhouse staff displayed amazing flexibility 
as the lounge and ballroom  became m ulti-
function rooms that were transformed into a 
variety of configurations and uses, sometimes 
several times a day. At the same time, this 
challenge was met by a smaller staff as many of 
the part-tim e em ployees w ere furloughed 
because the limited seating capacity reduced 
members’ participation in social activities and 
eliminated outside functions completely. As 
spring 1997 proceeded, it became necessary to 
devote almost all energy to preparing the swim 
locker rooms and swimming pool area for 
operation. M anor’s swim and dive teams, 
CCSD A  (C ountry  Club Swim  and Dive 
Association) champions the previous year, had 
two titles to protect. While work could not be 
completed on the tennis shop and snack bar, the 
swimming facilities opened on time and the 
swim and dive teams were able to compete and 
again prevail as CCSDA champs.
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Spring 1997 brought new meaning to dining 
“al fresco” as a large tent was erected on the

completion of the upstairs facilities in time to 
hold the traditional Holly Ball and New Year’s 

Eve celebration failed and, with great 
regret, the Board canceled them. 
Slowly, work on the upstairs facilities 
proceeded, and the promised, new 
facility  finally  em erged from the 
rubble of the summer.

The first social event scheduled 
for the new ballroom was a Sweetheart

Dining al fresco during recent renovation.

Dance in February 1998. The entire clubhouse 
was filled with beautiful roses, romantic music 
from strolling musicians, and members who got 
their first opportunity to dust off their finery in 
nearly two years. All dining areas were pressed 
into service, and the halls were filled with 
appreciative comments as the members finally 
got the opportunity to inspect the new facility, 
although lacking some finishing touches. The 
chef provided a superlative meal from his large 
new kitchen despite some unexpected last 
minute challenges, and the dance floor was tilled 
all evening as “Retrospect” provided music.

Although the February 1998 event was a long 
awaited watershed, the Board o f Governors 
decided to wait until the finishing touches had 
been made before scheduling a Gala Grand 
Opening. With the clubhouse nearly complete.

Front entrance under construction.

lawn that was used for informal dining, 
en tertainm ent, and m eal service for 
groups participating in tournaments. As 
the season proceeded, food and beverage 
service from the old clubhouse ceased 
completely, and food for anything other 
than informal dining was supplied by 
outside caterers. R idgew ell’s large purple 
trucks became a fam iliar sight at the Club. 
From time to time, Ridgewell’s followed close 
on the heels o f the Ledo Pizza delivery man. 
The Manor members endured a summer o f re-
duced services— no locker rooms for golf and a 
rudimentary poolside snack service— with their 
eyes set on the goal of a beautiful, new clubhouse 
and upgraded facilities.

A fter much anticipation, the downstairs 
facilities were com pleted and indoor meal 
service began by fall 1997. In October 1997, 
the handsome new locker rooms opened, and the 
golfing membership celebrated the fact that it 
no longer had to live out o f their automobile 
trunks. The area to be occupied by the golf pro 
shop neared completion and was pressed into 
duty for social functions as well. The hoped for

Ijjl
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work began in earnest on the swim snack bar 
and the tennis pro shop. These buildings began 
to take shape, and completion was scheduled for 
May 1998. The weekend o f May 15-17 was 
selected for the Gala Grand Opening, and the 
committees worked closely with the enter-
tainment committee to develop a full weekend 
o f activities that could be enjoyed by members 
o f all ages, classes, and athletic abilities. They 
included golf and tennis festivities, magicians, 
concerts, a formal dinner dance and, as predicted, 
fun for all members.

As a result o f all o f these initiatives, Manor 
Country Club has moved into a different class 
o f  coun try  club because o f  its ae thestic  
presentation and better services. The Club

essentially has a brand new clubhouse and fully 
renovated swim and tennis facilities. Fur-
thermore, the golf courses, always the backbone 
o f the Club, are in better condition than they have 
ever been. D espite the large expenditures 
necessary to make these improvements and 
additions, the Club remains in strong financial 
position since the membership authorized an 
assessment and an increase in Club dues to meet 
the expense o f these improvements. At the same 
time, demand for Club membership has grown. 
The Club has a small but growing waiting list 
o f people wishing to join. Club members thus 
have much reason to look forward with optimism 
as Manor moves into the twenty-first century.

22
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Birds-eye view of a new Manor Country Club.

i p
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The dining room.
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The ballroom.

The pre-function area.



C H A P T E R  2

Social Life at Manor

Social activities have always been a vital part 
o f  M anor life. W hile the G olf and Greens 
Committees were busy developing the Club’s 
golf course and golf program, and the tennis 
and swimming facilities were being constructed, 
the House Committee was engaged in turning 
an 1860’s mansion built for a family into a 
clubhouse capable o f providing services and 
other amenities for a large number o f members 
and their families. Among other improvements, 
the kitchen was expanded and upgraded, the 
mansion’s ballroom and verandah were enlarged 
and refurbished, the bedrooms and baths on the 
second floor were made more suitable for

overnight guests, and new locker rooms were 
built on the ground floor. During this renovation 
process m em bers w ere able to have the 
occasional meal and to share a drink in the 
clubhouse. But it was not until 1924 when the 
renovation and enhancement phase had been 
com pleted that the Club was ready to ac-
commodate a full range of social activities.

Tke Early  E ra of M anor 
Social Life

Once renovation was achieved, the club-
house facilities were quickly put to use. The Club 

began to offer regular meal 
services in the dining room and, 
in addition, dinner dances were 
held throughout the year. For-
mal dances were held twice 
monthly. The 1925 Halloween 
Dance was a masked ball at-
tended by m ore than 200 
members and guests. Follow-
ing a busy holiday season, the 
January Dance of 1926 brought 
more than 250 members and 
guests to the hills of Norbeck. 
Despite the distance from the 
city, members used the Club for 
both business and social enter-
taining often hosting as many



The verandah at Manor.

as 200 people for private parties. The Club was 
also popular for entertaining smaller groups as 
well. Early newsletters report about numerous 
card parties and teas. Formal wear was specified 
for many o f these affairs in the spring, fall, and 
winter months, and, while “formal” was not 
specified, it was understood by all that jackets 
and ties were required at all times, and the 
women’s attire had to meet comparable stan-
dards. In fact, the M anor new sletter would 
include a reminder to its new members such as 
this one: “May we advise our new members that 
our summer dances are informal, certain re-
strictions as to dress prevail, however, and it is 
considered nolle prosse  to appear in riding 
habits, bathing suits, and golf togs.”

The dining room was open year-round for 
regular meal service, and the clubhouse also had 
room s for banquets, d inner p a rtie s , and 
luncheons hosted by individual members. Many

members and their families used the dining 
facilities after a game of golf or tennis or a swim, 
but others came to the Club for the sole purpose 
o f having lunch or dinner in very pleasant sur-
roundings. Once the golf course opened in 1926, 
a grill room was created in the m en’s locker 
room. This allowed the male golfers to have a 
snack or a meal after golf without having to 
shower and change into clothing suitable for the 
dining room. At the same time, the parking area 
was enlarged so that it could accommodate more 
than 200 autos, a m ajor im provem ent for 
evenings when dances were held. A major at-
traction was the enlarged verandah that over-
looked the golf course and accommodated diners 
when the weather was amenable. Marion Booth, 
who as a child dined with her parents on the 
verandah in the 1930s, remembers such meals 
with great fondness, recalling among other 
memories the wonderful aroma that came from
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the kitchen as the baker prepared breads and 
sweets.

It was most common for members to come 
to the Club for a day o f activities and then return 
to their homes in the evening. But some came 
and stayed in the remodeled bedrooms for a 
night, the weekend, or, if on vacation, for a week 
or two.

The regular social calendar also included a 
number o f  well organized and attended en-
tertainments. Pageants were very popular during 
the early years. The October 1926 issue o f 
“Manorisms,” the Club newsletter, describes a 
Water Pageant, “How Swimming Grew Up,” 
which included swimming, diving, and bur-
lesque perform ed by a cast o f tw enty-five 
sw im m ers and num erous others from  the 
American Red Cross, the Capital Athletic Club, 
and the Washington Canoe Club. The winter 
entertainment schedule, which was planned by 
Dr. J. W. B ird, the en te rta in m en t 
chairman, was also presented in the same 
issue o f “Manorisms.”

In the early 1930s, improvements to 
the Club required creativity and diligence 
because gaining Board o f Governors’ 
permission to undertake a project did not 
necessarily mean the Club was prepared 
to award the funds needed to complete 
it. Som etim es com m ittees w ere re -
sponsible for making things happen; 
sometimes it was the membership at 
large. When the ladies o f the Club need-
ed fac ilitie s  to accom m odate the ir 
functions on a continuous basis, the 
Board o f Governors agreed that a number of 
rooms on the second floor would be dedicated 
to their use. The ladies then organized several 
very successful card parties with attendance fees

charged to raise funds needed to refurbish and 
furnish these rooms. The ladies also raised funds 
to pay for playground equipment and held social 
events to obtain money to help pay for this and 
other needed improvements.

When the ladies needed to upgrade the ladies 
locker room, a creative and inspirational social 
activity was bom. The ladies persuaded most of 
the cast of the minstrel show, originally staged 
by the Red Cross at the W illard Hotel in 
Washington, D.C. to donate their services and 
perform a benefit for Manor Country Club. With 
the minstrel show cast supplemented with talent 
among the membership, the show was produced 
in January 1934 followed by a dance. Tickets 
for the event were $.35. There must have been 
a huge attendance, for the ladies reported that 
they made a $460 profit, all of which went to 
improve their locker room facilities. ^

Fund-raising continued to be a factor of Club 27

Lingering around the 19,h hole.

life because Club funds continued to be limited. 
The Club was fortunate to have Charles Zeller 
among its membership because his expertise in 
design was continually on call. Zeller, as liaison
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to the Board of Governors for Club improve-
m ents, took an active part in the H ouse 
Committee, and he was often referred to as 
“Master Renovator.” Toward the end o f 1933, 
Zeller developed a roll o f “subscribers” to help 
fund renovation o f the men’s grill or “ 19th hole” 
as it was commonly called. The Manor Bowling 
League donated all of their season’s prize money 
to this fund. After Prohibition was ended in 1934 
and the Club could legally serve alcoholic 
beverages, the bar in this room needed to be 
enlarged which required additional funding. In 
order to sell these beverages, the Club had to be 
licensed by the state o f M aryland at a cost 
o f $500, and liquor could only be purchased 
from the State Dispensary. The Club paid a price 
that was twenty-five percent off retail and then 
resold at the retail price, thus making this ser-
vice self-supporting. Indeed, providing this 
service must have been fairly lucrative for the 
Club as the Board o f Governors encouraged 
members to purchase their liquor for personal 
use from the Club.

Many other social events, separate from 
fund-raisers, proved quite popular, and people 
were willing to drive relatively long ways to 
attend them. For example, the December formal 
dance and the New Year’s Eve cabaret and 
dance, each at $5.00 per person, was attended 
by many members and appears to have been the 
highlight o f the 1930 social season. By 1932, 
attendance at the dances had grow n con-
siderably, such as the Halloween party, which 
was attended by more than 400 members and 
guests. A guest couple, dressed as Harpo and 
Groucho Marx, walked off with the most com-
ical costume prizes. Another guest attired as a 
Spanish senorita won the prize for most beautiful 
woman’s costume. A member finally won a 
prize when Charlie Zeller was selected as having 
the most effective men’s costume in his swanky

Maryland motorcycle policeman’s uniform.
There were also frequent “men only” events 

held during the early years. In the fall, the Manor 
men held an annual Field Day in the form o f a 
stag party for themselves and their friends. 
Ladies were banned from the premises for the 
day. Activities on such days included golf, 
tennis, baseball, track, horseshoes, as well as 
lunch, supper, and after-dark entertainment. 
That it was truly a social event is evident from 
the requirement that golf was to be played in a 
costume. Any attire was allowed so long as it 
did not resemble normal golf togs.

When Bill Jones became chairman of the 
Entertainment Committee in the early 1930s, he 
introduced a number o f new social events that 
were designed to raise money as well as provide 
entertainment. During the summer o f 1934, for 
example, he staged a Manor Carnival to help 
increase Club funds. Despite a destructive and 
untimely storm on the day o f the Carnival that 
canceled many activities, Jones reported a net 
profit for the Club o f $1,937.28, the result o f a 
raffle held during the event. Obviously, given 
the size o f that profit, there was great interest in 
this raffle. The following list o f the winners and 
their prizes indicates why:

“Pop” Strudley..................Chevrolet Sedan
J.C. Putnam .....................G.E. Refrigerator
G uest Console Radio

Another example o f Jones’s creativity was 
his arrangement of weekend cruises to Virginia 
Beach, the first o f which occurred in September 
1934. Leaving Washington on Friday evening 
on the Steamer Northland, Manor members and 
guests sailed down the Potomac, arrived Sat-
urday morning in Norfolk, and drove in autos 
carried on the ship to the Cavalier Hotel and 
Beach Club for two days o f bathing, fishing, 
golf, bridge, and dancing. Departing Norfolk 
on Sunday evening, the weary travelers arrived
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back in W ashington at 7:00 A.M. M onday 
morning— all for a cost o f $16.25 per person! 
The event was so successful that it was repeated 
at least twice more.

There is little in the way o f records for the 
later years o f the 1930s on social life at the Club. 
It seems reasonable to conclude, however, that 
despite the imaginative efforts of Bill Jones and 
others, social activities as well as other Club 
activities may have been curtailed during these 
latter years o f the decade. The economy, after 
all, con tinued  in the th roes o f  the G reat 
Depression: a depression that was the root cause 
o f a sharp decline in total membership o f the 
Club and made it necessary for the Sixteenth 
Street Highlands to cease operations and transfer 
ownership o f unsold community lots to another 
developer, thus requiring reorganization o f 
Manor Club into Manor Country Club. There 
is no doubt that some Club members who held 
good positions in the government or elsewhere 
continued to have income to finance an active 
social life. But the general atmosphere o f the 
times called for austerity, even on the part of 
those not experiencing serious income strains. 
Thus, while social life may have begun to pick 
up toward the end o f the decade as economic 
conditions began to improve and the Club sought 
to promote membership growth, it seems likely 
that it was not on a scale with that prevailing in 
the late 1920s.

If  the Club’s social activities did begin to 
pick up in the late 1930s, that lasted for only a 
short while, for with the advent o f World War 
II, social life at Manor essentially halted. Heroic 
efforts by Bill Jones, who had by now become 
the Club President, his wife, and Clagett Stevens 
preserved some semblance of the Club’s athletic 
activities. But social activities were limited 
almost entirely to send-offs o f members and their 
children who went off to war, and the Club’s

focus, as well as the rest of the country, turned 
toward the war effort.

Once World War II was over and rationing 
ended, social activities gradually resumed. With 
more houses built around the Club following the 
war, private parties in the surrounding homes 
grew in popularity, and the Club provided 
catering service to events held in the homes of 
members. Memorable activities that the Club 
had sponsored before the war were also res-
urrected. Manor was once again the scene of gala 
dinners and dances as well numerous private 
parties where members celebrated birthdays and 
anniversaries with friends and families. Weekly 
dinner dances were resumed, and members 
flocked to them and stayed late into the night. 
Mr. Christian, the Club Manager during the late 
1940s who was inclined to be somewhat austere, 
and—according to Helen Louise Morris, “the size 
of two men,”— would be seen at the end o f these 
dances flash ing  a ligh t around m idnight 
signaling for members to go home. At one time 
when the orchestra was packing up to leave, 
Club member Millie MacDonald, who had once 
had her own orchestra, sat down at the grand 
piano and played on into the night keeping the 
party going. A few years later, the floor under 
that same piano gave way, and it crashed through 
to the level below. Fortunately, this tragedy oc-
curred in the middle of the night so no one was 
injured. Nonetheless, this event made clear to the 
members that the clubhouse was in great need of 
major refurbishing.

A  New E ra Beg’ins
After thirty years of hard use, the clubhouse 

was in desperate need o f renovation and re-
furbishing. As matters turned out, the Club 
eventually had to do much more than a major 
refurbishing as a tragic fire destroyed the 
clubhouse in 1952 (see Chapter 1). For a while.
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social life at the Club was virtually eliminated 
by this event. Manor members quickly showed 
they were not going to let the fates get the best 
of them, however, and made plans for a covered 
pavilion that could be used for dining and danc-
ing during warm weather months. The homes 
o f members became the scene of parties and 
informal club events. Helen Louise Morris re-
calls winning the Club ping-pong tournament 
in the home at 14709 Carrolton Road. After near-
ly two years o f construction, the new Manor 
clubhouse was dedicated July 31,1954, and Ma-
nor social life was once again on a grand scale.

Life had become much more informal by the 
1960s, and members no longer wanted to attend 
frequent black-tie events. Formal affairs at the 
Club had been reduced to three major events a 
year: the Fall Formal, the Holly Ball, and the 
Spring Formal. The “Big Band” sound was pop-
ular and Guy Lombardo,
Jimmy Dorsey, Woody 
Herman, Tex Benecke, 
and Les and Larry Elgart 
brought their orchestras 
and bands to play in the 
Club’s ballroom. Other 
notables of the time who 
entertained at M anor 
functions included Mark 
Russell, who at the time 
was appearing regularly 
at the Shoreham Hotel 
and Harden and Weaver.
Sunday buffet and tea dances, held monthly, were 
also popular with Manor members during this 
period.

On occasion, the Club held a dinner for the 
Board o f Governors to express appreciation for 
the time and energy they had expended on behalf 
o f the members. This dinner became an annual

tradition beginning in 1966 when the inaugural 
Board of Governors and Committee Chairmen 
Golf Tournament and Appreciation Dinner was 
held— a tradition that continues to this day.

Summer events that proved particularly 
popular were established as annual events. One 
such event was a “Crab Feast” on the lawn. 
Another was the Fourth o f July celebration 
which began with dinner served on the lawn. 
Afterward, all would gather near the “Manor 
Pine” by the eighteenth hole and watch fireworks 
with their children. This annual celebration 
lasted until 1968.

The “Manor Pine” was a focal point for other 
celebrations during the year. Members often 
decorated it for Christmas, and there would be 
Christmas caroling around it. Gib Crockett 
rendered a drawing of the “Manor Pine” which 
hung in the clubhouse until the renovation began

in 1996. This drawing 
was replicated on Ma-
nor’s go lf scorecards 
which were distributed 
by the golf pro shop for 
many years. U nfort-
unately, the “M anor 
P ine” was struck by 
lightning and damaged 
in the 1960s, but it en-
dured until the summer 
of 1979 when it devel-
oped a trunk canker and 
had to be immediately 

cut down and burned to prevent the disease from 
spreading to other pines on the property.

Another focal point o f Manor social life was 
the M anor G arden (la te r W om en’s) Club 
established in 1962 for both men and women. 
William Kueffner was its first acting president. 
Through the years, many o f M anor’s capital

Aerial view of 1930’s Manor Club with Manor Pine between two greens.
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expenses were financed in part by the Garden/ 
Women’s Club. The Garden Club was responsible 
for planting many of the lovely dogwoods and 
other trees, bushes, and plants that have graced 
the Club’s grounds over the years.

Later, the Garden Club was expanded to 
include programs o f wider interest such as, 
interior decorating, art, culinary arts, etc., and 
its name was changed to the Manor Women’s 
Club to reflect this more versatile program. As 
part o f its annual program, the Women’s Club 
sponsored a very special ladies luncheon and 
fashion show at the beginning o f the Christmas 
season. Members used this occasion to entertain 
their friends. One o f the guests in the early 1950s 
was Pat Nixon, wife o f the Vice President.

The first Manor Christmas Bazaar, which 
included an art exhibit and cocktail party, was 
sponsored by the M anor W omen’s Club. It 
proved a huge success, making almost $2,000. 
Inspired by the results, the W om en’s Club 
decided to make it an annual event. As ex-
perience grew, the profitability o f the Bazaar 
increased thus allowing contributions to charity 
as well as to Manor Club operations.

The major annual fund-raising event of the 
Women’s Club was the Preakness Party, which 
was held for all members in the spring. Members 
who “purchased” horses in advance o f the party 
w ent autom atically to ow ners’ boxes, thus 
guaranteeing them a place in the clubhouse. 
Alternatively, it was possible to wait and pay a 
$2.00 admission charge. As racegoers arrived 
at the clubhouse, they were greeted with mint 
juleps, received a program of the evening’s races, 
and could purchase “betting money” from the 
cashiers. Bets were to win only and cost $2.00 
per ticket. Odds were computed by the money 
bet on each horse and announced just prior to 
post time. Seals on containers of films for each

race were broken in front of the bettors as it was 
put on the projector. Each race had a sound track, 
and participants were encouraged to urge their 
horse on with cheering (or pleading as the case 
may be). Those lucky enough to have purchased 
winners got to take a trip to the Winner’s Circle 
and enjoy a moment of glory as well as the win-
ner’s share of the purse. Winning bettors could 
collect at the Pay-off Window while losers could 
visit the Paddock Bar for beer and hot dogs and 
contemplate their next bets. After the races, win-
ners could celebrate and losers could console their 
losses by dancing from 11:00 P.M. to 2:00 A. M.

The Preakness Parties must have been the 
inspiration for the Entertainment Committee to 
organize “A Night at the Races” during the 
modem era o f Manor’s social life. In their ver-
sion, a night at the races actually took busloads 
of Manor members to the Charlestown Race-
track to enjoy the races. One of the featured 
races o f the night was the “Manor Country Club 
Purse.” For the price o f $8.00, attendees re-
ceived round-trip bus transport with com -
plim entary drinks enroute, a catered buffet 
dinner, admission to the clubhouse, and gratuity.

In addition to their fund-raising efforts, the 
Women’s Club met monthly, generally for a 
lunch with a specific program. Guest speakers 
at Women’s Club luncheons included nationally 
known personalities such as Jeanne Dixon as well 
as local luminaries such as John Rossen, res-
taurant reviewer for the Evening Star, or television 
show hostess Inga Rungvold. Sometimes the 
Women’s Club met in conjunction with other 
Club activities. For example, they would not hold 
a separate meeting in March but would support 
the Manor Women’s Golf Association Spring 
Fashion Show as their March activity.

While the interests of the Women’s Club were 
widened in the early 1970s, it continued to focus
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a good deal of its attention on gardening with 
special concern for beautifying the Club’s grounds 
and its golf course and for providing a means by 
which members could exchange ideas on ways 
to improve their own gardens. To help further that 
latter objective and to stimulate interest in gar-
dening, the Women’s Club sponsored an Annual 
Garden Walk each spring. The Women’s Club 
arranged to have six to ten members with homes 
in the community to open their gardens to visitors. 
Usually the walk would have a theme such as 
rose gardens or English gardens. At the last 
garden visited, refreshments were served. When 
interest in the Manor Women’s Club dropped off 
in the mid 1970s and the decision was made to 
end its formal activities, the Manor Community 
Association began to sponsor a House and Garden 
Walk. Homes were selected to showcase the 
diversity of architecture and landscape design 
found in the Manor Club community. Like the 
original garden tour, the Community Association 
retained the tradition of serving refreshments at 
the last home on the tour. During the 1970s, this 
event was held during the week; it was later 
moved to the weekends in the 1980s to allow 
more members to participate. The Community 
Association still sponsors this biennial event.

In addition to the house and garden walk, 
the Community Association also fostered winter 
activities. Beginning in the early 1960s, the 
Community Association sponsored a Christmas 
decoration contest in which the judges, usually 
Club members with artistic credentials, faced the 
daunting task of selecting winners from the many 
beautifully decorated homes in the community. 
From year to year, the categories changed only 
slightly with prizes awarded for Most Imag-
inative Lighting, Most Interesting Entrance, 
Children’s Choice, and Best Overall. Another 
community tradition, Christmas caroling to

M anor’s shut-ins and newcomers continued. 
Over the years, the carolers have traveled by foot, 
van, and hay wagon to bring cheer to those who 
need a lift and to extend a holiday welcome to 
newcomers to the neighborhood. After visiting 
the shut-ins early in the evening, carolers move 
on to sing to new neighbors and present them 
with a token of welcome. The carolers try to en-
list the newcomers to jo in  their group and 
continue on to the next house. The evening 
generally concludes at someone’s home for soup 
or chili and more conviviality. Many enduring 
friendships began over Christmas song sheets, 
and newcomers quickly realized what a special 
neighborhood they had joined.

Even after the Manor Women’s Club ceased 
operation, the Manor women continued a number 
o f efforts to beautify and improve the Club. After 
several years of inactivity, the Manor Christmas 
Bazaar was revived in 1975. The Bazaar involves 
a number of women volunteering to chair sub-
committees for the art show and boutique; fresh 
greens; discarded treasures; and gourmet booth. 
Gross revenues of $3,900 were raised at the 1975 
event, and the Bazaar was once again an annual 
event through the 1970s with the funds dis-
tributed to the Club and to charity. The Bazaar 
was briefly under the sponsorship of the Manor 
Community Association but since has been pro-
duced by an informal group of Manor women as 
an operation without a formal organizational 
sponsor. People who are active in preparing for 
the Bazaar have an informal coffee to choose the 
charities to benefit each time the Bazaar is held.

In addition to the Bazaar, Manor women 
traditionally have taken responsibility for the 
Christmas decorations throughout the clubhouse, 
usually decorating trees in each o f the dining 
areas including the Christmas tree in the lobby. 
During the 1970s and 1980s, Molly Francis
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could generally be counted upon to get this effort 
organized and to do much of the work creating 
ornaments for the theme selected for each of the 
trees. A particularly beautiful Victorian tree 
required yards of lace and hours o f patience to 
create. One year, the Christmas tree in the men’s 
grill was decorated in part with miniature liquor 
bottles. Amazingly, when the ladies went in to 
take the tree down, all the bottles were empty. 
This may have contributed to the decision to turn 
the Christmas decoration project over to a com-
mercial contractor in the late 1980s.

Aside from the Manor Women’s Club ac-
tivities, chartering buses to the Redskin football 
games became a great source of fun and increased 
comradery among Club members. Ever since 
1962, Manor has chartered at least one bus to 
take members and their guests to Washington 
Redskins home football games. The team has 
fans that range from devoted to fanatic among 
the Manor membership. What better draw to get 
people out to the Club than to have the Redskins 
join a social event. In the early 1970s, Jim Don- 
atelli chaired a sellout “Night Out with the 
Redskins” that gave Manor members a chance 
to meet and mingle with their favorite players 
and enjoy some Redskin cheers.
Redskins night was a huge suc-
cess. Players attending included 
Chris Hanburger, Rich Pettibon,
Ted V actor, Jim  Jones, Rod 
Breedlove, and Ray Schoenke.

The 50th Anniversary Cele-
bration of the Club’s founding held 
during the summer o f 1972 lasted 
an entire weekend. The first major 
event was a dinner theater on July 
14 follow ed by the 50lh A n-
niversary and Presidential Ball on 
the 15th. On Sunday, there was a

“Field Day at the Pool,” brunch, a wine tasting, 
an outdoor art show, and a dinner buffet. This 
was also the final day for the Two-Man Team 
Tournament. Tom Washington, who had lived 
in a cab in  w ith his fam ily  close to the 
seventeenth hole and who had worked at Manor 
in the fifty years since its founding, was honored 
at the celebration. In addition to his other duties, 
Tom Washington was always on hand each morn-
ing to raise the U.S. flag on the Club’s flagpole.

Manor social events were well attended and 
often sold out well in advance during the 1970s. 
Attendance generally ranged from 350 to 400 
members for the festivities. At many of these 
formal and informal parties, participants danced 
until dawn. Many members also spent at least 
one weekend evening entertaining or partici-
pating in Club parties. Riverboat Gambling was 
the theme for the May 1970 social, which was 
attended by 350. Entertainment included a 
Riverboat Sextet composed o f members Bill 
MacNabb, Vince Gingerich, Jerry Braun, Bob 
Nininger, Howard Johnson, and Steve Crom-
well. Music was provided by members Mac 
Gebart, Fred Perry, Jack Weaver, Fred Brown, 
and Mary Lee.

L to  R: Bill MacNabb, Vince Gingerich, Jerry Braun, Bob Nininger, Howard Johnson, 
and Sieve Cromwell.
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The much loved “Manor Bounties” were bom 
in the mid 1970s. The first, in November 1975, 
was a tremendous success that led to replacing 
the Mardi Gras Ball with a second Bounty feat-
uring a raw bar, fondue bar, wine, cheese, fresh 
fruit displays, London Broil sliced to order, and a 
crepe bar. Thus was bom the tradition of festive 
arrays of foodstuff on numerous individual buffets.

Bill Jones, Manor’s President during World 
War II, celebrated his eighty-seventh birthday at 
the gala annual dinner for Board of Governors 
members, Past Presidents, and Committee Chair-
men in October 1979. The chef provided a special 
meal for the celebration. December’s Rainbow, a 
versatile and popular group with Manor mem-
bers, provided the music. In June 1980 in ap-
preciation for Jones’s heroic efforts to keep 
Manor open and operating during World War II 
through to 1946, the M en’s Card Room was 

3 4  dedicated in his honor during a cocktail reception.
Bill Jones and his wife Lillian were guests of 
honor at the official naming of the “Bill Jones 
Card Room.” In responding to the many friends 
who spoke at the dedication, Jones noted that 
“Manor has been my heart and soul, and I’m sure 
glad it’s still running.” In 1988, a memorial plaque 
was installed in the “Bill Jones Card Room” to 
honor the memory of all deceased members who 
enjoyed using the room. Designed, made, and 
installed by Manor members, the plaque was 
acknowledged by the house committee as the 
finest and most original plaque in the Club.

M odern Life at M anor

Since the 1970s, the highlight o f the social 
season at Manor has been the Holly Ball. Held 
the second Saturday in December, the event has 
always been a sellout, and competition for reser-
vations has been stiffer than for weekend tee

times in June. In prior years, individual hostesses 
staged small cocktail parties and dinners prior 
to joining the festivities at the Club that ended 
with breakfast. During the 1980s, dinner at the 
Club became the main focus and breakfast was 
discontinued. Admission to the Holly Ball re-
quired a financial contribution for charity as well 
as placing a gift for a child under M anor’s 
beautifully decorated lobby tree. The sight of all 
the generous and beautiful gifts under the 
Christmas tree for so many children who might 
otherwise have no gifts always makes this event 
special. Over the years, a recipient of the char-
itable donations derived from the Holly Ball was 
the McKinney Hills Learning Center. To acknow-
ledge Manor’s generosity, the Learning Center 
dedicated a resource room to Manor and placed 
a plaque in the Club’s honor in the hallway.

Following the Holly Ball is the annual New 
Year’s Eve Dance. Always a popular event, it 
brings the holiday season to a glamorous end. 
For example, New Year’s Eve 1980 featured an 
open bar, party favors, champagne at Midnight, 
and breakfast for $40.00 per person. The New 
Year’s Eve Party was a sellout attended by over 
300 Manor members.

The Valentine’s Day Party o f 1980 was a- 
nother much loved “Bounty” featuring a raw bar 
including a decorated fish; cheese and fruit table; 
fondue table with several types of fondue; meat 
table with miniburgers and New York Strip loin; 
hot hors d ’oeuvres table with baby ribs, drum- 
mettes, eggplant, and mushroom caps; and 
dessert table including cream puffs, chocolate 
eclairs, fresh fruit in Grand Mamier-all for $30 
per couple. The ballroom was decorated with 
pink and red flowers for a full house o f members. 
Music was provided by Jack Corey for dancing 
from 9:30 P.M. to 12:30 A.M.
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A black-tie Ball was held Saturday, May 15, 
1982 to celebrate the Club’s 60th Anniversary. 
The evening featured strolling strings during 
cocktails and a seven-course French dinner. 
Music for after-dinner dancing was provided by 
a sixteen-piece band led by Trux Baldwin. Beau-
tiful souvenirs for the occasion were two original 
drawings by Manor member, Bill Rickert, of the 
first clubhouse, “Homewood,” and the club-
house built after the 1952 fire. Both drawings 
w ere included in the invitation to this an-
niversary event. Notable members from earlier 
Club years that were able to attend the event 
included Mrs. Harry Pitt, Mrs. Ralph Pittman, 
and Mrs. John Daily.

By the 1980s, social events were varied to 
appeal to Manor’s diverse membership. There 
were “Big Band” sound events delivered by full 
orchestras in black-tie as well as informal parties 
with more modem music to appeal to the younger 
members. Attendance at both types o f events 
proved that Manor’s members enjoy a good time 
and good music from all eras.

In an effort to guarantee a good turnout at 
the 1983 Tailgate Rally, Redskins tickets were 
the featured door prizes. The dress code was 
stadium attire, and dinner was served tailgate 
style. Music was provided by one o f Manor’s 
favorite bands, “The Family.”

An innovation o f the 1986 social season was 
the TGIF Party in October that was more a 
cocktail party than a dance. The crowd loosened 
up with half price drinks and a wine bar from 
6:00 P.M. to 7:00 P.M. when the cocktail buffet 
began. The committee had arranged for a piano 
player and a deejay to enhance the evening’s 
enjoyment. The absolutely biggest event of the 
evening was the surprise arrival of a huge Harley 
Davidson motorcycle driven up the middle of 
the ballroom by one o f the Club’s waitresses with

one of the bartenders right behind her fully attired 
in Biker leather. General agreement proclaimed 
that this first TGIF party was the best social event 
at Manor in twenty years. It was a hard act to 
follow. However, in the spring of 1987, a sequel 
was held. Attendees walked up a gangplank to 
be greeted by Captain Jack Molinaro (Club 
Manager) and First Mate Joan Wire (Banquet 
Manager). The Sherwood High School Marching 
Band provided a departure sendoff playing 
“Anchors Aweigh” as they marched in the back 
door of the ballroom, up its length, and out the 
front door. The port-of-call was a Caribbean Isle 
complete with native dancers and limbo contest.
The door prize was a trip to Cancun, Mexico.

In February 1989, Manor held a traditional 
Mardi Gras party with the Club decorated to 
resem ble Bourbon Street. Hurricanes were 
served from the bar by “Pat Rufus O ’Brien,” 3 
as well as Cajun delicacies. The high point of

35
the evening was the king cakes imported from 
New Orleans so a King and Queen could be se-
lected. In keeping with New Orleans musical 
reputation, the band was one of the best in mem-
ory and revelers danced the night away.

After a four year absence, the entertainment 
committee brought back “Casino Night" in April 
1989. In addition to a continuous buffet and 
dancing, there was a full casino set-up with craps, 
roulette, blackjack, mini-baccarat, and a money 
wheel. To keep the police away from the door, 
gamblers were each given $60,000 Manor money 
chips at the door to last the evening. For those 
gamblers who were on a roll, there were prizes 
if they ended the evening with the most chips.

The social event of the summer o f 1990 was 
the Twist and Shout Party featuring Jr. Cline and

? Charles Rufus so-nam ed fo r  the fam ous Pat O 'Brien's Bar in 
New Orleans, which is noted fo r  its powerful "Hurricanes.
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the Recliners. In his first appearance at Manor, 
Jr. Cline drew a crowd second only to the Holly 
Ball. More remarkable than his drawing power 
was his ability to maintain a packed dance floor 
throughout the night. For the first time in many 
years, there was a traffic jam on Carrolton Road 
at 1:00 A.M. This band, with its exciting solid 
sound and danceable music, proved to be an en-
during favorite booked for many repeat per-
formances and sold out nearly every time.

Social activities moved outdoors during the 
summer of 1992 as the entertainment committee 
selected a broad variety o f musical groups and 
events from steel drums to a harpist to entertain 
under the stars on the patio. The broad variety 
proved that there was something for everyone 
to enjoy on a pleasant summer evening without 
having to dress for the formality o f the lounge.

The Manor ballroom was transformed into 
“Club M,” a vision from the elegant French Ri-
viera complete with marbled columns and palm 
trees for the February 1994 social event. All in 
attendance found themselves in a fantasy of opu-
lence and romance. Music by ONYX kept the 
dance floor full throughout the evening. “Club 
M” guests enjoyed a scrumptious array of temp-
tations including carved beef, a pasta bar, a raw 
bar, an exotic mushroom station, fine finger 
foods, and an assortment of fresh fruit, cheeses, 
and canapes. The usual dining tables were replaced 
by intimate seating arrangements. The tuxedo- 
clad staff ensured that comfort and pleasure were 
in abundant supply throughout the evening.

With the influence o f warmer weather and 
changes in the m em bership’s tastes toward 
informality, the Board of Governors, in 1994, lift-
ed the requirement that gentlemen must wear 
jackets at all times in the Wedge-Wood Lounge. 
Effective April 15 of that year, jackets and ties 
were no longer mandatory after 9:30 P.M.

Manor has been the scene of a number of 
Elvis sightings during the 1990s. His first 
recorded appearance was in the lounge one 
evening when he provided more than 100 
onlookers with a rousing performance o f his 
greatest hits. Elvis was once again in his prime, 
and the guests loved it. Although there were 
many in the crowd old enough to remember the 
original “King,” some o f the younger members 
who hadn’t been privileged to see him perform 
before thought the “King” bore a striking re-
semblance to a Manor member.

A much more special and sophisticated event 
took place shortly thereafter as Manor staged 
“A Night at the Opera” showcasing the talents 
o f Manor’s very own opera stars Thomas Stewart 
and Evelyn Lear (Stewart) who shared memories 
o f  their perform ances in the greatest opera

Elvis Presley visits Manor.
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houses o f the United States and Europe. A string 
trio welcomed members to the cocktail reception 
in the lounge before they moved on to the per-
formance. Tom Stewart and Evelyn Lear shared 
recordings and videos as well as performed for 
the capacity crowd. The elegant evening of song, 
story, and a spectacular eight-course dinner was 
a rare treat for the membership. The evening 
concluded with “Big Band” music from the 
Richard Bray orchestra.

C on tribu tions 
from  tke  S taff

Throughout the C lub’s seventy-five year 
history, the staff has been a vital part o f the 
operations and made great contributions to its 
social activities. (Staff members who provide 
services specifically to the go lf and tennis 
communities are outlined in those chapters of 
this history.) This section notes the contributions 
o f some o f the many loyal and faithful staff 
members who have worked diligently, some-
times well behind the scenes, to make social life 
at M anor exciting and memorable. Because 
records for the early years come primarily from 
oral history, identification o f the early staff 
members is sketchy. However, this history ac-
knowledges their professionalism because it is 
apparent that their service contributed to turning 
“Homewood” into a club that lured several hun-
dred people to the hills o f Norbeck in the middle 
o f winter for formal dances, tea parties, and 
bridge. Clearly the chefs and kitchen staff must 
have turned out first-rate meals. The club man-
agers also were conscientious in making sure 
that all aspects of the social events were perfectly 
orchestrated and that things were done with just 
the right flourish.

Despite frequent turnover in some areas, 
there are some Manor staff who have been at 
the Club many years and who have become key 
to the success of the Club’s operation.

Tom Washington

Probably the best known was Tom Wash-
ington and his family who lived in a house close 
to the seventeenth fairway when “Homewood” 
was acquired by the “Syndicate.” Washington 
and his family remained in that house and many 
o f them worked at the Club in a variety of posi-
tions. His son was one of the best caddies on the 
course and his daughter, Madeline, worked for 
many years in the ladies locker room. Over the 
years, Tom Washington had a variety of posi-
tions, including cook at one time, but he could 
always be counted on to raise and lower the Uni-
ted States flag each day. Washington was honored 
for his commitment to Manor at the Club’s fif-
tieth anniversary. He died not too long after that.

Mr. Leonard was maitre d' in the dining room 
and was long famous for his flair especially with
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table side preparation. With Mr. Leonard as 
maitre d ’, every meal in the dining room became 
a special occasion and special occasions became 
spectaculars. Members were deeply saddened 
when illness caused him to leave his post. Many 
say today that Manor was never the same again. 
Another longtime maitre d ’ was Chester Hood, 
who was in charge o f the mixed grill. He was a 
favorite among many members and a valued as-
set to the Manor staff. Like the dining room 
after Mr. Leonard left, many say that the mixed 
grill was never quite the same after Chester Hood 
left.

Raman Nelliparambil served Manor mem-
bers as bartender in the men’s grill during the 
1960s and 1970s. Before his affiliation with 
Manor Country Club, he was a hotel steward in 
D ehli, India. Ram an N elliparam bil’s con- 

9 scientious and caring nature as a hotel steward
3 8  eventually led to his immigration to the United

States. As steward in India, a hotel guest, 
journalist Bettina Angelo, became seriously ill 
and kept to her room. She was in desperate need 
o f care, but hotel staff were reluctant to enter

her room for fear her disease was communicable. 
Raman Nelliparam bil took pity on her and 
nursed her back to health. In return for his kind-
ness, Bettina Angelo promised him that should 
he ever want to come to America to contact her. 
At that time, there was a limit of ten Indians 
allowed into the United States per year, but 
journalist Angelo succeeded in getting Nelli-
parambil into the country although it required 
an Act of Congress. He eventually was able to 
bring his wife, Eshoda, and his two children to 
America. Both children adapted to the American 
school system as children and eventually went 
on to college. Manor members thought quite 
highly o f Raman Nelliparambil. In fact, when it 
became necessary for him to move his family 
from an apartment, members gathered together 
a $10,000 down payment for him to place on a 
house (all o f which he promised and did pay 
back to each m ember). Later, when N elli- 
parambil’s health interfered with his ability to 
continue his service at Manor, the membership 
turned out in full force to sponsor his retirement 
party and send him on his way with a sizable 

contribution. He and his wife currently 
reside in Florida and come back to visit 
the area periodically.

Ollie Robinson, was behind the bar 
in the Wedge-Wood Lounge for twenty- 
five years. He came to Manor from the 
Olney Inn, one o f Maryland’s fine, old 
restaurants that displayed true southern 
hospitality. Robinson brought that talent 
for making people feel welcome with him 
to Manor and became a friend to many 
members. With Robinson behind the bar, 
the W edge-W ood L ounge becam e 
M anor’s “Cheers,” “ ...a  place where 
everybody knows your name, and you’re

Raman Nelliparambil
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Ollie Robinson

always glad you cam e....” No matter 
how large the crowd in the lounge, 
Robinson was always on top o f things 
and made sure that everyone enjoyed the 
evening. On slower nights, he would 
share wonderful stories with the folks at 
the bar, and there were generally quite a 
few o f them. Robinson’s departure in 
early 1998 due to illness saddened a great 
number o f the members and marked the 
end o f an era.

Turnover is traditionally high in the food and 
beverage business but some o f Manor’s staff 
remained in place for a very long time. Two of 
M anor’s w aiters, C harlie King and Lewis 
Haythe, have been at Manor since 1967. King 
recalls that he felt as though he’d become part 
o f a big family when he joined Manor. Members 
helped him rent an apartment, arranged credit,

Lewis Haythe and Charlie King

Two other longtime employees were Frank 
Chambers and Rufus Charles who worked as 
banquet waiters and bartenders for thirty-five 
years. They were true professionals from the old 
school who made sure that things were served 
correctly and that special requests were honored 
immediately. On many evenings, they seemed 
to be having as much fun as the guests and were

and helped him buy a car. As a member of the 
family, King will often provide guidance to the 
younger members because he feels he lacked 
some guidance as a youngster and wants children 
to know how beneficial a parent’s interest is. 
King met his wife of thirty years at Manor, so it 
truly has been a productive employment for him. 
Like King, Haythe has had a long and happy 
marriage and has sent each of his three children 
to college. His daughter, LeShawn, went to the 
University of Arkansas on a track scholarship. 
Haythe and King were named senior waiters 
when the new clubhouse was opened, and they 
were identified as sources of help and guidance 
for the new staff that was hired for food and 
beverage operations.
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Frank Chambers and Rufus Charles

major factors in the success o f many special 
events. The night o f the T.G.I.F. party in 1986, 
it was Charles who rode down the middle of the 
ballroom on the back o f the Harley Davidson 
driven by one of the waitresses. It was surely 
the most unique thing he was asked to do while 
on the Manor payroll. Chambers and Charles, 
again no matter how large the crowd, could be 
counted on to get and keep the party going and 
to get into the spirit o f the event.

While not on the front lines, the office staff 
made a major impact on Manor’s social scene. 
For many years, Louise Woodcock took care of 
all event scheduling and planning. As if this were 
not enough o f a job, she also served as the 
correspondence secretary for the Board o f Gov-
ernors and took care of all membership matters. 
No matter what members needed to have done 
at the Club, Woodcock was the best person to 
go to when a problem needed solving. It was a 
very sad day for the membership and her co-
workers when she retired and moved to Texas.

At night, when Louise Woodcock wasn’t on 
duty, the person to contact was Joan Leith. She 
worked the night front desk and switchboard for

nearly twenty years and made sure that 
dinner and special event reservations were 
placed correctly. She too became an aux-
iliary family member to many as members 
took a few minutes to chat about the spe-
cial events in her life and theirs on their 
way in or out of the Club in the evening.

Joan Wire began her career at Manor 
twenty years ago at the switchboard and 
then moved on to become an assistant to 
Louise Woodcock in scheduling events. 
Wire took over as the primary banquet and 
event planner during the 1980s and, 
despite the challenges posed by mana-

gerial changes and the renovation, she main-
tained her positive approach and can-do attitude. 
During Wire’s tenure, outside events have grown 
in both number and variety, and these events 
have become a major contributing factor to the 
Club finances.

Carolyn Kearns has been with Manor only 
a few years less than Joan Wire and, like her, 
started at the switchboard. While Wire took on 
the banquet respon sib ilitie s  from  Louise 
Woodcock, Kearns took over the membership 
matters and correspondence responsibilities for 
the Board of Governors. In addition, Kearns is 
also the graphic artist for all the flyers an-
nouncing special events that members need to 
add to their packed calendars. Her excellent 
organizational and interpersonal skills make her 
job look easier than it actually is.

An area o f Club operations that may be 
unnoticed by many is the financial one. For ma-
ny years, that area was handled directly by Board 
members but as the Club, its operations, and its 
fiscal responsibilities grew, it became necessary 
to have a dedicated staff. Tim Parris, Manor’s 
current Director o f Finance, has been on hand
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to observe many o f the changes. Perhaps the 
biggest was the introduction o f computerized 
chits for food and beverage sales during the 
1980s. No longer was it necessary to be able to 
recognize each o f the member’s signatures to 
get billing made to the correct account. Parris 
has shepherded Manor’s billing department into 
the computer age.

Fam ily and Junior A ctiv ities

A new tradition was initiated in 1992 with 
the first Manor Family Fun Day, an event with 
activities for adults to enjoy with their children. 
In addition to the pony rides, moon bounce, face 
painting, and a train ride, there were the adult/ 
child water balloon toss, bubble gum blowing 
contests, craft table, cupcake walk, and more. 
One o f M anor’s finest among the Board of 
Governors even volunteered to be the target for 
the dunk tank. With so much to choose from, 
the event drew big crowds and rave reviews thus 
making it instantly an annual activity.

In 1993, a “Wheels Parade” was added to 
the Fourth o f July festivities. Anything with 
wheels from bicycles and strollers to rollerblades 
were eligible entries to be decorated in the 
patriotic theme. The nearly fifty decorated 
entries proved that Manor’s younger set was as 
patriotic as Uncle Sam could wish for. The 
parade stepped off at 1:00 P.M. and proceeded 
through the Club grounds and down Great Oak 
and Carrolton Roads. Prizes were awarded to 
the most patriotic participants at the annual 
Fourth of July barbecue.

The first Manor Volksmarch took place on a 
beautiful fall day in October 1993 with a course 
that wound its way through the community for 
four and a half miles. Entire families, including 
some with pets, were able to combine outdoor

exercise with an appreciation of the fall colors. 
Walkers were given cards that were stamped at 
various checkpoints as they traversed the course 
and awarded medals when they completed the 
walk. Proceeds went to the American Heart As-
sociation. The event was a wonderful way to 
work up an appetite for the Oktoberfest held that 
evening. By the following year, the membership 
was growing more competitive or needed a bet-
ter workout before proceeding on to the Okto-
berfest dinner. In addition to the walk, a 5K Run 
was also included in the program.

Chris Rice setting the stage for Manor’s goblins.

Junior activities have been a part of the social 
activities of Manor Country Club throughout 
most of its history. In the Club's earliest days, 
members wanted to encourage their children as 
well as their wives to take up golf and promoted 
the short inside nine-hole golf course for that 
purpose. As the Manor community grew, so did 
the Club’s interest in becoming a family club. 
C hild ren’s activities became an im portant 
feature of the Club calendar to both community
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and active members. Often the parents arranged 
swim-offs for the children on Sunday afternoons 
long before competitive swimming was formally 
organized among the area clubs, and children fre-
quented the Manor stables along with the adult 
members. The inside nine golf course was also 
available to children as well as wives to develop 
their golfing skills.

Teens became organized as early as the 
1950s with the formation of the Junior Council 
which in 1963 was renamed the Manor Club 
Teen Association. During the 1960s, the teens 
planned and ran their own activities; had their 
own officers; and featured their own teen column 
in the Manor newsette; however, they did have 
an adult sponsor. One newsette teen column 
reported on their Annual Back-to-School Dance 
on September 23, 1966. In addition to the teen 
activities, the teens planned for the younger 
children. One newsette reported that on Sep-
tember 4, 1966, a fair on the fairway was held 
from 2:00 P.M. to 4:00 P.M. for children under 
nine years. Information about junior activities 
other than tennis, golf, and swim was not 
available until the 1980s when the Board of 
Governors instituted a Youth Committee o f 
adults who planned and continue to plan act-
ivities principally for young children along with 
a few scattered teen events. Most young teen

activities have centered around swim team where 
dinner dances were and are given at various 
multiple club swim events such as Divisionals 
or Relays.

When it snows, M anor’s golf course has 
been historically a favorite spot to enjoy winter 
sports for parents as well as their children. The 
first tee with its sharp downhill slope onto the 
fairway has always been and continues to be the 
prime attraction for sledders using traditionally 
shaped sleds as well as tubes, saucers, and to-
boggans. In addition to the first tee, a number of 
cross-country skiers use the golf course to hone 
their talents when they have the opportunity. The 
rolling terrain also supports snow forts and 
snowball fights all in the spirit of healthy com-
petition. From time to time, the conditions are 
just right for the creation of all manner of snow 
sculptures in the yards surrounding the Club.

Manor Country Club has maintained a long 
tradition of family fun as well as sophisticated 
fun and fun created out of fund-raising needs. 
Although the Club may have provided haven for 
men to play golf, even as early as the late 1920s, 
family activities were an important aspect of 
M anor life, and M anor soon became char-
acterized as a fam ily club throughout the 
metropolitan area.
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Manor Park

Because o f its unique membership structure, 
Manor Country Club has always been closely 
connected to its surrounding community of 
homes, Manor Park. Beginning in 1923, the 
“Syndicate” planned 400 lots. The first 100 lot 
owners would become life members of the Club, 
and the balance became community members. 
According to Dick Dietrick, approximately thirty 
homes had been built in Manor Park by the end 
o f the 1930s, and construction did not pick up 
again until after World War II because it was 
difficult to obtain building materials. However, 
with the advent o f the 1950s, building materials 
were again available, and WSSC had extended 
its service as far as Manor by this time. As a 
result, Manor experienced a building boom.

The earliest homes clustered around the back 
nine holes from Old Georgia Avenue to the log 
houses on the tenth fairway. The earliest homes 
were the McGee house(4116 Montpelier) which 
is the white low cottage toward the bottom of 
Montpelier and the log houses on the tenth fair-
way. Murray Robinson, son o f Admiral Samuel 
M. Robinson, provided a letter recounting the 
building o f these two log houses.

Both with the Navy, Samuel Robinson and 
Claude Jones joined Manor Club and bought 
adjacent lots on which to build the log houses in 
1922. They obtained permission from the “Syn-
dicate” to cut logs, some on their own property 
and some from the Manor Club property to build 
the houses. Robinson and Jones obtained plans

for the log houses from the Library of Congress. 
(The smaller o f the log houses, Robinson’s, 
follows one of the historic plans fairly closely, 
but Jones created his own design due to the top-
ography o f the lot.) Both men obtained the 
services of some Kentucky “mountaineers” to 
build the houses. Murray Robinson believed that 
the mountaineers cut down the trees, debarked 
and creosoted them, and allowed them to dry 
out over the winter. Building began the following 
summer. After the piers were built, the log 
houses were built the same way a child builds 
one with a set of “Lincoln Logs.” The ends of 
the logs were notched, most likely with saws 
and axes; the logs were stacked one on another. 
Each log was secured to the adjacent logs above 
and below by long spikes driven down through 
each log through the log below and into the log 
below that. The mountainmen used wooden 
mallets that they made on the spot, rather than 
steel hammers to drive the spikes. The chinking 
plaster between the logs was reinforced with 
horse hair.

Other log house construction materials were 
created or found on Manor property. The stone 
fireplace, chimney, and closing under the houses 
between ground level and floor sills most likely 
were built with stone from the quarry on Club 
property. The flooring was pine. Murray Rob-
inson recalls varnishing these floors many times. 
After it dried, it was as hard as hardwood. 
Originally, the fireplace and portable kerosene
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14803 Carrolton Road

of the finest golf courses in 
the East . . . with miles of 
p leasant bridle paths and 
trails winding through virgin 
forests and across pleasant 
m eadows.” This brochure 
featured the newly completed 
home of Mr. and Mrs. John 
E. N ell (14709 Carrolton 
Road) who agreed to open 
their home to the public for

stoves were the only heat source so the 
houses were primarily seasonal resi-
dences. The loghouses did not become 
all-year-round homes until about 1937.
The roofs o f both houses are high- 
pitched to keep them from leaking.
Electric power lines came into the area 
in 1920 but capacity  w as sparse. 
Robinson recalled that when lightning 
would strike the telephone line, it would 
come into the house and bum a hole in 
the phone box and discharge into the 
kitchen as a ball of blue fire (ionized gas about 
4 inches in dia-meter)— home grown UFOs. 
Samuel Robinson wrote an article on “The 
Building of a Log House” that appeared in House 
and Garden or House Beautiful.

W hile the log houses possess a rustic  
character, they were not quite the vision o f 
Manor Park that Sixteenth Street Highlands of 
Maryland wanted to project. They preferred to 
market Manor Park as a community for the dis-
cerning— for “those seeking the ideal residential 
com m unity.” S ixteenth  S treet H igh lands 
developed a 1933 brochure promoting houses 
in the Manor Park community as having “one

14709 Carrolton Road

inspection as an example o f the “high type of 
planning and construction” o f homes in the 
Manor community. Members o f the Sixteenth 
Street H ighlands show cased this home to 
encourage M anor Club members and their 
friends to purchase lots in the community. The 
house was designed by Donald S. Johnson, R. 
A. He used quarried stone from the Manor Club 
property, weathered timbers, and old brick and 
centered this gracious home on spacious grounds 
surrounded by beautiful trees.

Likewise, an ad for a house on Beverly was 
run in the Post in 1939 advertising a “large 
seven-room home [that] has recreation room
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with fireplace; m aid’s room 
with bath, two-car attached 
garage on B everly  Road 
(4001 Beverly) in “M anor

Entrance into Manor Club from Georgia Avenue, 1920s.

Club Estates” for $15,900.
The ad instructed interested 
buyers to “continue out Geor-
gia Avenue extended 2 blocks 
past the entrance to the Manor 
Country Club. This home and 
its neighboring  red brick 
house, by the same builder, 
were probably the last homes 
built in Manor Park until the 1950s.

Homes designed by Charles Zeller are 
estimated to number approximately thirty sited 
throughout the community. While Zeller was

presents majestic tw o-story windows over-
looking the generous lawn and golf course. 
According to Dennis Bames, Zeller incorporated 
bricks from the Capitol which was burned down 
by the British during the War of 1812. These 
bricks had been used in construction of another 
government building that was being tom down. 
Zeller read an advertisement in the newspaper 
about the availability of these bricks and pur-

Zeller’s residence on Bretton Road.

stationed in Europe, he noted the designs of 
homes there, and he replicated elements o f those 
European homes in the design o f the homes he 
built in Manor Park, including secret rooms and 
com partm ents built behind paneled walls. 
Perhaps one o f the best examples is Charles 
Zeller’s own home on the tenth fairway that has 
the characteristic Zeller tudor style. This home Zeller' country cottage entrance,
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chased them to use in the construction o f his 
home on Bretton Road.

Many of the Zeller homes have a cozy cot-
tage-like appearance, nestled in the woods. In

14731 Crossway Road at the eleventh tee.

fact, Zeller’s own home on Bretton Road shares 
th is characteristic  from  its B retton  Road 
entrance. The Zeller-designed home at the end 
o f Cross way Road at the eleventh tee also gives 
the illusion of a small country cottage. In fact, 
it is an expansive home with four bedrooms, five 
and one half baths, and more than 5,400 square 
feet o f living space in addition to a three-car 
garage beneath the house. Often Zeller homes 
share characteristics in their construction such 
as beau tifu lly  stained and polished wood 
paneling and stone quarried from the Manor 
Club property. Zeller changed the architectural 
style o f his later homes, though, to reflect the 
style o f the 1950s such as the homes at 14814 
and 14818 Carrolton Road.

Over the years, the unique character o f 
M anor Park has received atten tion  in the 
Washington Post. In 1964, the Williamsburg 
co lon ia l, at 14600 C arro lton  R oad, was 
showcased among the Post’s “Homes o f ’64.” 
Manor Park itself was featured in the P ost’s 
Saturday column “Where We Live” November

18, 1995. The article particularly notes the 
unusual character of the neighborhood not only 
in architecture but also in its residents’ desire to 
stay or, if  they grew up in the community, return 

to it as adults. Perhaps one buyer of a home 
in Manor Park described it best when she 
said the neighborhood was “ ... the closest 
thing I could find [in the metropolitan 
area] to a small town in which to raise my 
children.” Property values in Manor Park 
have increased quite a bit since Zeller’s 
days. According to a local realtor and 
resident, Marty Apel, homes can range 
from $300,000 to more than $1 million. 
However, real estate value does not seem 
to be the motivation to own in Manor Park. 
One can only speculate that long traditions 

o f leaf-raking, beautiful vistas of the treed golf 
course around which the houses are sited, and 
the comradery that develops from Manor Club 
activities spawn such loyalty among Manor Park 
residents.

Another Zeller-designed Manor community home: 4008 Montpelier Road.
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Lingering around the 19th hole.

Marion Brown (Booth) and her winning swing. Clagett Stevens displays professional form.
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Golf At Manor

Golf could be called Manor’s raison d ’etre. 
Not only is its twenty-seven holes its largest 
asset, but golf has always been the Club’s main-
stay and the primary attraction for its members 
and their families. For many years, the premier 
social event [of the Golf Season] was the Annual 
Golf Night that announced the men and women’s 
golf program and schedule as well as changes 
in rules and handicapping procedures both 
national and local. These evenings included pre-
sentations by PGA officials, movies, equipment 
demonstrations, and fashion shows and usually 
drew a sellout crowd. In the fall, Golf Awards 
Night was another popular social occasion at 
w hich  the m ajor tou rnam en t prizes w ere 
awarded to both the men and women golfers. 
Awards were also made to the most improved 
man and woman golfer. The long-standing 
tradition came to an end in 1983 
w hen the G o lf  C om m ittee 
decided that it was more mean-
ingful to award the prizes at the 
end o f each competitive event.
The following narrative about 
Manor’s golf history falls easily 
into the following categories: the 
Construction of the Golf Course,
M anor’s G o lf Pros, M anor’s 
Golf Programs, Manor’s Special 
Golf Events, Manor’s Own Golf 
Stars, and Manor Members Who

Contributed to Golf in the Maryland and the 
USGA Section.

C onstruction  of tke G olf C ourse

Manor’s founding members couldn’t wait to 
get golf underway. Lacking a formal architect, 
M an o r’s ea rlie s t m em bers carved nine 
“temporary” holes into the land east o f the 
clubhouse and golf competition quickly began. 
W illiam  Flynn, one o f  the forem ost g o lf 
architects of the time, was engaged to design a 
twenty-seven hole golf layout that would in-
clude an eighteen hole championship course and 
a shorter course that could be used by the ladies 
on crowded days. According to Flynn’s plans, 
the ladies’ course and five holes o f the eighteen 
hole course (today’s ten through fourteen) were
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directly east of the clubhouse. Holes fifteen 
through eighteen were to be placed on thirty 
acres o f woodland and open country to the 
northeast of the Club. The first foursome to play 
eighteen holes at Manor teed off on October 1, 
1925 and consisted of Mr. William Richardson, 
chairman of the golf committee; Mr. Nelson; Mr. 
C.M. Wright; and Mr. Cliff Berryman, cartoonist 
for the Washington Star. Right behind them was 
a threesome o f Mr. Frank Staley, Mr. A. Walter 
Collier, and Mr. Henry Tait Rodier. The first 
course record was a seventy-three, four over par 
for the original eighteen, established by Mr. A. 
L. Houghton in the fall of 1925. As the 1926 
golf season opened, formal competition began 
in earnest. Although there have been many 
changes to the “ladies’ course,” with the ex-
ception of some minor modification to fifteen 
and sixteen, holes ten through eighteen remain 
essentially as they were constructed. Con-
struction of the last nine holes, or today’s front 
nine, was delayed until sufficient financing was 
available.

In 1927, when the Board of Governors was 
ready to complete the twenty-seven hole layout, 
they chose not to pursue F lynn’s plans but 
instead contracted with Harry J. Collis and 
Associates of Chicago to complete the front nine 
(or “Woods Nine”). Collis was originally from 
England, as were most o f the active golf course 
architects of the time. He worked primarily from 
Flossmoor Country Club near Chicago where 
he invented a turf cutter and patented grass seed 
named after that club. Despite the early work 
by Flynn, Collis is credited as Manor’s course 
architect by the United States Golf Association.

While Collis was hard at work building the 
“Woods Nine,” Manor’s Golf Professional from 
1925 until 1941, A1 Treder and D.L. Thomson,

Chairman o f the Greens Committee through the 
1920s and 1930s, assisted by R.Q. Hines, the 
greenskeeper, made some major changes to the 
ladies’ course to increase its length. One of the 
laborers on this project was Clagett Stevens who 
returned in 1941 as Manor’s Golf Professional. 
When the “Woods Nine” opened for play in 
1929, Manor finally had the twenty-seven holes 
of golf that the founders had envisioned. The 
nines o f the eighteen hole course were played 
in the reverse of the way they are played today 
with the first nine holes surrounding the short-
er inside nine hole course. The Board o f 
Governors fixed the guest greens fee at $2.00 
on week days and $4.00 on Saturdays, Sundays, 
and holidays. Installation of a new water system 
allowed the installation of water fountains on 
the course— something not possible when the 
golf course water supply came from the swim-
ming pool. In addition, the new water system 
was expected to create major improvements in 
golf course maintenance.

The illustration o f original layout o f the 
“Woods Nine” as Collis completed his work was 
obtained from a 1929 subdivision plat that 
showed how the lots were subdivided at the time. 
The original layout was much different than it 
is today. Bobby Brownell, who played at Manor 
while growing up in the 1930s, described the 
course. The first hole from the existing first tee 
was a par five dogleg to the left to a green placed 
at about the 150 yard marker o f today’s hole 
number six. The second hole was a par three 
back to where the first green is today. What is 
played today as the second hole was originally 
the third. Number four was a par four from a tee 
close to today’s number five green back to 
today’s third green. The fifth was played as a 
par four on what is number four but from a tee
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Original layout of the “Woods Nine” from the 1929 subdivision plat.

in front o f the current white tees to a green just 
beyond the creek. The sixth hole started from 
the current number six forward tees to a green 
just to the right of the front tees on number seven. 
Brownell said that the course was so wooded 
that from the original number six green, players 
could not see the then number one green al-
though they were only a few yards apart. The 
tees for num ber seven were in front o f the 
existing forward tee box. The eighth and ninth 
have survived pretty much unchanged from the 
original layout.

Players quickly recognized that the “Woods 
Nine” was not made as long in yardage as it 
should have been, although there was ample 
space for nine holes o f regulation length. The 
1931 Annual Report states, “The chairman [ D. 
L. Thomson] o f our Greens Committee has 
developed some very elaborate changes in 
connection with [the “Woods Nine”] which will 
add some 300 yards to its length.” Manor wanted 
to expand some of its holes so that the golf course 
would be able to attract large tournaments. It is

not clear if these changes were made gradually 
or all at the same time but from discussion with 
longtime members it is clear that all were com-
plete by the 1940s.

With relatively few minor modifications, the 
golf course remains that way today. Installation 
o f a formal practice range was a major im-
provement to the golf facilities in 1970. Until 
this time, practice was done on existing fairways 
and required hiring a caddy to retrieve practice 
balls after they had been hit. In early 1970, dis-
cussions began about possible ways to modify 
the Harry Pitt nine to accommodate creation of 
a real practice area. The final decision was to 
move the ninth tee much further to the left 
creating a ninth hole dog leg. This made room 
for the practice area between the ninth hole and 
the eighteenth hole of the main course. The golf 
practice area was redesigned by Edmund B. Ault, 
a pre-eminent golf course architect in the spring 
o f 1978. The goals o f these changes were to 
improve the safety of golfers on the ninth fair-
way o f the Hairy Pitt course and to provide an

51
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enhanced practice facility. The changes required 
the movement of the Harry Pitt fourth tee, plac-
ing it behind the third green and shortening the 
hole thirty-five yards. With a new tee, the Harry 
Pitt ninth hole would be shortened eleven yards 
and would become a dog leg left. These changes 
allowed for the installation o f a 4,000 square 
foot practice tee complete with sand bunker. 
Trees were placed alongside the practice area to 
protect the golfers on the Harry Pitt course.

D espite the s ta f f ’s best efforts, M anor 
continued to have severe problems with the 
condition o f the golf course. The USGA Green 
Section Visiting Service visited Manor annually 
and suggested actions to improve the conditions 
o f the course. The biggest problems were lack 
of sunshine and airflow to many greens due to 
the concentration of trees on the course, tees that 
were too small for the amount o f play the course 
received, and the pervasive poa annua and weeds. 
The Greens Committee developed plans for 
course improvement: to place Bermuda grass on 
more fairways, to improve bunkers and greens, 
and to upgrade greens maintenance equipment. 
Significant increases were made in the greens 
budget, but it took the hiring o f a professional

agronomist before substantial progress could 
be made.

With the Greens Superintendent focused on 
fighting the battle o f keeping grass on the 
fairways and greens, some of the landscaping 
upgrades actually were done by the members. 
Those with homes along the fairways were urged 
to place plantings o f shrubs and flowers to 
beautify the course. Arrangements were made 
for members to donate plantings for the golf 

course either from their own 
landscape efforts or from a land-
scape service. Excess azaleas, 
hostas, evergreens, etc. from 
members’ properties found their 
way into flow er beds and as 
w indscreens. The addition o f 
trees to the g o lf course con-
tinued w ith donations. Some 
were Christmas trees that mem-
bers donated after the holidays. 
Other additions were the pines 
along Old Georgia Avenue on the 

fourteenth from the Seniors, and the pines along 
the twelfth and fifteenth fairways from the Men’s 
G olf Committee. A white pine was planted 
between first and third tees on the Harry Pitt 
course in memory o f its namesake. The gardens 
immediately behind the first green o f the Harry 
Pitt course and to the left o f the cart path near 
the pond on number eleven were planted in 
memory of two o f Manor’s most popular golfers, 
Kitty Johnson and Joe Bryan who died within a 
month of each other in early 1984. Each o f the 
surviving spouses wanted to make a permanent 
contribution to the beauty o f the course and 
provided the funding for the materials and 
installation o f the trees, plants, and flowers in 
these beautiful memorial gardens.

Golfers on today’s 10th green.
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In addition to memorial gardens, the golf 
course has provided for other landscaping 
activity. Flower beds around some of the tees 
were planted with themes. The seventh tee was 
reserved for “Maryland red and white” while the 
fifth was “Navy blue and gold.” Much of the 
labor to move and install these materials was 
provided by the membership. In addition, several 
areas of the course became nurseries for fledg-
ling evergreens that were to someday move to 
other locations. Greens Committee Chairman, Ed 
Dunlap, was one of the prime movers in this area 
during the 1970s. He took on a pride of ownership 
in course m aintenance and beautification. 
Dunlap’s success was such that, for the first time 
in the golf course’s nearly fifty years, summer 
rules were in effect from May through August.

In a major project to aid fellow members, 
one o f Manor’s most dedicated golfers, George 
Bushby, oversaw the measurement and marking 
of the golf course. Concrete markers were placed 
on white tees denoting distance to the center of 
the green, and small evergreens were placed 150 
yards dow n the fairw ay from  the greens. 
Measurements were as precise as surveying 
equipment could achieve. Markers were placed 
on each tee to tell golfers the distance from the 
blue, red, and white tees.

The firm o f Robert Elder and Sons was hired 
in the spring of 1980 to improve the Club’s storm 
water management system. Open drain-age 
swales were created on seven fairw ays to 
eliminate swamp conditions that had historically 
prevailed. Creek crossings were realigned and 
a steel drain pipe was added to provide for cart 
crossovers. In addition, bunkers were added to 
the fourth, sixth, and fifteenth holes. The pre-
vailing rule of the 1980 golf season was “ground 
under repair.”

In 1984, Ed Ault, a renowned golf course 
architect was asked to prepare a master plan that 
would address all twenty-seven holes of golf. 
The Board of Governors approved the Master 
Plan that called for conversion of the fairways 
to disease-resistant grass, rebuilding four greens 
each year, tree removal, and extension of the 
irrigation system to the entire course. The goal 
was not only to improve golf course maintenance 
but also to assure playability and maintainability. 
Ault cautioned against premature judgment and 
warned that it takes three growing seasons for 
the greens to be strong enough to hold a ball. 
The first four greens to be rebuilt under this 
program  took longer than expected to be 
available for play, and it was not until 1987 that 
the golf course again played with summer rules.

In 1988, the irrigation system needed to be 
replaced. The system, designed by James Barrett 
Associates of Montclair, New Jersey, was run 
through the rough rather than down the fairways 
to minimize impact on the course. In addition 
to covering the golf course, the new system sup-
plied water to the flower beds and lawns around 
the clubhouse.

In the mid 1980s, Manor’s seventeenth par 
three hole was selected as one of the eighteen 
most difficult in the county in a survey of golf 
professionals and their assistants. At 238 yards 
from the blue tees and 196 from the whites, 
usually into a prevailing wind, this hole presents 
a test of both club selection and shot making.

In early fall 1990, the USGA Green Section 
Turf Advisory Service Director, Stan Zontek, 
visited Manor to help achieve the goals of having 
a golf course which presents a good appearance, 
plays well, and is reasonable to maintain. The 
main area of concern was greens— the newer 
sand-based greens and the older clay-based
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greens. Greens need at least eight hours of direct 
sunlight a day. To speed maturation o f the sand- 
based greens, they need to be generously ferti-
lized through the fall and aerated and top dressed 
three times a year. He also suggested that 
additional equipment be purchased for greens 
and bunker maintenance.

Manor continued to make progress toward 
the USGA Study and the Master Plan for the 
golf course prepared by Ault, Clark and Asso-
ciates that identified areas where sunlight and 
air circulation must be confronted. Although 
somewhat unpopular, removal of a number of 
trees became necessary. Careful planning for re-
placements that would not grow tall enough to 
cause additional problems alleviated much of 
this anxiety. As part of the reforestation process, 

-y- . the Board of Governors approved a new program
^  for members wishing to donate a tree in recog-

nition or in commemoration o f someone. Trees 
were planted at various locations around the 
course and included a marker identifying the 
person being remembered or recognized and the 
donor.

After many years o f problems with the 
eighth green following rain in any significant 
amount, reconstruction was begun in fall 1995. 
In addition to recontouring the green and adding 
subtle swales, the bunkering was changed 
dramatically. The finished product brought 
praise from all the golfers.

In almost every venue in which suggestions 
for improvements to the golf course were made, 
the issue o f permanent restroom facilities was 
raised. Moving golf course restroom installation 
into the budget for 1996 was but only one 
obstacle that had to be overcome. Providing 
sewer and electrical service to the middle o f the
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golf course posed a number o f challenges. A 
trench across the fourth hole was required to 
provide utilities for the restrooms on the front 
n ine . As design  w ork proceeded , it was 
discovered that those on the back nine would 
need to connect to sewer lines that ran behind 
the homes on Rosecroft Road. A fter much 
discussion with the county, permission was 
granted to install a septic system for the facility 
on the back nine. The permanent restrooms on 
the front nine opened during the 1997 golf 
season; those on the back in 1998.

In the fall o f 1997, there were still a number 
o f trees with low hanging limbs that blocked air 
circulation and sunlight to the course which 
continued to contribute to the turf management 
problems. The Board o f Governors approved 
closing the front nine o f the golf course in order 
to provide an uninterrupted work environment 
for the tree trimming. During the course of this 
effort, over 1,000 trees were trimmed. For both 
aesthetics and safety reasons, the Greens Com-
mittee also decided to move the cart path for the 
first hole into the woods between the first and 
ninth fairways. This change, completed in early 
1998, took the cart path out o f sight from the tee 
and greatly improved one o f M anor’s most 
impressive holes.

M anor s G o lf P rofessionals

Manor hired its first Golf Professional, Mel 
Shorey, in 1923, before it even had a golf course. 
His tenure was brief. He was only at Manor a 
year, and he most likely managed design and 
construction o f the “temporary” holes that were 
put into play before William Flynn began his 
work and then worked with Flynn.

Shorey was followed by Bill Mackie who 
was the professional for the inaugural season of

the eighteen hole layout. He was hired to perfect 
the putting greens on the course but was here 
for a short tenure of only six months.

Alfred E. Treder, who came to Manor in 
1926, and remained until 1941, was Manor’s 
first golf professional who had a fully developed 
golf course. He made a large contribution to the 
development o f Manor’s golf course, and he 
brought credibility to the Manor golf program 
through his commitment to the game. Treder, a 
PGA member, enjoyed some success in tour-
nament play and he was a top-flight teaching 
pro. He was a mentor to some of the leading 
golfers in the Washington area including Helen 
D ettweiler and her brother Bobby, Winnie 
Faunce, Mrs. L. G. Pray, Mrs. Walter Stokes, and 
Marion Brown (Booth). Despite his success and 
popularity at Manor, in 1941, A1 Treder gave up 
his career as golf professional and entered the 
photography business. Even after he changed 
careers, Treder’s reputation as an excellent 
teacher was such that he was frequently called 
upon to give lessons, which he did at East 
Potomac Golf Course.

A1 Treder’s successor as the Manor Golf 
Professional was Ed Stevens, Clagett’s brother. 
He was at Manor only a short time before Clagett 
returned to Manor and replaced his brother, Ed. 
C lagett Stevens rem ained the M anor G olf 
Professional for nearly forty years. As noted 
earlier, Stevens began his career at Manor in 
1926 as a laborer helping to build the back nine 
and the inside nine, which was later named 
after Harry Pitt. Later, he moved up to serve as 
a starter and caddy master, then became the 
Assistant Golf Professional, and served for two 
years as the Greens Superintendent. Stevens left 
Manor Country Club for a short time to become 
head pro at a country club in Ponte Vedre,
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Florida, then to a club in Richmond, Virginia 
but returned to Manor to become the Manor Golf 
Professional in 1941. During World War II, he 
worked as a combination manager and pro-
fessional. He drove an old truck to the market 
in Southwest Washington to purchase meat and 
vegetables to supply Manor’s kitchen. Despite 
lacking a high school diploma, he was able to 
get the books to balance when he was also a 
bookkeeper. During some o f the Club’s tenuous 
financial years, he helped the Club with interest 
free loans in sizable amounts. At the end o f the 
war, he resumed his duties as Golf Professional.

Clagett SteVens

After thirty-nine years with Manor, in the 
spring o f 1975, Clagettt Stevens announced his 
plans to retire. To express appreciation for his 
loyalty and dedication, the Board o f Governors 
declared Stevens “Pro Emeritus” and granted 
him a lifetime honorary membership in the Club. 
In addition, he continued to maintain the golf 
cart concession. Following his retirement in

May, a Testimonial Dinner Dance was held on 
September 5, 1975 to honor Stevens.

During his long and devoted years of service 
to M anor, C lagett Stevens had seen many 
changes take place. Some were tragic like the 
fires that destroyed the golf pro shop and the 
clubhouse, and some encouraging, such as the 
new clubhouse and the addition of the Wedge- 
Wood Lounge. He also saw the membership 
grow from 350 to 957. Many o f these members 
lived in the homes built in a community that had 
few permanent residents when he arrived.

Clagett Stevens returned to Manor from time 
to time and joined his old friends for a match. 
During one such outing in the fall o f 1984, he 
showed he was still a worthy competitor when 
he proudly matched his age with a stunning 
seventy-six.

Sam Blase, who had been a Manor member 
during his thirty year career at the FBI, returned 
to Manor. Blase may be remembered more in 
his capacity as Director o f Play, a position he 
took in April 1967. He understood the rules of 
play as the Board of Governors wanted them 
enforced at Manor, and he had their complete 
support in enforcing them equitably. Always 
ready with a good story to help the golfers relax 
before that challenging drive off the first tee, 
B lase was a good friend  to m any M anor 
members. He left his job as Director o f Play in 
December 1974 so he could spend more time 
golfing and fishing. Manor awarded Blase with 
an honorary life membership until he passed 
away in December 1996.

M anor had short-lived encounters with 
com puterized handicaps during the 1970s. 
Instructions were given to all the members as to 
how the sheets were to be filled out. Despite this 
effort to modernize the process, problems con-
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tinued to plague members, and the Handicap 
Committee found it necessary to pull the plug 
on the computer and revert to a manual process. 
According to Handicap Committee Chairman, 
Larry Hill, “handicapping is a personal equation 
which cannot be installed in the computer.” 

C addies were another longtim e M anor 
tradition. Early on, caddies were paid twenty- 
five cents per bag. Unable to get to the Club via 
public transportation, most of the caddies hitched 
rides, often with members, to get to and from 
the Club. At one time Whitey Miller, a member 
and auto dealer, rented trucks to the Club that 
were used to transport the caddies and other staff 
back and forth from the District line. One of the 
early caddies was Jimmy Reid who now over-
sees activities in the men’s locker room. To help 
with the transportation problem, Manor member 
Jim Walker bought Jimmy Reid a car and paid 
the insurance so he could get himself and others 
back and forth to work. Reid often caddied for 
Harry Pitt or Marion Brown (Booth) when she 
was one o f M anor’s young stars. The work, 
unfortunately, was very seasonal. However, 
some o f the members and Clagett Stevens were 
able to find ways to supplement the caddies’ 
income during the winter months. Following the 
terrible 1952 fire, the caddies were paid $1/hour 
to help dig the footings for the new clubhouse. 
With the advent o f golf carts, caddies virtually 
disappeared due to the availability o f carts, but 
the Board o f Governors decided to require 
caddies to augment the carts in the 1950s. The 
B oard  o f  G overnors passed  a reso lu tion  
requiring that at least one caddy be assigned to 
each foursome between the hours o f 10:00 A.M. 

and 1:00 P.M. (The sam e reso lu tion  also 
suggested that a “Ranger” be hired on Saturdays, 
Sundays, and holidays for the purpose o f

speeding up play— proving that the more things 
change the more they stay the same.) Even with 
the resolution, the number of caddies declined, 
and the requirement for their use was dropped 
by the 1960s. It was not until March 1976 that 
Manor announced re-institution o f a caddy 
program. Junior members, as well as their non-
m em ber friends and classm ates, were en-
couraged to sign up for the program and were to 
receive training to make them top notch caddies 
and better golfers as well. The goal was to 
develop a corps o f forty dedicated caddies. 
Caddies were taught to introduce themselves, 
where to stand so that they would not hinder 
play, to rake bunkers and repair ball marks, how 
to advise players of distances, and how to hold 
the flagstick. Caddy handbooks were distributed 
and a nine-hole test/training session followed ^
by a written test was held in order for the caddies ™
to be ranked. Members’ ratings of individual 57

caddy perform ance also figured into their 
ranking. During prime golfing hours (7:00 A.M. 

to noon on Saturdays, Sundays, and holidays) 
each foursome was required to take at least one 
caddy, but this too was short-lived.

After Clagett Steven’s departure as Club golf 
pro, Mr. Kim Hand was selected as Club Pro. 
H and’s initial actions were outlining a golf 
program that included private instruction and a 
series o f clinics for the juniors, the lady golfers, 
and beginners. Hand moved into the newly 
created pro shop behind the clubhouse, and, once 
installed, he looked forward to creating a truly 
full service pro shop which included offering 
club storage for $27/year. Under Kim Hand's 
supervision, the Junior Golf Program flourished, 
and more o f M anor’s junior golfers started 
playing and enjoying the game. Kim Hand 
brought Larry Velten to Manor to help run the
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golf program and golf shop operations. While 
Kim had worked hard to improve Manor’s golf 
operations, his tenure was relatively short, and 
he moved on to other opportunities in 1982.

Coleman Plecker at a rare moment of rest.

The Board of Governors selected Coleman 
Plecker from Towson Golf and Country Club as 
M anor’s new Head G olf Professional. The 
wisdom o f the decision was quickly apparent in 
upgraded pro shop service as well as in the 
quality and variety of merchandise available. 
Coleman Plecker’s expertise resulted in the 
Manor Pro Shop being named one o f the best 
in the United States. In 1984, Plecker was 
elected District area vice president of the Mid-
dle A tlantic Professional G olf A ssociation 
(MAPGA), one of the premier in the country, 
and to the pro golf group’s executive committee 
as well as chairman of the Education Committee. 
He was re-elected in 1985 and made chairman 
o f the Magazine Committee that publishes The 
Club Professional. In 1986, the Manor Pro Shop 
was selected as one o f the top twenty in the

country by G olf Shop Operations, and Manor 
maintained its standing every year through the 
end of the 1980s. One thing that distinguishes 
the Manor Pro Shop is its style and character.

Plecker’s wife Barbara was a major 
factor in providing those charac-
te ris tic s  and in d isp lay ing  m er-
chandise creatively.

Each year, MAPGA nominates 
three members for special recognition 
in three categories: the Horton Smith 
Educator, M erchandiser, and G olf 
Professional. Coleman Plecker re-
ceived the Horton Smith Trophy in 
recognition o f the outstanding con-
tributions and continuing con tri-
butions to golf professional education 
for 1986, 1991, and 1992. In 1991, 
Plecker was a finalist in all three 
categories. Specific factors in Plecker’s 
selection were his contributions to the 

N ational PGA E duca tion  P rogram ; con-
tributions to education programs and seminars 
in the Middle Atlantic Section; contributions and 
assistance toward the development o f articles 
which relate to and benefit education; and 
contributions to building the image o f both the 
golf professional and the Association. Rec-
ognition by his peers reflects his contributions 
to the categories of Teaching, Education, Junior 
Golf, and Club Relations.

In the fall o f 1991, the Club was notified 
that Coleman Plecker had qualified for induction 
into the PGA President’s Society, a prestigious 
group comprised o f the top five percent of the 
PGA professionals. Plecker demonstrated his 
commitment, dedication, and willingness to in-
crease his knowledge and performance. His pro 
shop was among the top in the golfing world
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and consistently ranked in the top 100 in the 
country.

In May 1995, Plecker was awarded the title 
of “Master Professional,” by the PGA Board of 
Directors. Only 159 PGA members had achieved 
this level o f professional recognition.

Larry Velten in front of “Tip of the Golf Hat.”

While Plecker has provided supervision and 
direction to the golf program and shop opera-
tions, he also has selected an outstanding staff. 
Wisely, Plecker kept Larry Velten on as Assistant 
Pro. Velten originated the “Tip o f the Golf Hat” 
signs outside the Pro Shop that let everyone 
know about som eone’s hole-in-one or new 
career round. The Golf Committee soon came 
to rely on Velten for the signs to announce 
pairings and schedules for all the tournaments 
in addition to all the work of setting them up 
and stroking the cards. Over the years, Velten 
became an invaluable asset to anyone organizing 
a golf event for the members or personally 
sponsored outings. As the golfers come in after

play, Velten is ready to congratulate those who 
played well and remind those who didn’t that 
it’s only the five or ten best that we see on 
television each week, and that no one makes 
every cut. In recent years, Velten has used his 
very rare Mondays off to organize trips to some 
of the new challenging courses in the area. As 
with the tournaments at Manor, Velten organizes 
these informal tournaments and all the logistics 
of meals and travel with a skill that would lead 
the uninformed to think it effortless. An excellent 
and patient teacher, Velten spends long hours at 
the practice range teaching and coaching mem-
bers trying to improve their games. His lesson 
money helps finance his well-earned annual “R 
& R” trip to Florida that helps rejuvenate him 
for the following year.

W hile Larry Velten has been Coleman 
Plecker’s right hand man, others on the golf staff 
made great contributions to his success as
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Manor’s Head Professional including his son Joe 
Plecker and his daughter Beth Sweeney. Some, 
such as Frank Mantua who made major con-
tributions to the Manor Junior Golf Program, 
took skills gained working at Manor on to new 
opportunities. Mantua is now head of the Junior 
Program for the USPGA. Others have found the 
Manor environment so comfortable that they’ve 
stayed on to serve the members even when it 
includes something totally outside their re-
sponsibilities such as modeling in the Manor 
Women’s Golf Association Spring Fashion Show 
as Jim Bell and Everett Gianiny have done. 
Everett Gianiny seems to be able to do any job 
that needs doing from starting, to marshalling 
and m erchandising. As time passed, Linda 
Helman has taken over from Barbara Plecker as 
the creator o f attractive merchandise displays 
and has gotten to know the members so well 
that she can select merchandise from the various 
vendors’ product lines and know which members 
will soon be wearing it.

In addition to the g o lf pro shop staff, 
Coleman Plecker’s staff includes the marshalls 
and starters who keep play organized and on 
schedule. After Sam Blase left, Brian Carroll be-
came overseer o f the first tee until he reluctantly 
had to leave the job for health reasons. Carroll’s 
good spirits were a hard act to follow and several 
starters moved in and out o f the newly con-
structed Starter’s “Shack.” For a while, Joe 
Plecker and Everett Gianiny shared the weekend 
duty on the first tee. They looked great in their 
“Sunday ties” until Coleman Plecker relaxed the 
dress code. More recently, Everett Gianiny 
seems to have the sole responsibility o f getting 
the go lfers o ff  in an o rderly  fash ion .

The m en’s locker room attendant Jimmy 
Reid is almost a central figure in Manor’s golf

history. Starting out as a caddy in the early years, 
Jimmy came to know all the Manor men golfers 
and provided an amazing variety of services to 
them. Over the years, Wednesday nights in the 
m en’s grill became marathon sessions, and 
Jimmy would sometimes arrive for work on 
Thursday morning to find card players still at 
the tables. Like other longtime staff members, 
Jimmy feels as though he’s part of a large family, 
and he makes sure his family gets taken care of, 
even when its something far and above his duties 
such as driving Bill Jones home when Jones 
became too ill to drive himself.

While the clubhouse was in shambles during 
the recent renovation, Jimmy set up shop in the 
cart bay next to the pro shop and was on hand to 
make sure that no Manor member had to stand 
at the first tee with less than a first class shoe 
shine. His operation really expanded when the 
Board decided to ban metal spikes during the 
summer o f 1997, and the metal spikes in all the 
member’s shoes had to be replaced with soft spikes.

Jimmy Reid
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The seventeenth hole. Manor’s first golf holes as they are today. The front nine from above.

The first, sixth, and ninth fairways. Manor’s number one handicap hole, the sixth. The seventh hole displays its hazards
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M anor s G olf P rog rams

M en’s Golf Program. In the early years, the 
“In v ita tio n a ls” hosted  by country  clubs 
throughout the area were even more prestigious 
than the M aryland State and D istrict tour-
nam ents. M anor was able to host its first 
Invitational in 1929 following the opening of 
the “Woods Nine.” The Club President at the 
time, Stanley Willis, called it the “most im-
portant event in the history of Manor Club.” For 
many years, an invitation to the Manor Invi-
tational was one o f the most sought after in the 
area. The Club was famous for both the caliber 
o f the competition and the hospitality it dis-
played to its guests. Although the tournament 
was officially only four days long, the practice 
rounds resulted in festivities taking up more 
time. The bam was full o f food and drink for 
the enjoyment o f the participants. Cost o f both 
entertainment and prizes was covered by the 
contributions of Manor members. Invitations 
w ere issued in the nam e o f  the club and 
participants competed on an individual basis. 
The J. Webster Manning Trophy, donated by its 
namesake, was presented to the winner o f the 
Invitational. Its winner in 1929 was M anor’s 
own Harry Pitt. The last Manor Invitational was 
held in 1959 w hen it was won by Bobby 
Brownell, a Manor member as a junior. Perhaps 
equally as thrilling to Brownell was setting a new 
Manor course record o f sixty-three during the 
course of the tournament. He remained the sole 
proprietor o f that record until 1977. The J. 
Webster Manning Invitational Trophy is the 
oldest golf trophy in the Club’s possession.

In time, Invitational tournam ents were 
replaced by the Member-Guest Tournaments. 
Over the years, the format for the Member-Guest

T ournam ent evolved from  a scratch  to a 
handicap tournament as well as from stroke to 
medal play. Member-Guest Tournaments were 
major social events that included stag dinners 
for the gentlemen; luncheons and social events 
for the ladies; and a very special dinner dance 
on Saturday evening. W hen the event was 
shortened to only two days, the social events 
lessened as well.

Manor’s golf program has evolved over the 
years as events were added or formats revised 
to accommodate changes in the game and to keep 
players’ interest each season. Tournaments have 
been added to the schedule or renamed to honor 
golfing members who made important con-
tributions to the Club and the game.

A prime example is the Two-Man Team 
Tournament. The esteem the membership had 
for “Tufty” Leemans is reflected in the selection 
o f the Club’s premier tournament to be named 
after him following his death January 19, 1979. 
O f all Manor’s competitive events, it has drawn 
the largest number o f entries. Originally, the 
Two-Man event was a match play tournament, 
however, it drew great interest as members 
calculated the odds on the possible winners in 
the cham pionship  flight. The form at was 
changed in the late 1990s to one that would allow 
any team in the tournament to win.

The Manor Club Championship is the oldest 
tournament in the M en’s G olf Program and 
predates the completion of the eighteen hole golf 
course. The M en’s Club Championship is a 
m atch play tournam ent with eighteen hole 
matches except for the finals o f the Cham-
pionship Flight which is a thirty-six hole match. 
In earlier years, entry to the Championship Flight 
with the exception o f the former Champion, was 
on the basis o f a thirty-six hole qualifying event
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from the blue markers. The defending Club 
Champion was automatically seeded as number 
one in the Championship Flight, as is the practice 
today. M em bers who d o n ’t asp ire  to the 
Championship Flight are placed in flights in 
order o f their handicaps.

On November 26, 1952, in honor o f his 
twenty years o f service as chairman of the greens 
committee, Manor celebrated “Gibson Day.” 
Friends o f Ralph “Hoot” Gibson presented the

Ralph P. Gibson Trophy, a silver punch bowl 
and cups on a silver tray that served as the Club 
Championship trophy for following years. Each 
year, the name o f the winner o f the men’s Club 
Championship was engraved on one o f the cups. 
Gib Crockett recorded the festivities in a cartoon 
that now hangs in the M en’s Card Room.

The first President’s Cup Tournament took 
place over Memorial Day Weekend 1982. It is 
a three-day stroke play event with full handicaps. 
Players may play all three days o f the weekend 
and post the best two scores or play only two

days and post scores from both rounds. The first 
winner of the best two scores out of a possible 
three event was Fred Winkler. Winkler received 
a replica of the perpetual trophy as his personal 
prize.

An additional two-day member-member 
tournament was added to the program in the 
early 1980s, the Fall C lassic. F lights are 
determined by combined handicap of the team. 
Generally, play is a series o f matches with 

different formats allowing all 
teams to play against others in 
their flight.

In 1997, a Preakness Tourna-
ment was added to the golf 
schedule to be p layed  the 
weekend of the Preakness Race 
at Pimlico. This too, is a two- 
member event with a variety of 
different match formats.

The men’s golf program also 
has included a num ber o f 
breakfast and lunch tournaments 
w ith a changing  varie ty  o f 
formats to keep the contests 
challenging and interesting. 
Meals are preceded or followed 

by shotgun starts. During the 1990s, monthly 
one-day member-guest tournaments were added 
to the schedule. These proved to be very popular 
events for members to entertain guests in a 
relatively relaxed atmosphere and as a way to 
introduce potential members to the Club.

For many years, Manor’s past presidents 
competed for the William DuBois trophy at 
the annual Board o f Governors' Outing. The 
trophy was awarded to the past president 
with the lowest net score at the annual outing 
to rew ard board m em bers and com m ittee

Left to Right: Tom Carney, Harry Pitt, and John Daily with Gibson Bowl.
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chairmen for all their uncompensated hours 
spent making M anor a better place for its 
members. The trophy was donated many years 
ago by W illiam  D uB ois, a fo rm er C lub 
president. Over time, the names o f the winners 
filled all the space on the trophy, and it was 
retired in 1989 to be replaced by the Coleman 
Plecker trophy, a crystal vase, donated by the 
Manor Pro. The first name engraved on the 
Plecker trophy was that o f  Fran Yeatman.

M ixed Team Golf. The Husband-W ife 
Championship is also a long-standing traditional 
tournament with duplicate tournaments played 
on the eighteen hole course and the Harry Pitt 
course. Winners are couples with the lowest 
combined scores (total gross less total o f both 
handicaps). The trophies are unnamed silver 
bowls. A prize is also awarded to the couples 
with the lowest combined gross scores.

Manor held its first Mixed Team tournament 
in 1981. It replaced the Mixed Pinehurst Scotch 
Tournament. Unlike other mixed events in 
which team s were generally husband-w ife 
pairings, m arried couples could not play 
together in the M ixed Team Tournam ent. 
Modeled on the Two-Man Team tournament, 
there were a few teams matched for strategic 
advantage, but, in many cases, couples arrange 
to exchange partners for the tournament. The 
first event drew a field o f nearly fifty teams 
and gave rise to the hope that the popularity o f 
the event would grow to that o f the event on 
which it was modeled. The winners o f  the 
inaugural event were Ned Longson and Bettie 
Delmar. In 1984, the field competed for the 
Kathryn Trittipoe Johnson trophy contributed 
by Charlie Johnson in memory o f his late wife 
who had died tragically earlier that year. The 
first winners were Georgi Delpo and Buddy

Halloran. Despite the original hopes, the Mixed 
Team never grew into a highly competitive 
tournament and has remained primarily a social 
event. A new format was introduced in 1987 
that condensed play to just one weekend and 
eliminated qualifying.

Twilight tournaments, which are actually 
more social events than competitive golf, have 
always been popular with the Manor members. 
They were first held during the 1960s on the 
Harry Pitt course only. Players were assigned 
starting times, and the lucky players got the early 
ones, as those at the end o f the field had to 
contend with a large and raucous gallery around 
the ninth green. In addition to prizes for play, 
champagne was offered as door prizes. At one 
time, they were held as often as twice a month 
during the golf season, but as the golf calendar 
got more crowded, their number was reduced 
to four. Played on the front, back, and Harry 
Pitt nines, foursomes compete against the other 
foursomes playing the same nine holes. Com-
petitors come together for informal cocktails and 
dinner. Until 1989, Twilights were played only 
on the front nine and Harry Pitt courses and 
included tennis com petition for those who 
preferred that sport. In 1989, tennis tournaments 
were dropped and the number o f foursomes for 
golf increased thereby requiring all twenty- 
seven holes o f golf to be used.

Senior M en’s Golf Program. Manor has 
long had an active Senior’s G olf Association 
open to members fifty-five years and older. In 
addition to a num ber o f  inform al w eekly 
tournam ents, the seniors have nam ed two 
tournaments after great Manor golfers, the first 
being the Seniors Club Championship for Ed 
Ball in 1987. Ed Ball was a Manor member who 
did not let his battle with cancer keep him from
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competing and winning on the golf course. 
Ball’s golfing prowess was well known beyond 
Manor as he had won competitions far and wide. 
The second named seniors’ event is a member- 
guest tournament named after the newspaper 
sportswriter, M errill Whittlesey, a longtime 
member who was as proficient with his golf club 
as he was with his pen. Whittlesey was a true 
lover o f the game o f golf as it was meant to be 
played, and as editor o f M anor’s monthly news-
letter, he provided an eloquent perspective that 
was as rich in history as it was in content.

From its beginnings in 1972, the Manor’s 
seniors participated in the Maryland Interclub 
Seniors G olf Association (MISGA), the state-
wide organization that promotes good relations 
among the members o f Maryland country clubs 
through golf mixers. In addition, MISGA also 
sponsored D ivisional and S tatew ide tou r-
naments as well as golf trips to Myrtle Beach 
and other points south as the weather cooled. 
Clubs, not individuals, belong to MISGA and 
competitions are held on the basis o f better ball 
by teams composed o f members o f club A and 
club B, not club A against club B, making the 
even ts  m ore like m ixers than  cu tth ro a t 
competition. By 1992, over 150 Manor mem-
bers were participating in MISGA events.

Women’s Golf Program. With its twenty- 
seven hole layout, Manor provides a unique 
environment for its women golfers. Unlike other 
clubs that must maintain separate schedules and 
organizations for nine and eighteen hole golfers 
to avoid conflicts, Manor can schedule tour-
naments for the nine and eighteen hole courses 
the same day, and all golfers meet for lunch and 
an award ceremony. Over the years, the wo-
m en’s golf schedule has included roughly ten 
tournaments each season. Other tournaments,

such as the Seniors and Grandmothers Tour-
naments, have specific entry requirements.

The history of the Manor Women’s’ Golf 
Program is much better documented than that 
of the men. Manor’s early women golfers were 
among the best in the area. It was a natural 
extension that the Women’s Club Championship 
would produce some hotly contested matches. 
Competition began in 1926 when the Women’s 
Club Championship was won by Helen Fay. It 
got its first trophy in 1930 when Mr. James E. 
W etmore, an honorary member, donated a 
plaque designated the “James E. Wetmore 
Trophy” for the Women’s Club Championship.

The ladies also had their own invitational 
golf events. During the 1930s, they hosted a 
Ladies’ Field Day for women of the other private 
clubs in the area. Luncheon was served to nearly 
200 women while 159 entered the golf events 
of the day. Prizes were donated by the members 
including a silver cup for the low net winner. 
The entertainment consisted of a musical revue 
arranged and staged by Manor members that 
included a dancing interpretation of a woman 
taking a golf lesson. The guests also contributed 
to the entertainment with a song “ It’s a Long. 
Long Way to Ride to Manor” to the tune of “It’s 
a Long, Long Way to Tipperary.”

Ladies golf was very active under the gui-
dance of the Manor Women’s Golf Association 
(MWGA). In the 1950s, MWGA dues were a 
“whopping” $1.00 fee per year. By the early 
1980s, the MWGA attracted a membership of 
nearly 200 women with dues by that time 
increasing to $5.00.

The MW GA schedule included m any 
tournaments, often sponsored by members. 
Among them were the Dillard Cup, Harris 
Cup, Braden Bowl, H atton Cup, W hitey



M A N O R  C O U N T R Y C L U B

Miller, Club Championship, and Chairman’s 
Cup, with the Pelton Cup as an additional 
Harry Pitt Nine contest. The WDON Tour-
nament, begun in 1956, became the Dillard Cup 
in 1975, when WDON relinquished it, Jean and 
Everett Dillard took over sponsorship. It was 
replaced by the Forconi Cup in 1988, with 
sponsorship by Sue and Fred Forconi. In 1997, 
the Forconi Cup was replaced by the Mitchell 
Cup with sponsorship by Bob and Marlene 
Mitchell.

The Harris Cup, first played in 1976, was 
retired in 1985. The Braden Bowl was replaced 
by the Latos Crown, sponsored by Jerry and 
Poppy Latos in 1983 when the original sponsors 
resigned their membership. The Latos Crown

Some of the trophies from sponsored golf events.

was retired in 1994 and replaced in 1995 by 
the Z im m isch Cup p resen ted  by A lberta  
Zimmisch.

The Hatton Cup, sponsored by Mrs. Thomas 
Hatton, replaced the Fenner Cup, originally 
played in 1962 and was a two-player tournament 
first played in 1973. It was retired in 1994 and 
replaced by the Charlie Bowl presented by 
Charlie and Lorraine Johnson in 1995.

The W hitey  M iller Tournam ent, f irs t 
sponsored  by M iller in 1976, paired  one 
eighteen hole player and one nine hole player 
in a nine hole tournament with gold putters as 
trophies. It has becom e the Yeatman Cup 
sponsored by Francis Yeatman.

The Chairman’s Cup, still in use, was first 
presented by Angela Watson in 1953. Coleman 
Plecker also sponsors two ladies tournaments, 
the Manor Pro and the Fall Classic which is a 
second member-guest tournament.

The Women’s Senior tournament began in 
1963 and was sponsored by Florence Daily. The 
tournament was first won by Charlotte Kimmel. 
For many years thereafter, Florence Daily was 
responsible for providing a special tournament 
for the lady seniors. The Daily family continues 
to sponsor the eighteen hole Senior’s tour-
nam ent in Florence D aily’s memory. While 
Florence Daily was sponsoring the Senior’s 
tournament on the eighteen hole course, Helen 
Robertson was the sponsor for the nine hole 
event until 1996 when Beverly and David 
Rolwing took over the responsibility.

The G randm other’s Tournam ent on the 
Harry Pitt course was sponsored by Dottie 
Oberdick. Her daughter, Nancy Thomas, as-
sumed this sponsorship following her mother’s 
death . On the e igh teen  hole course, the 
grandmothers compete for a trophy donated by



M A N O R  C O U N T R Y  C L U B

Hazel Rutter and Kitty Johnson in 1974 but the 
tournament is unsponsored.

Over the years, M anor’s women golfers 
have been assisted by a series o f dedicated 
locker room attendants. The earliest, who also 
helped with swim events because there was 
only one facility, was Madeline Washington, 
the daughter o f Tom Washington, who lived on 
the  p roperty . M adeline  W ashing ton  was 
succeeded by Julia Dublin, who was also a 
favorite o f the ladies. After Julia Dublin moved 
on, Anne Lovous took over the responsibilities 
o f keeping everything in order for the golfers 
and card players. In more recent years, Shirley 
Gross kept the locker room in order, the ice 
chests full, and the shoes clean.

Junior G olf Program. M anor’s twenty- 
seven hole layout has also created wonderful 
opportunities for m em bers’ children to start 
playing golf at a young age and continues to 
provide a great facility for them to practice and 
improve their games without creating a burden 
for golfers on the eighteen hole course. Over 
the years, M anor has conducted one o f the 
area’s most outstanding junior golf programs. 
Running the junior golf program required (and 
continues to require) many hours o f work on 
the part o f the professional staff and parents as 
well as the junior golfers but all enjoy seeing 
the fruits o f their labors in an enthusiastic and 
talented junior golf group. The professional 
staff would ensure that each participant had the 
opportunity for both group lessons and one-on- 
one instruction to develop the correct funda-
mentals o f grip, stance, and swing as well as 
sportsmanship and golf etiquette.

The ju n io r  go lfers  have a num ber o f  
informal tournaments to encourage them to do 
their best. There are also parent-child tour-

nam ents with all possible com binations to 
encourage the younger golfers.

The Washington area is also fortunate to 
have an excellent junior program, started by 
Frank Emmet, for junior golfers who desire to 
participate in competition at that level. Over 
the years, M anor’s younger golfers have been 
very successful in these matches. (More about 
this event under “Special G olf Events” later in 
this chapter.)

Area Golf Programs. The Maryland State 
G olf Association (MSGA) Team competition, 
which involves a number o f members, is known 
as the Team C ham pionship or “A Team.” 
Competition among the sixty-four teams in 
the division consists o f  a series o f single 
elim ination three point m atches played at 
scratch by six two-man teams. Traditionally, f$g
the Club Champion is the captain o f the A Team. w
A unique aspect o f the MSGA Team com- 67
petition is the fact that club PGA professionals 
may be members o f the team. M anor’s A Team 
won the Team Championship four times: in 
1934, 1960, 1961, and 1970.

Manor has also fielded an “A Team” in the 
W ashington M etropolitan G olf Association, 
which is limited to clubs within a fifty mile 
radius o f Washington, D.C. This competition 
takes place later in the year but while the club 
pros are not eligible to compete, it generally 
follow s the same format. In recent years, 
M a n o r’s team s have done be tte r in this 
competition.

The Suburban Maryland G olf Conference 
began to take shape in 1977 when several 
Maryland country clubs organized an interclub 
team association that would play scratch golf 
similar to the “A” team. Each club could have 
six two-man teams. Team members were re-
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quired to have handicaps of eight or greater and 
be over twenty-one years of age. Team pairings 
were required to have a combined handicap of 
eighteen or greater. The teams played six three- 
point Nassau matches, three played at home 
while three played at the opposing club. The 
original conference was structured in four di-
visions. North included Manor, Norbeck, Brooke 
Manor, and Indian Spring. South was Kenwood, 
Bethesda, Columbia, and Congressional. East 
consisted o f Argyle, Crofton, Greencastle, and 
the W ashingtonian. West held Lakewood, 
Montgomery, Woodmont, and Montgomery Vil-
lage. Team captains selected members who 
played regularly and were felt to be most com-
petitive on the courses to be played. By 1979, 
Manor had achieved the status o f defending 
champions and won again in 1987 and 1988.

Manor’s Senior “A” Team competed against 
other members o f the Washington Metropolitan 
Golf Association and was composed of players 
who were fifty-five or older. The play was four 
ball better ball match play at scratch; the team 
was composed o f twelve men: six o f whom 
played away and six at home. Each team played 
a three-point Nassau. The team with the greater 
number o f points won. Each club played three 
matches minimum in their group as a round 
robin. The winner o f the division would go on 
to the semifinals, and so on. Manor won the 
Seniors Championship in 1971.

Besides the truly com petitive interclub 
competition, the Social B Team was formed as 
a home-to-home competition with the teams 
meeting twice followed by social events. The 
format was similar to the competitive A and B 
teams with each club fielding ten two-man teams 
with no handicap consideration. H alf competed 
at home, the other ha lf away, followed by

cocktails and a dinner dance for competitors and 
their spouses, or significant others, at the host 
club. This was a popular format that afforded 
the opportunity to play other fine courses and to 
meet and entertain members from other clubs. 
Over time, however, the tradition became too 
expensive for many o f the member clubs to 
support and participation was reduced until the 
Social B Team competition finally ceased during 
the late 1980s.

In addition, M anor’s Women’s Golf Pro-
gram fielded teams for the Women’s District 
G olf A ssociation, the M ontgom ery-Prince 
George’s Golf Association for the eighteen hole 
golfers, and the Maryland/Virginia Team Match 
Association for the nine hole golfers.

M anor’s better women golfers have been 
enthusiastic participants in Women’s District 
Golf Association events. During the early years 
of the Club, Manor’s Women dominated both 
the D istric t Cham pionship and the nam ed 
tournaments. Championship competition often 
pitted Manor members against each other in the 
finals. Manor has consistently had at least one 
team competing in the District and sometimes 
two. U nfortunately, th ings changed, and 
although Manor teams have been successful in 
winning their divisions at times, i t’s not as 
frequent as it once was. Similarly, M anor’s 
women golfers will place in the named tour-
naments but are not consistent winners.

The M anor W om en’s G o lf A ssociation 
jo in ed  a new in terc lub  o rgan ization , the 
Montgomery-Prince George’s Golf Association 
(M-PG). This group provided a schedule of 
competition for the higher handicappers (23-32) 
who aren’t included in the Women’s District 
Golf Association (0-22) handicaps. Teams were 
composed o f six players and two subs. The first
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year that Manor participated, only one team was 
fielded. By 1986, Manor entered three teams. 
Like the District, M-PG sponsors tournaments 
for individual members that are distinct from the 
team competition. Rita Molyneaux has been the 
Manor M-PG representative almost since its 
inception and is a M-PG Tournament sponsor 
as well.

M anor’s nine hole golfers also travel to 
compete with members from other clubs in 
matches sponsored by the Maryland/Virginia 
Team Match Association. There are sixteen clubs 
in the league and Manor’s talent makes them a 
very competitive member.

The success o f past Manor golf programs 
can be attributed to those whose names are on 
the Club cham pionship trophies and m em -
bership rosters today, and Manor can look to 
today’s programs to provide the future members 
and champions.

The M anor Boys’ Junior Interclub Team 
reached the finals for the first time in sixteen 
years in 1978. To gain this distinction, Manor 
had to win its division o f six teams defeating 
Woodmont, Brooke Manor, Montgomery Golf, 
Montgomery Village, and Bethesda. They then 
had to defeat Greencastle, Belair, and Lakewood 
to win the Maryland Interclub title and paved 
the way for the m atch against the Virginia 
Interclub winner Evergreen at Burning Tree. The 
Manor Team comprised of Tom Lester and Gerry 
Reilly in the sixteen to seventeen year age group; 
Jim Cardaci and Mark Gay in the fourteen to 
fifteen year age group; and Eric Egloff, Robbie 
Mitchell, and Terrence O ’Reilly in the thirteen 
and under age group. Mike McAuliffe and Scott 
Pelton were alternates in the older age groups. 
M an o r’s team  had many new com ers and 
unfortunately the Evergreen team was well

seasoned and had won its third consecutive 
Virginia title. Their experience was too much 
to overcom e as Evergreen prevailed 6-3 . 
N onethe less, the M anor Team ’s success 
illustrates the significance of team play, even in 
an individual sport such as golf.

The Manor Interclub Juniors won the title 
of the Emmet Division in 1986. Tim Burnett and 
Mark Erhinger took on the thirteen and under 
opponents. Evan Selig and Marc Brescia wiped 
out the competition from fourteen and fifteen 
year olds while Jeff Meihe and Kevin Erhinger 
were unbeatable in the seventeen to eighteen 
year old ranks. When it came to the Conference 
title, it took a sudden death match against 
Montgomery Village to bring the trophy home. 
They continued their dominance in 1987 by 
bringing home the trophy for a second time but 
with a slightly different cast. The 1987 team 
included Carey Smith, David Schroeder, Tim 
Burnett, Mark Ehringer, Evan Selig, Frank Daly, 
and Jeff Miehe. Some of the golfers moved on 
to college play in 1988, and the team was able 
to secure second place. They bounced back in 
1989, and for the third time in four years won 
the Emmet Division. The team that year had 
more new faces and golfers than ever before, 
but they were able to bring home the points when 
it mattered. Contributors were Tim Burnett, Brad 
Barczy, David Schroeder, Jack Wylie, Josh 
Brose, Zack Kempton, B. J. Irvine, Jason and 
Branson Fields, Chris Campbell, and Evan Selig.

In recent years, the Manor Interclub Junior 
Team hasn’t done as well, but the summer of 
1998 brought encouraging results for the future 
o f junior go lf when Adam Radclitt placed 
second, in the thirteen to fourteen year age group, 
in both the Bobby Gorin and Dewey Ricketts 
Junior Golf Tournaments.
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Lining up a putt on the ninth green. Dawn breaks on the Harry Pitt ninth hole.



M A N O R  C O U N T R Y  C L U B

M anor’s Special G o lf Events

Manor has been chosen to host three national 
USGA tournaments. The first was in 1957 when 
the Junior Championship was played here. Rath-
er than have the competitors housed in nearby 
school dormitories as was the usual practice, 
M anor members opened their homes to the 
contestants. Manor not only took the boys into 
their homes but also into their hearts, cheering 
them on to victory or lamenting with them when 
they lost. Larry Beck stayed in the home of John 
Grubb, an accomplished ukulele player, and his 
evening serenades with the family so interested 
Larry Beck that he bought a ukulele o f his own. 
They struck a bargain that, for each match that 
Beck won, Mr. Grubb would teach him new 
chords. Beck won seven straight matches and 
the C ham pionship. In the th ird  round, he 
defeated  one o f  the early  favorites, Jack 
Nicklaus, 4 and 3. This was despite Nicklaus’s 
ability to drive the first green with a three wood 
and to reach the eighteenth via two five-iron 

shots.
Two years later, Manor was again asked to 

open its course and homes but this time for the 
USGA Junior Girls’ Championship. With the 
same hospitality that Manor had extended to the 
young men, it hosted the young ladies in the 
tournament which was won by Judy Rand.

As M anor approached its golden anni-
versary, the quality o f the golf course and its 
physical facilities caused it to become the site 
o f a number o f prestigious local and national 
golf tournaments. One o f the more unique 
events was the “Homewood” Invitation Tour-
nament held from 1965 until 1969 sponsored by 
longtim e M anor m em bers Mr. and Mrs. J. 
Thurman Diggs in honor o f their daughters,

Kathryn (later Mrs. Frank Williams) and Barbara 
(Mrs. Robert Hughes), both outstanding golfers 
and Manor Club Champions who had learned 
the game on Manor’s links. The “Homewood” 
(named after the original clubhouse) Invitation 
was a three-day, fifty-four hole stroke play 
tournament open by invitation only to women 
golfers with handicaps of fifteen or less. The 
guest list included participants from most states 
east of the Mississippi River as well as most of 
the best golfers from the metropolitan area. In 
addition to the very well run golf tournament, 
the ladies enjoyed a lovely dinner and enter-
tainment events featuring a number o f song 
parodies written especially for the tournament 
such as “I ’ve Grown Accustomed to My Slice” 
and “By the Tree.”

The premier outside golf event, and one that 
involved the efforts o f a large number o f mem-
bers, was the hosting o f the fortieth Annual 
Trans-Mississippi G olf Tournament July 27- 
August 1, 1970. The Trans-Miss, one of the top 
three national women’s amateur tournaments, 
was later renamed the Trans-National to reflect 
its national scope. The other two tournaments 
were the USGA and the Women’s Western. The 
tournam ent was d irec ted  by the Trans- 
Mississippi Golf Association, and its Executive 
Board, which covered all expenses related to the 
Association’s and competitors’ participation. 
Eligibility to participate required membership 
in a Trans-Miss member club and a handicap of 

fifteen or under.
The theme selected for the tournament was 

“ M aryland— A m erica in M in ia tu re .” A r-
rangements were the responsibility of Marge 
Braden, general chairman, and Margaret Curtis, 
co-chairman. A Golf Annual of over 100 pages 
was pub lished  in con junction  w ith the

l |f
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tournament with proceeds from advertising 
going to Manor to cover its costs. George and 
Mag Dorsey were in charge and succeeded in 
selling more than the projected budget required. 
Art for the Annual, Program, and Pairing Sheets 
were the work o f Manor members as were the 
decorations both inside and outside the Club.

The tournament required creation o f more 
than twenty subcommittees for planning all 
details o f housing, feeding, and parking, in 
addition to overseeing preparation o f the course 
and management o f play in order to achieve a 
successful tournament. As usual, Manor mem-
bers were able to provide the expertise to bring 
it all off with style. Flags from all fifty states 
surrounded the circle in front of the Club. Single 
contestants, not accompanied by a parent, were 
o ffered  housing  in the hom es o f  M anor 
members. Members provided the music and 
entertainment for the social events and staged a 
clever golfing skit “the Duffer’s Dilemma” or 
“How to Lose at Golf Without Really Trying.”

The introduction of golf carts had severely 
reduced the num ber o f  po ten tia l caddies 
available to the Trans-Miss contestants. Par-
ticipants in the Frank Emmet Junior Boy’s Golf 
Program throughout the area were solicited to 
be caddies. Even so, there was a severe shortage 
o f caddies, and at tournament time, to make sure 
that the field was filled with caddies, some were 
recruited at the last minute from bicycles going 
by the clubhouse.

There was a full field o f contestants from 
all over the world including Sally Little who 
would go on to win the LPGA Championship 
ten years later. Manor’s representatives in the 
Tournament were Patricia Blanche (Pat Tyrell), 
Marion (Brown) Booth, Kathryn Diggs (Kit 
Williams), and Marge Jack. Among the more

colorful of the competitors in the field was a 
young lady named Vicki Mallea from Nampa, 
Idaho, who played the course in her bare feet. 
She was nicknamed the “Barefoot Contessa” by 
Gene Beadel, the tournament announcer.

In the end, the tournament was won by 
Martha Wilkerson of Anaheim, California as she 
closed out Nancy Hagan of Dallas, seven and 
six on the thirtieth hole by chipping in from 
thirty-two feet for a birdie. Nancy Hagan’s birdie 
putt lipped out and the match was over. Martha 
Wilkerson, had, in effect, earned her victory the 
hard way insofar as she had been the runner-up 
in the Trans-Miss the two previous years.

Using much, learned from its success with 
the Trans-M iss, M anor hosted the USGA 
National Junior Boys Golf Tournament August 
1-7,1971. Despite the challenges of preparing 
a golf course for USGA tournament competition 
in the midst o f Washington’s most torrid month, 
the Greens Crew did an outstanding job o f 
preparing the course. Again, Manor members 
offered to take competitors into their homes. The 
logistics were still daunting: one hundred of the 
young amateurs needed housing in the area. 
Many Manor families formed close associations 
with “their” boys and went out and cheered them 
on during matches. Manor hospitality made such 
an impression on Mike Reid that, during the 
1997 U.S. Open Tournament, he made a point 
o f telling the Manor marshals how much he 
had enjoyed his visit here to the 1971 Junior 
Amateur. The winner o f the tournament was 
Michael Brannan o f Salinas, California. Curtis 
Strange who would go on to become a leading 
m oney w inner on the PGA Tour was the 
tournament medalist.

Manor hosted the 1980 USGA Sectional 
Q ualifying Tournam ent on June 2nd. This
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tournament followed on the heels of Washington,
D.C.’s Kemper, which was played the preceding 
week. The field included a number of PGA tour 
regulars in addition to some very talented local 
amateurs vying for a spot in the U.S. Open. The 
format was a combined Argyle/Manor qualifying 
tou rnam en t w ith  each o f  the fifty -seven  
contestants playing a round at each course to 
qualify for thirteen spots in the Open to be played 
June 12-15 at Baltusrol Golf Club in New Jersey. 
Peter Jacobsen shot a course record sixty-two 
in the afternoon at Argyle after a morning round 
o f seventy at Manor to win the qualifying medal.
D. A. Weibring with a sixty-nine at Argyle and 
a sixty-five at Manor was runner up by two 
strokes In all, 11 qualified with scores o f less 
than 144 for both courses. There were 9 players 
tied at 144 for the last 2 spots. A playoff of all 
nine began from Manor’s first tee with one of 
the nine lucky enough to birdie the hole to gain 
one o f the two spots. The remaining players and 
a large gallery went for one more spot which 
lasted more than three hours which reduced the 
field to two, and this before the match was called 
by darkness after the players had putted by 
flashlight on the twelfth green. The next morning 
the remaining two set off again and the match 
was finally over when Scott Simpson won the 
fifteenth hole and the last spot in the U.S. Open.

Manor hosted the U. S. Open qualifying 
again on June 4, 1984. The Greens Committee 
and the greens crews put in many extra hours of 
effort to make sure that the course looked its 
best for this event. Because this was the last 
qualifying before the Open at Winged Foot, and 
because it was held immediately following the 
Kemper Open, a large number of touring pro-
fessionals participated, and Manor received 
twenty-six spots for qualifiers— more than any

other section in the country. Of the seventy- 
seven players competing for the twenty-six slots, 
thirty-five posted sub-par rounds. When the dust 
had settled, Morris Flatalsky and D. A. Weibring 
had both shot rounds o f sixty-three equaling the 
Manor course record. Ronnie Black carded two 
sixty-fives while Mike Reid and George Bums 
handed in one each.

Manor hosted the annual Frank Emmet 
Schoolboy Championship from 1983 through
1986. The 1983 event was the fiftieth Schoolboy 
Tournament and the first one named after Frank 
Emmet, the father of the junior golf program in 
the Washington area. Emmet passed away in 
1982, and the decision to name the tournament 
in his memory had caused Manor to seek the 
privilege of hosting the tournament in its re-
named form. Manor’s course was one of Emmet’s

■ Mlfavorites, and he had been instrumental in having 
M anor host the U SG A ’s N ational Jun ior 73

Championship twice. Frank Emmet and his wife 
had also been honorary members of Manor.

Manor member, Joe Cardaci, headed the 
committee that spent many hours preparing for 
the tournaments, and there were many Manor 
members in the galleries each year. Past winners 
of the prestigious tournament included Buddy 
Sharkey, Bubby Worsham, Deane Beman, Ron 
Righter, Jim Estes, and Perky Cullinane. The 
original Metropolitan Schoolboy Championship
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Cup was retired and remained at Manor for a 
year following the 1983 event as did the new 
trophy donated by the Emmet family.

During the 1970s, Manor became home to 
the Montgomery General Hospital Tournament. 
The tie between the two organizations was close. 
Dr. Jacob Bird, the founder o f Montgomery 
General, was also a founding member o f Manor 
and served on the Board o f Directors for many 
years. The Montgomery General Celebrity Pro- 
Am Tournaments were very successful fund-
raisers for the hospital and provided the initial 
funding for the MGH Foundation to generate 
financial capital to reduce the cost o f health care 
services. Manor members were always prom-
inent on the tournament committees and often 
champions. The tournaments drew large fields 
o f  d istinguished  o fficials  and m edia per-
sonalities. Participants included state and county 
executives, radio and television performers, 
sports stars from  all the W ashington and 
Baltimore area franchises, and numerous local 
PGA pros and many M anor members who 
supported the needs of the hospital. The day-
long events were capped by a gala evening of 
music and dancing.

Manor continued to host the Montgomery 
General Hospital Celebrity G olf Tournament 
during the 1980s and 1990s. In 1981, a memorial 
trophy was established in honor o f Robert 
D eM aio, a M anor m em ber and the firs t 
champion of the Montgomery General Hospital 
Golf Tournament. Throughout the decade, the 
proceeds to the Hospital increased yearly.

Manor hosted the Maryland State Amateur 
Golf Championship June 17-20, 1993, the year 
that Ned Longson served as the State G olf 
Association President. As usual, the golf and 
greens staffs did an outstanding job to get the

course in superb playing condition, and the 
clubhouse staff went overboard to ensure that 
everyone enjoyed the opportunity to test his 
ability against the course and the competition. 
Following a playoff, Marty West claimed his 
eighth M aryland amateur championship by 
defeating Towson’s Larry Storck, four and two. 
It had been a decade since West’s name last 
appeared on the trophy.

Manor has also been able to attract a number 
of notable professional golfers to provide golf 
clinics for its members. During Kemper Week 
in 1980, Larry Nelson, the number two money 
winner on the 1979 PGA Tour, gave a clinic to 
the junior golfers. He delighted the youngsters 
with his demonstration and gave many of the 
older audience members new ideas about their 
games as well. After the presentation, he signed 
posters and autographs for the youngsters. While 
Nelson didn’t win the Kemper in 1980, he went 
on the following week to win the Atlanta Classic.

Patty Berg provided at least two clinics, one 
in 1983 and another in 1986. A member o f the 
LPGA Hall o f Fame and winner o f countless 
tournam ents, Berg had the huge galleries 
laughing and learning as she combined wit and 
instruction with her wonderful personality. All 
who watched learned a thing or two to improve 
their game, especially the juniors who were 
chosen to be part of the show. The jokes she 
told were great candidates to enliven nineteenth 
hole gatherings.

For the first time in many years, Manor was 
able to attract a touring pro, Ken Green, to put 
on a junior clinic during 1988. He entertained 
his audience with stories o f his experiences on 
the tour, offered helpful hints to improve one’s 
game, and rewarded those able to answer sports 
related questions, mostly about golf, with balls
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and gloves. The juniors must have paid excellent 
attention as they again won the interclub title.

Over the years, M anor’s course has been 
played by many outstanding professional and 
amateur golfers. Celebrity charity tournaments 
have also been occasions for golfers who are 
outstanding in fields other than golf and come 
to test their abilities against the Manor course. 
From time to time however, Manor gets to host 
someone special who is just playing for fun. 
Some o f those people who have tried their games 
at Manor include Bob Hope, Michael Jordon, 
and Warren Buffet. Michael Jordon played both 
golf and basketball at Manor when he stopped 
toward the end o f his round to shoot some hoops 
in the backyard behind the seventeenth green.

Bob Hope considers his next shot.

M anor s O w n Golf Stars

Some o f the early Manor members were 
among the best golfers in the area. William E. 
Richardson, one o f the group that purchased the 
land for Manor Club, was considered to be 
among the top ten amateurs in the area. W. R. 
McCallum included Winnie Faunce and Mrs. L. 
G. Pray in his 1935 Evening Star column that 
listed the ten best woman golfers in the area. 
Winnie Faunce was one of the great local talents.

She started playing golf in 1926, and two years 
later won the Evening Star Tournament. She was 
also the Women’s District Champion in 1934 
and 1935. While at Manor, Bobby Brownell and 
his father, James, won the first two Maryland 
State Father and Son Tournaments held in 1936 
and 1937. Mrs. John Crockett, wife of the Read-
ing Clerk o f the U.S. Senate, was one of the best 
o f early women golfers.

Marion Brown (Booth) started to play golf 
at Manor as a young teenager. Brown would 
watch A1 Treder work with Winnie Faunce, and 
then she and her sister would go out and play 
with Bobby Brownell and his brother. Marion 
Brown became a protege of A1 Treder’s as well.

In April 1934, Marion Brown started the 
season with a twenty-six handicap, and by July 
she was down to eleven. She won her first 
championship at Manor at age sixteen. She 
defeated fellow Manor member Mrs. L. G. Pray 
for the 1936 Manor Championship and defeated 
her again to win the District Championship. At 
age eighteen, she was the only golfer in the area, 
male or female, to hold four titles: Manor, Indian 
Spring, the District Championship, and the 
prestigious Mid Atlantic, which she won with a 
seventy-seven breaking the course record. In the 
following year, she was unable to compete in 
the District Championship because she had to 
be in Illinois to compete in the Nationals. She 
nearly won the National Championship, despite 
being the youngest competitor. In her first match, 
she played Glenna Collett Vare, a six-time 
champion and beat her two up. Brown survived 
until the finals in which she played against 
Maureen Orcott, a Curtis Cup team player, and 
lost on the twenty-third hole. By that time, her 
handicap was a two. Marion Brown won the 
Club Championship for the second and third
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Members in costume join Marion Brown (Booth) in celebration of Club Championship.

time in 1937 and 1938. To help celebrate her 
victories, in 1938, Manor gave Brown a tes- 
timonial and presented her with a platinum, 
diamond, and sapphire bracelet and ring. Marion 
Brow n le ft M anor and m arried  G eorge 
Washington University football star Murphy 
Booth but returned to Manor to play again and 
win again as Marion Booth in 1962, 1964, and 
1975. M arion Booth won the Club Cham -
pionship for the seventh time in 1984 after 
having survived a three-day match with Dot 
Lacey, a frequent opponent, for m edalist. 
Marion Booth recalls that in one final after she 
beat Dot Lacey five and four, the finalists were 
greeted by a horse and wagon caravan; the riders 
were in costumes, and the players were escorted 
in style to the clubhouse where there was a party. 
Booth’s eighth Championship victory was in 
1987, and she continues to be a great competitor 
in the Championship flight.

An equally legendary Manor golfer was 
Harry Pitt. He was dubbed the “Manor Moose” 
for his husky build and swashbuckling walk, and

for the hundreds o f times he 
would hit the ball deep in the 
woods on the front nine, escape 
with miracle shots, and come 
storming out o f the woods like 
a moose. Pitt ranked with Roger 
P eacock , B obby B row nell, 
George Voigt, Ralph Bogart, 
Deane Beman, and Marty West 
as the great amateur golfers of 
the Mid Atlantic USGA section. 
In Pitt’s heyday the city, state, 
and sectional championships 
actually  w ere secondary in 
importance and prestige to the 
Invitational tournaments at the 

top clubs. The District Amateur several times 
drew fields o f less than twenty.

Pitt was a remarkable shot maker. He played 
number one like nobody else: he would stand 
on the first tee and ignore the dog-leg left and 
sail the ball over the trees while everyone else 
had to go around. On one occasion, after hitting 
his first shot out o f bounds on the first tee, he 
went on to finish the front nine with eight con-
secutive threes. P itt won the M anor Club 
championship at least five times, although he 
passed it up many times. He had many low 
rounds at Manor—his best competitive round 
being a 64.

P itt’s feats o f winning the Chevy Chase 
Invitation three consecutive years (1928, 1929, 
and 1930) and the Baltimore Country Club 
Invitation three straight years (1931, 1932, and 
1933) were among the all-time outstanding 
achievements of amateur golf in this section and 
allowed him to retire the trophies o f both clubs. 
At Baltimore Country Club’s Five Farms Club, 
the B. Warren Corcoran trophy, valued at several
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thousand dollars, was to go to the first three-
time winner for permanent possession. After Pitt 
won two, the Club brought in top amateurs from 
Philadelphia and New York in an attempt to keep 
the trophy at the Club, but Pitt got his dander up 
and won again, considering it his biggest victory. 
Pitt won two Invitations at Indian Spring, one 
each at Columbia, Washington, Belle Haven, and 
finally one at Manor in 1929, which used to have 
the top social Invitation o f them all. The old bam 
would be loaded with food and drink for a week. 
The Invitations drew all the top amateurs, more 
than the city and state events.

Pitt won the Middle Atlantic Amateur at 
Congressional in 1928 and, in 1933, was runner- 
up to Peacock at Indian Spring for the Maryland 
State A m ateur in one o f the great 36-hole 
matches ever played in this section. Merrill 
Whittlesey, former Manor member and Wash-
ington Star sportswriter, caddied for Pitt. Pitt 
won and was runner-up in the District Amateur. 
He qualified and played in three N ational 
Amateurs.

Harry Pitt gave back to the game o f golf as 
much as he took from it. He served for years as 
a member o f the Maryland State G olf Asso-
ciation and as its President. He participated as 
well in the District and the Middle Atlantic Golf 
Associations and as chairman of the Manor Golf 
Committee for nearly twenty-five years.

Following Pitt’s death in 1960 from cancer 
at age 55, Manor members were not content just 
to name the nine-hole course in his honor. A 
committee of past presidents of the Maryland 
State G olf Association, Martin McCarthy of 
Columbia, Ralph Bogart o f Chevy Chase, Frank 
Mirth o f Congressional, and Tom Carney of 
Manor designed and financed a trophy through 
Manor member contributions and named it in

Harry Pitt Trophy

honor o f Harry Pitt. The trophy was to be 
awarded to the low amateur in the Maryland 
Open Championship. The trophy was put into 
play in 1960 when the Maryland Open was 
played at Manor. It was a fitting tribute to Pitt 
that the winner of the Maryland Open that year 
was Manor’s Assistant Pro, Lloyd Kelly. The 
low amateur and first winner o f the Harry Pitt 
Trophy was Manor member, William Brownrigg 
III. In 1970, it was won by Manor’s Bobby 
Morris.

According to tradition, the Harry Pitt Trophy 
would travel to the club of its winner each year 
but, in 1981, the Maryland State Golf Asso-
ciation decided that the trophy was too valuable 
to travel, and so it remains at its Manor home. 
The selection of a site for the trophy was 
overseen by Ed Dunlap, Mike Oristian, and Gib 
C rockett. E xpenses and insurance w ere 
underwritten by Thomas G. Carney, one o f Pitt’s 
closest friends and like Pitt a past president ot 
the Maryland, Middle Atlantic, and District Golf

77
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Associations. The names o f the winners change 
as the years pass but the Harry Pitt Trophy 
remains at its M anor home. Funds for the 
m aintenance and insurance for the trophy 
continue to be provided by Manor members.

On a pretty summer weekend in 1977, Jack 
Betz shot a lights-out sixty-three from the back 
tees to tie the course record o f sixty-three set by 
Bobby Brownell in 1959. His feat was witnessed 
by playing partners Jim Rempe and John Hardie. 
They ran to the pro shop to post the score, and 
then went on to celebrate. It was not Jack Betz’s 
first sixty-three on the Manor course. He had 
shot sixty-three from the white tees a year or so 
earlier during a weekend tournament. Betz, who 
caddied for many Manor golfers in his younger 
days, has the unique privilege o f being the only 
member who owns a piece o f the Manor course 
record.

That Manor truly is a family club is evi-
denced by the number o f father-son teams in the 
Club’s premier tournament, the Tuffy Leemans 
Two-Man Team. A father-son team, Claude and 
David Bernier took the title in 1995 defeating 
Des McLearen and George Anthony. Losing to 
a father-son combination was not new to Des 
McLearen and his partners as they were runners- 
up in 1978 to Dr. Ralph Patten and his son 
Michael. Dr. Patten won again in 1985 with his 
son Ralph, Jr. making him the only member to 
win with two sons.

In the early years o f the tournament, Bill 
McFerren won several times, including once 
with his son, Bill, Jr. One father-son combination 
that never won together but who each won with 
other partners was Ed Ball and his son Mike, 
but read further for their individual accom-
plishments. Previously, a father-son combination 
to win was Steve Barczy, Sr. and Jr. The only

brother-brother combination to win was Mike 
and Pat McAuliffe in 1983.

Because of the 1952 fire, there are no records 
for the early years of the Club Championship, 
but it is common knowledge that there is a long 
tradition o f Club champions who played their 
junior golf at Manor. In the forty years since 
Jerry McFerren won his sole Club championship 
in 1957, the Club championship has been won 
by the son o f a member twenty-six times: Bill 
Brownrigg (three tim es), Bob M orris (two 
times), and Mike Mattingly (two times), all of 
whom dominated the Club championship for 
many years in the 1950s and early 1960s. In 
recent years, the sons o f Manor members to win 
include Mike Ball an astonishing nine times, Rob 
Viner, Jr. (one time), Chris Tomes (two times), 
Jack Betz (one time), Steve Barczy, Jr.(two 
times), John Vollmer (two times), Jim Donatelli, 
Jr. (one time), Terry Daly (one time), and Brett 
Egloff (one time).

M anor Stars in M aryland State G olf 
Association Events. The Maryland State Golf 
Association (MSGA) started a formal tour-
nament scheduled in 1921 with both Men’s and 
Women’s Amateur as well as the Open Tour-
naments. In 1923, the Boy’s Junior Tournament 
was added. The Team Tournament was initiated 
in 1926, the Father-Son in 1936, and the Men’s 
Senior in 1939. By this time, Manor was a 
member of MSGA, and its members were stiff 
competitors and winners of its events. The Girls’ 
Junior, W om en’s Senior and Pro-A m  are 
relatively new. Manor members have competed 
in all o f these and won most o f them at least 
once. Both Bob Brownell (1947) and Bob 
Morris (1970) won the M en’s Amateur while 
both Buddy Sharkey (1946) and Bill Brownrigg 
(1957,1963) were runners-up in that event. Mrs.
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Walter Stokes won the Women’s Amateur twice 
(1940, 1942) and Carlene Cassidy (1987) was 
once runner-up. John R. M iller (1944), Bill 
McFerren (1960,1962), and Ed Ball (1986) won 
the Senior’s title. Manor members captured the 
Boy’s title seven times (Bobby Brownell, 1937; 
Buddy Sharkey, 1939; Bill Brownrigg, 1943; 
Rickey Meissner, 1961; Thomas Walsh, 1963; 
Mike Mattingly, 1966; and Jim Estes, 1980) and 
were runners-up four times (Bob Brownell, 1935 
and 1936; Jim Ball, 1962; and Eric Egloff, 1982).

It was in the Father-Son Championship that 
Manor really did well. Following the two early 
wins by James and Bobby Brownell, William 
McFerren won with his son Bill, Jr. twice (1954 
and 1962), as well as with his son Bob (1960) 
and his son Jerry (1973). Another three-time 
winner was Ed Ball, first with Jim (1966) and 
twice with Mike (1976 and 1984).

Manor members have also traveled across 
the country to compete successfully in regional 
and national tournaments with excellent results. 
As noted earlier, Ed Ball was one of Manor’s 
better golfers. A fter w inning the M aryland 
Father-Son in 1983, Ed and Mike Ball proceeded 
to capture, for the second time, the National 
Father-Son title at the Country Club of North 
Carolina. All in all, Ed Ball had a share in eight 
city, state, sectional, or national Father-Son titles. 
Ed won the National twice with Mike, the 
Middle Atlantic twice with Mike, the Maryland 
with Mike, the Maryland and Middle Atlantic 
with Jim, and the District with Pat.

Ed Ball’s golf prowess stayed with him to 
the end. Despite battling cancer for over eighteen 
months, in September 1986, he won the Mary-
land State Seniors tournament following a four-
way play-off against three other seventy-four 
shooters and turned around to shoot another

seventy-four to win the medal for the Manor 
Seniors Tournament. In his memory, the Manor 
Seniors Championship Tournament was named 
the “Eddie H. Ball Tournament” in 1987.

Andy Miller, who had frequently been the 
runner-up in the Manor Club Championship 
showed that the competition here is as tough as 
it comes when he prevailed to win the Middle 
Atlantic Senior Men’s Championship August 8, 
1994 at Springfield Country Club in Virginia.

Ned Longson, in his first year as a senior, 
promptly won the Washington Metropolitan Se-
nior Amateur at Argyle Country Club with a gross 
seventy in 1986. He shot a seventy-four at Chevy 
Chase Club to qualify for the forty-first USGA 
Senior Amateur at Prairie Dunes C.C. in Hutch-
inson, Kansas. This also allowed him to play in 
the British Amateur Senior Open. For the second 
tim e N ed qualified  for the USGA Senior 
Amateur at Atlanta C.C., Long Island, New York 
in 1997.

Women Stars. In addition to Marion Brown 
Booth, there were many other Manor women 
who were exceptional golfers. Florence Daily was 
a great competitor and benefactor of the Wo-
men’s Golf Program. She was one of the first 
winners o f the Manor Women’s Club Cham-
pionship as Mrs. E. M. McClelland in 1930 and 
1931. She also won it as Mrs. John R. Daily in 
1944. In 1953, John Daily donated the John R. 
Daily Trophy to be presented to the Women’s 
Club Champion. Florence Daily began spon-
soring the Seniors’ Championship in 1963, and 
her family continues the tradition. The license 
plate on the back of Florence Daily’s yellow Lin-
coln said it all, “MANOR.” In 1988, the Manor 
Women Seniors presented Florence Daily with 
a bright red cardigan sweater as a token of thanks 
for all she had done to support their program.
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Women who learned how to play golf at 
Manor and played Junior golf here seemed to 
have a great advantage when it came to Club 
Championship competition. After an absence 
from Club Championship competition for a 
number of years, Kit (Diggs) Williams got her 
name on the cup again in 1983. Williams first 
won the title in the early 1960s when she was 
able to wrest it away from her sister Barbara 
Hughes, who went on to become a teaching pro 
in Richmond.

Pat Tyrell defea ted  
Marion Booth to take the 
title for the seventh time 
in 1985 and repeated her 
win in 1986. Earlier, Ty-
rell had won the Cham-
pionship in 1968 and 1970 
as Pat Blanche. As Mrs.
Jo h n  T yre ll, she  w as 
Champion in 1978, 1979,
1980,1981, 1985, and 1986.
Marion Booth reclaimed 
it for the eighth time in
1987. C arlene C assidy 
moved from the jun ior ranks into MWGA 
competition and won the championship four 
years straight from 1988 through 1991. Although 
she lost to Marion Booth the first time the two 
met in the finals, Carlene Cassidy showed her 
mastery o f the game by prevailing over one of 
the area’s best golfers three years in a row to 
capture the Club championship. Her opponent 
in the finals for her fourth crown was Barbara 
DiMaio, another outstanding golfer as a junior, 
who went on to claim the crown in 1996, and 
again in 1998.

The final match o f the Club Championship 
was a Mother-Daughter contest in 1995 when

Carol Longson teed off against her daughter 
Amy, another former Manor junior. Amy pre-
vailed over her mother and went on to become a 
LPGA teaching pro.

The M anor W om en’s G olf A ssociation 
(MWGA) had traditionally fielded competitive 
teams in the Washington M etropolitan Golf 
Association matches. In the early years, the 
Manor team was quite competitive but went 
through a long dry spell following their win in 

1948. The trophy did not 
re tu rn  to M anor until 
1979 when Louise Foley, 
Pat Tyrell, Sella Barber, 
Lorraine Larson (Johnson), 
Floy Behlmer, and Elea-
nor K elly successfully  
combined to win District 
Team Matches. They were 
able to repeat the win in 
1980, but this was fol-
lowed by another long dry 
spell un til 1992 when 
Betty Sonntag, Barbara 
D iM aio, Louise Foley, 

Nancy Ehringer, and Marion Booth combined 
to bring the Third Division trophy home. Un-
fortunately, with the exception o f Marion Booth 
capturing the Keefer Cup for the second time 
after twenty years away from competitive Dis-
trict golf, Manor has had no recent winners of 
individual play in District tournaments.

Juniors to Professional Status. Manor has 
also served as a launching pad for a few pro-
fessional golfers who achieved success in a 
variety of tour events. One of Manor’s junior golf-
ers who went on to professional status was Eric 
Egloff. As a junior, he was active in the Frank 
Emmet program and was looked upon as a

Marion Booth and Pat Tyrell, frequent competitors.
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potential winner for the Frank Emmet Schoolboy 
Tournament the first time it was named after 
Emmet and played at Manor. While Eric Egloff 
didn’t take the trophy, he was the medalist and 
runner-up to the eventual winner. Egloff went 
on to play competitively from the University of 
Richmond and also won the Maryland District 
Amateur Championship in 1987. In 1988, Egloff 
qualified for the Canadian Tour, placing ninth 
in a field o f 150 qualifiers. This entitled him to 
an exempt status for the entire year starting in 
June at Victoria, British Columbia and continu-
ing through September. Following his success 
on the Canadian Tour, Egloff moved on to the 
Australian Tour where he placed fifth in the quali-
fying school, again earning an exemption from 
additional qualifying. Egloff’s strategy was to use 
these experiences to see if  he could improve his 
game to the point where he could be competitive 
on the U. S. Tour.

Tim Burnett also showed promise as a pos-
sible future pro. The summer that he was fifteen, 
he won the Maryland State Junior Golf Champ-
ionship, the South Atlantic Junior G olf Champ-
ionship 14/14 Division, Bobby Bowers 14/15 
Division, WMGA 14/15 Division, and was runner- 
up or medalist in four other area junior events, 
In addition, he was part o f Manor’s busy Junior 
Interclub Team. Burnett won the Maryland State 
Golf Association Junior Championship in 1988 
and successfully defended it in 1989 against runner- 
up Joe Plecker, son of Manor Pro Coleman and 
Barbara. That year, Burnett also captured the title 
for the thirtieth annual Bobby Gorin Memorial.

Manor Members Wbo Contribute to Golf 
in tbe State an cltl le USGA Section

There are three sectional golf associations 
that are affiliated with the USGA of which

Manor Country Club is a member. They are the 
M aryland State G olf A ssociation, M iddle 
Atlantic Golf Association, and the Washington 
Metropolitan Golf Association. Manor Country 
Club has the unique distinction of having two 
o f its members, Harry Pitt and Thomas G. 
Carney, serve as president of all three of these 
associations. More recently, Dr. Michael Oristian 
served as president of the Maryland State Golf 
Association in 1965 and the Middle Atlantic 
Golf Association in 1978. Ned Longson served 
as president o f the Maryland State Golf As-
sociation in 1993. In 1986, Ed Dunlap served 
as p residen t o f  the M iddle A tlantic G olf 
Associaion and is continuing his service with 
this associaiton as its historian. Currently, 
Edward A. Lynch is serving on the Executive 
Committee of the Washington Metropolitan Golf 
Association and will soon become its president. 
Joe Cardaci made substantial contributions to 
jun ior go lf and the Frank Emmet program, 
particularly after Frank Emmet’s death. Not to 
be outdone, the women made major con-
tributions as well. Marge Braden was instru-
mental in establishing girls junior golf in the 
District and served on the board of the Trans- 
National Association for many years as well as 
on PGA committees. As Manor was called upon 
to host a number o f State, Middle Atlantic, or 
USGA tournam ents, the m em bers readily 
extended their hospitality and joined the diverse 
committees needed to organize and make each 
event enjoyable and a success. Even when 
Manor has not provided the venue and the 
hospitality, it has many members as soldiers in 
the armies of volunteers that are necessary each 
time a professional tournament comes to the 
local area. Fittingly, Manor’s army ot volunteers 
has recently been headed by Col. Joe Gude.

Hr
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Until the Kemper Open selected the Washington 
area as a permanent home, these armies were 
raised only occasionally. Until it moved on, Ma-
nor also w orked heav ily  w ith  the LPGA 
tournament at Bethesda Country Club including 
having Coleman Plecker serve as the tenth tee 
starter. Bigger USGA events such as the Open 
required volunteers in advance and after the 
event as well as during play.

C onclusion

Although golf has an organized “season,” it 
is not necessarily a sport that has a limited 
“season” at Manor, and there are many who take 
great pride in hitting the links any day that the 
course is open. On winter weekend mornings, 
there are enough such hardy souls that golf takes 
on the appearance o f an organized event. The 
courageous assemble for the forming o f teams 
for the famous Manor “shoot-outs.” As nine 
o ’clock approaches, names and handicaps are 
written on slips o f paper and divided into A, B, 
C, and D handicap categories, and a blind draw

takes place to form the teams. The scene on the 
course sometimes resembles a travelogue of 
Siberia. Bundled in more layers than most cakes, 
the hearty souls with eyes and noses running and 
lips turning blue from cold, pretend to have a 
good time. To reinforce their conviction, they 
cheer themselves on with banalities such as “I 
think I see the sun coming out,” or “The wind 
will really help on this shot,” or “I’ve played in 
weather much worse than this.” After the round 
they reassemble; remove thermals, sweaters, 
windbreakers, jackets, gloves, hats, and earmuffs 
to celebrate their victory over the elements, and 
sometimes the golf course, elated to have sur-
vived; and then turn the prize money over to the 
foursome that conceded the most and longest 
putts. Despite the difficulties, barring a blizzard, 
bubonic plague, or a ticket to somewhere golf 
can be played in short sleeves, they return the 
following week for more o f the same. This 
dogged loyalty to the game of golf is what makes 
the Manor golf program an integral part of the 
Club’s history and future.
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The adirondack chairs await spectators or tired golfers.
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Manor Tennis

Manor had two tennis courts in the 1920s, 
where the parking lot behind the Club is located. 
However, when the clubhouse burned down in 
1952 and the new clubhouse was being built, 
those tennis courts were bulldozed to make way 
for the construction o f the new clubhouse. It 
wasn’t until May 1954 that two new tennis courts 
were built to replace the bulldozed ones (where 
the upper three courts are today), and only then 
did tennis begin to make its presence known at 
Manor. Pauline Betz Addie, the Wimbledon and 
United States National Champion, was Manor’s 
first tennis pro, but she was almost better known 
as the wife o f (he Washington S ta r’s premier 
sports writer, Bob Addie. Interestingly, Pauline 
Betz Addie accepted “family golf privileges” in 
lieu o f salary. When Pauline Betz Addie came 
to Manor, she, along with her assistant, Peg 
Welsh, organized clinics for beginners with a 
view to developing tennis at Manor to the point 
where a tennis ladder could be established and 
a tournament could be held by late summer.

In May 1954, the two new tennis courts were 
constructed o f brick dust over a bed o f cinders. 
They were completed by Edgemoor Tennis Club 
Professional Clark Taylor and his business 
partner Colonel Albert Jacoby, who was the Hard 
Court Champion o f Victoria, Australia. The 
courts were officially opened for play on May 
23, 1954 with a program of exhibition tennis 
matches. The matches were played by Pauline

Betz Addie, Clark Taylor of Edgemoor, Col. 
A lbert Jacoby, Donald Dell, National Boys 
Champion, and several outstanding junior girl 
players in the W ashington area. Inform al 
matches for all tennis players were also played.

The M anor tennis program  developed 
through the hard work and enthusiasm of Manor 
m em bers. D ick Sherm an was the Tennis 
Committee Chair during the 1950s, and he and 
his wife Jinny inspired the outpouring of time 
and effort from many members. Not only did 
members donate funds but also time and labor 
to literally improve the grounds and tennis 
fac ilities. The Sherm ans started  a Tennis 
“Surprise Party/Picnic,” which was held each 
year at their home on Montpelier Road to raise 
funds for the tennis program. Members and 
families alike attended— as many as 200 turned 
out for the party in 1958. Funds were raised 
through the sale of tickets for food, participation 
in activities, even the use of the bathroom. Dick 
Sherman recalls one well-known Manor member 
running up to him urgently inquiring “Where's 
the bathroom?” When he was told that it would 
cost him two tickets to use it, he thrust the entire 
wad of tickets that he had purchased into his 
host’s hand, saying: “Here, take 'em all. It's 
worth it!” In addition to the sale of tickets, funds 
were raised through contributions by business 
finns to support the Manor tennis program. Even 
after the Shermans left for Columbus, Ohio in
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late summer o f 1961, the new owners of the 
Sherman home on Montpelier, Jan and Cal Hines 
continued the Tennis “Surprise Party” the 
following summer o f 1962.

A third tennis court was added alongside the 
two and was in operation by the summer of 1957, 
and w ork had started  on Courts 4 and 5. 
However, the building o f these tennis courts did 
not result from simply Board approval. Tennis 
enthusiasts made these courts happen. Margaret 
Curtis arranged a fashion show presented by 
Pauline Grubbs’ Junior Debs Store to raise 
money used for materials to complete the work 
on courts number 4 and 5. Some thirty-five 
tennis players turned out en masse to start con-
struction o f these courts. Everyone brought his 
or her own rake and went to work smoothing 
the surface o f the lower court area and removing 
stones. Ice cold drinks were the only form of 
payment these laborers received—that and gold 
stars (one for each hour they worked). The entire 
area was well-prepared by the following people: 
Steve Brown, Bill Callahan, Bill and Susan 
Carmony, Tommy Curtis, John Diehl, Richard 
DiMaio, Dave and John and George Ellerton, 
Craig (four hours) and Scott and Wayne (five 
hours) Furman, Jackie and Howard Grothe, 
Bonnie Martin, John Molyneaux, Gus and Jim 
and Nancy (Thomas) Oberdick, John and Mike 
Oristian, Frank and Richard Parker, Bobby 
Roberts (w ith six hours!), Jack Stann, the 
Sherman tribe, and Bill Yeatman. Courts 4 and 
5 were finished with an asphalt rim so that they 
would hold water which would freeze and turn 
the courts into an ice rink during the winter. 
These courts could also be used for basketball.

By the sum m er o f  1959, the Board o f 
Governors approved a tennis practice wall 
adjacent to the lower courts. It was built, as

usual, with the help of many— especially the 
younger tennis players. The practice wall was 
twelve feet high and fifty feet long so that it 
could accommodate a number of players at one 
time. The surface of the practice area was asphalt.

As part of the contract to hire Frank Clugston 
o f Congressional Country Club as tennis pro in 
May 1959, the Board of Governors agreed to 
provide the new pro with a tennis pro shop. At 
this time, Manor member Larry Hill no longer 
needed a construction shack that he had used 
for a government contract, and he thought that 
this shack could be converted into a functioning 
pro shop. The tennis committee got permission 
from the Board of Governors to use this shack 
along with $500 to convert it into a pro shop. 
Hill arranged to load it onto a flatbed truck and 
moved it to Manor. The shack was placed on 
the hill overlooking the Club’s two tennis courts. 
Most o f the labor for converting the former 
construction shed was provided by players and 
friends of Manor tennis. It already had electrical 
wiring, and Hill along with committee members 
worked to modify it and add a porch. A tight 
deadline for completing the conversion was set 
by the Board o f Governors with the result that 
Tennis Committee members even shanghaied 
M argaret Curtis and others returning from 
church along Great Oak Road one Sunday 
morning and thrust a paint brush in their hands. 
As it happened, the shack was placed directly 
on top o f sewer lines, so Dick Sherman had a 
toilet and shower added to the pro shop. At a 
subsequent Board m eeting, President Tom 
Carney, always alert to catch the Tennis Com-
mittee (or more likely the chair, Dick Sherman) 
in some misdeed, accused Dick Sherman of 
deliberately disobeying his instruction not to 
install a bathroom in the tennis house. Dick
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denied the charge with the honest explanation, 
“I did not disobey your order because you never 
gave it; I knew you would disapprove, so I never 
asked you.”

A fter the Sherm ans le ft M anor for 
Columbus, Ohio, John Molyneaux develped a 
plan for a new and improved tennis pro shop 
constructed in conjunction with expanding and 
improving the pool snack bar. The base of his 
plan was the building used after the 1952 fire 
that housed women’s and men’s lockers. At this 
time, the pool snack bar was where the lifeguard 
office is now located. The Board o f Governors 
knew that the snack bar needed to be upgraded 
and their best bid came in at $40,000. Moly-
neaux, a member o f the Board o f Governors at 
this time, proposed that the old locker space be 
converted into a tennis pro shop and pool snack 
bar rather than expanding the swim snack bar in 
a confined area. He also knew that he could 
accomplish this task for less than the $40,000. 
M olyneaux contributed  the plum bing and 
electrical work to the pool snack bar, and the 
tennis pro, Cameron Oliphant, changed the 
locker room into a pro shop by putting in new 
flooring and wood paneled walls all with the help 
o f the Club’s handyman. Showers and toilets 
were already in place because it had formerly 
been a locker room. With these newly improved 
facilities, Manor hosted the Middle Atlantic Girls 
Tennis Tournament in 1966.

This 1962 pro shop lasted until it was 
expanded again in the 1998 renovation. In 
memory o f his late wife Kay, member Bruce 
Tucker made a significant financial contribution 
to the renovation and additions to the pro shop. 
The pro shop now houses restroom and shower 
facilities in addition to wood-paneled lockers; a 
lounge for members; shop area for merchandise;

and offices for the tennis pro staff. The lounge 
wall d isplays a handpainted  m ural o f  an 
overview of Manor’s tennis courts by Christina 
Stepanik. To honor the memory of Kay Tucker 
and mark Bruce Tucker’s generous support of 
the tennis program , the tennis com m ittee 
dedicated the new pro shop to Kay Tucker in 
May 1998.

The year 1957 marked the beginning of 
organized tennis at Manor, which was popular 
with the men and juniors but less so with the 
women. Junior tennis began as The Greater 
Washington Tennis Association and sponsored 
interclub matches for boys and girls, which later 
became the Junior Interclub Tennis League. The 
Junior Interclub Tennis League matches were at 
one tim e organized under the auspices o f 
Montgomery County Recreation, and various 
area country clubs participated as well as swim 
and tennis clubs. Manor Juniors now number 
approximately 100 children, and they continue 
to have their singles and doubles tournaments. 
Juniors’ interclub play became less formal by 
the late 1990s. The Men’s Interclub League also 
started in the late 1950s, and Manor fielded a 
“C” team that scheduled matches with Army- 
Navy, Kenwood, Edgemoor, Arlington, and 
Belle Haven. Early dominant men tennis players 
included Dick Sherm an, Ed Furm an. Jim 
Murray, Bill Dorasavage, and Gene Houpert. 
Manor’s strong female players were among the 
junior players: Nancy Thomas in the 1960s and 
Betty Dorasavage and Betsy Jablonski in the 
1970s. Betty Dorasavage and Betsy Jablonski 
(w ho both p layed for the U n iversity  o f 
M aryland) were asked to jo in  the Middle 
Atlantic team in 1975 and played for the Junior 
Wightman Cup. Their team finished as runner- 
up to California’s team.
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Women’s tennis was not as popular as men’s 
and juniors’ tennis during Manor’s early days. 
Manor women’s tennis came about gradually 
beginning in 1970 with the hiring of a new tennis 
pro who encouraged women’s tennis. By 1975, 
a group o f women members, led by Diane 
Schmidt, Nancy Thomas, Judy Flaherty, Carol 
Smith, and Barbara Haight, began to organize 
w om en’s tennis at the Club in an effort to 
encourage members to learn and to enjoy the 
sport as well as to promote fellowship. While 
Manor did have a handful of women members 
who were accomplished players, MWTA was 
organized in 1976 to encourage play. In its very 
first year, a round robin was held that drew as 
many as thirty-six women onto the Club’s nine 
courts. Many o f the players were beginners. The 
MWTA founders believed that the beginning

Cartoon by Gib Crockett to Shermans

tennis players would enjoy the sport, that the 
initial interest would grow, and that the women’s 
tennis program would become popular. A singles 
ladder and two doubles ladders (“A” and “B” 
levels) were established, and singles and doubles 
tournaments were held each year. The women 
also began to field  an interclub team. The 
foresight of these founding MWTA women has 
been rewarded with a membership today of 
m ore than sixty women. The organization 
sponsors four interclub teams and holds four 
tournaments/round robins ( past presidents’, fun 
day, singles, and doubles) annually. In addition, 
the women also participate in other tennis events 
planned by Manor’s tennis committee such as 
the annual opening day round robin, 4th o f July 
social, and mixed doubles tournaments. The 
women’s programs, principally their interclub 
participation and their strong support and 
encouragem en t o f  the ju n io rs ’ program , 
convinced the Manor Board of Governors o f the 
need to build a tenth tennis court. By spring 
1997, it was built, along with a half court for 
teaching.

The Club’s tennis program began holding 
an annual Tennis Awards Dinner in October 
1954. At the fifth annual Tennis Awards Dinner, 
friends o f tennis as a token o f their appreciation 
for the seven years o f hard work to create and 
expand the Manor tennis program, presented the 
Shermans with a “token o f their esteem”— a 
beautiful silver chafing dish with matching tray 
and a Gib Crockett original of Jinny and Dick 
Sherman in typical tennis garb, signed by more 
than fifty members o f Manor. In addition, this 
particular banquet also presented a total o f five 
tennis plaques including a plaque for Women’s 
Singles, donated by Dorothy Oberdick, and a 
large plaque donated by the Tennis Committee
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with space for boy champions in each o f the four 
age groups. These plaques were meant to be 
hung in the tennis pro shop as a permanent record 
o f tennis championships at Manor. Later, a 
mahogany plaque was donated to Manor by 
tennis chairman Vince Pepper in 1970. This 
plaque had the capacity to list singles winners 
in all categories for many years and was initially 
kept in the tennis pro shop and later the trophy 
bar in the clubhouse.

In addition to the Shermans, many other 
members have stood out in M anor’s tennis 
history and have been recognized through the 
Kay Tucker Award. Kay Tucker was one o f the 
strong women tennis players, and she died an 
untimely death in April 1984. In recognition of 
her contributions to the tennis program and the 
fellowship she engendered, her husband, Bruce 
Tucker, asked that a tennis award be created in 
her memory— the Kay Tucker Award. The award 
was to be given to a man, woman, or child who 
unselfishly has devoted years of service to the 
tennis program; given encouragement to players

or non-players involved in the tennis program; 
run several phases of the tennis program well; 
set an example by displaying good sportsman-
ship, enthusiasm, or willingness to help others; 
and been instrumental in keeping the tennis 
com m ittee or the W om en’s A ssociation  
functioning with integrity. This award was to be 
given annually over a limit of ten years, however, 
the committee that had gathered each year to 
determine who should be that year’s winner felt 
the need to give recognition to an eleventh 
candidate. Those people who were awarded for 
th e ir  ou tstand ing  con tribu tion  to tennis 
beginning in 1984 are the following: Janis 
Schroeder, Gene Houpert, Diane Schmidt, Don 
and M ary Jane Walton, Barbara Steed, Don 
Scudder, Barry Selig, Fred Shand, Judy Selig,
Ken Howard, and Ken Peltz.

Ken Howard was appointed Manor’s head 
Tennis Pro in 1984. His dedication to pro- 89
fessional excellence not only enriched Manor’s 
tennis program but was recognized by his peers. 
Howard was nominated by the U. S. Professional 
Tennis Association (USPTA) to be “Pro of the 
Year” in April 1991 for the State of Maryland.
In May of that same year, he was awarded the 
title and represented Maryland at the USPTA 
National Convention on Hilton Head Island. 
Howard is also a member of the Prince Advisory 
Staff. When asked what outstanding honors and; 
or awards he has received in his career, Howard 
responded, “Standings, rankings, and all the 
other things that have come my way do not 
compare in importance and significance to me 
as much as receiving the Kay Tucker Award.”

Since com ing to M anor, Howard suc-
cessfully coached Manor Women’s interclub 
tennis teams and moved them from fielding one 
Red “C” team to fielding four teams. The Red

Kay Tucker
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“C” team, with Howard’s coaching, moved 
through the levels achieving the top level of inter-
club play, Red “A.” Two other teams achieved 
Blue “A” status and Red “C” status, and Howard 
also encouraged beginning women players to join 
a Green “C” team which members gradually 
move up into the Red “C” level of play.

Ken Howard, Manor’s tennis pro, 1984-present.

H oward also has been instrum ental in 
making Manor’s tennis facility home to the Mid 
A tlantic Tennis A ssociation (MATA) tour-
naments for the Men’s 35’s and over and 45’s 
and over singles and doubles since 1990. Over 
the years, the tournament has attracted such 
noted players as follows:

Graham Stillwell - British Davis Cup 
Team 1963-69; semi-finalist in doubles at 
Wimbledon 1969; with career wins over 
Rod Laver, Arthur Ashe, John Newcombe, 
Ilie Nastase, Fred Stolle, and Guillermo

Vilas. He was the MATA 35’s and over 
winner in 1983, and was the semi-finalist 
in the 45’s and over men’s singles in 1995.

Fred M cNair - U.S. Davis Cup Team 
1976-1978; French Open and Masters 
D oubles Cham pion; career w ins over 
M anuel O rantes, Roscoe Tanner, and 
Harold Solomon. He was the MATA 35’s 
and over winner in 1986 and 1989; the 
National 35’s and over grass court singles 
winner in 1989; and the MATA 45’s and 
over singles champion in 1995.

Claude England - ranked #2 in U.S.A. 
M en’s 35’s Singles in 1990 and ranked #3 
in U.S.A. M en’s 4 0 ’s Singles in 1997. 
England was USPTA National Men’s 35’s 
Singles Champion in 1990 and 1991 and 
won the 1991 USPTA M en’s 35’s “Player 
o f the Year” National Award. He won 8 
consecutive M id A tlan tic M en’s 3 5 ’s 
Outdoor Championships, having won 5 of 
these titles at Manor Country Club. He is 
w inner o f  31 M aryland State C ham -
pionships and won the 1997 Maryland 
State M en’s Open “Player o f the Year” 
Award. England was an ATP Touring 
Professional competing in Australia, Asia, 
North and South America, Africa, and 
Europe, reaching a top 200 world ranking. 
He was the New Zealand Junior Singles 
C ham pion in 1972 and 1974; Junior 
D oubles C ham pion in 1972; and 
represented New Zealand in the Junior 
Davis Cup Competition in Italy in 1975.

John Reinhard - ranked number one in 
MATA 4 0 ’s and over in 1992 and was 
chosen  to p lay in the 4 5 ’s and over 
intersectional team competition for 1994 
and 1995.

Jim Delaney - MCAA Champion; played 
for Stanford and was once ranked in the 
top ten in the world in doubles and number 
30 in singles.
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The tennis program has continued to grow 
and strengthen the overall membership o f Manor 
Country Club. The tennis bubble has been a 
positive influence not only on the tennis program 
but the Club in general, however, initially con-
vincing Manor Country Club’s Board of Gov-
ernors o f this potential was a challenge. Don 
Scudder, Ken Howard, Ken Peltz, and Barry 
Selig sponsored the $300,000 commitment for 
this tennis bubble. Their third presentation to 
the Board o f Governors to have a tennis bubble 
erected proved to be the charm—the bubble was 
approved unanim ously by the Board. The 
addition o f a tennis bubble over four har tru 
tennis courts in 1990 is one o f the strongest 
statements o f how popular tennis has become at 
Manor Country Club. The bubble has extended 
tennis into the winter months, brought in outside 
winter memberships, and allowed the Club to 
keep its p ro fessional s ta ff year-round. In 
addition, the tennis bubble has even proven to 
encourage the golfing membership to play tennis 
while the golf course is left to the hearty few 
during the harsh winter months. However, if

the golfing members have moved onto the tennis 
courts, the tennis members have ventured onto 
the golf course as well. Frequently, the tennis 
players are a recognized force at the golf 
twilights winning more than their fair share of 
prizes. And, the tennis players play in a golf 
tournament of their own, the Pauls’ Classic, held 
each Labor Day weekend since 1994. The Pauls’ 
Tournament commemorates two tennis/golf 
players, Paul Barnhill and Paul Egloff, who both 
suffered fatal heart attacks while playing tennis.
Both men were active Manor Community and 
Club members, and their absence was greatly 
felt. Bill Steed and Diane Schmidt both wanted 
to celebrate these men’s lives and combine both 
men’s love for tennis and golf by sponsoring a 
golf tournam ent for tennis players who are 
teamed up with golf players. The combination ^

129of the tennis bubble, the overwhelming growth w
of women’s and juniors’ tennis, and the Pauls’ 91
Tournament has done much to promote the 
recognition that Manor has an active and healthy 
tennis program.
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Reverse dive in the straight position.

(1. to r.) Manor’s swim facilities,

The scene of Manor’s swim and dive competitions.A Manor swim team hoists its trophies with Coach Kostoff on left.

The butterfly stroke.



C H A P T E R  6

Manor’s Swim and Dive History

The C oun try  C lub Sw im  and D ive 
Association (CCSDA) did not begin until 1950. 
Until then, M anor children swam socially. 
Gradually, by the 1940s, Dale Lowe recalls 
parents gathering children, himself included, to 
swim against each other on Sunday afternoons. 
Eventually, a few neighboring clubs such as 
Edgemoor or Chevy Chase, would be invited to 
swim their children against M anor’s which 
finally  led to the for-
mation of CCSDA. The 
original organization was 
called the Country Club 
Amateur Swim Association 
(CCASA). The charter 
member clubs o f this or-
ganization numbered fif-
teen and included Manor 
Country Club (and Edge-
moor, which is why it is 
part o f the CCSDA even though it is not a 
country club). Manor member Ed Caswell was 
a founding father o f CCASA/CCSDA. The 
association was formed with the intention that 
children should have fun with swim and dive 
com petition. It was a much more informal 
organization than it is today. Swim competitions 
were primarily in freestyle. However, medley 
relays for all age groups also were held, and these 
included all the strokes. Gradually backstroke 
was added to freestyle, then breaststroke, and

finally butterfly (probably in response to more 
families developing an interest in the Amateur 
A th le tic  A ssociation  now known as U.S. 
Swim m ing— its local branch is known as 
Potomac Valley Swim). By 1963, the transition 
to the full meet agenda was made. CCSDA 
organized itself into three divisions: “A,” “B,” 
and “C” with five teams in each division. Diving 
was even less formally organized than swim-

ming in the early days 
because it attracted only 
a few participants in its 
early years.

Cham pionships 
have rotated among the 
three lengths o f pools—  
the standard 25 meters, 
the older 100 foot, and 
the other 25 yard pools. 
Thus, all member clubs 

enjoy the same relative advantage over time. The 
CCSDA swim events developed by the 1960s 
into a “season” consisting of four interdivisional 
dual meets, as many non-divisional meets as 
could be scheduled (usually two), divisional relay 
meet, divisional championship, developmental 
cham pionsh ip , and league cham pionship  
preliminaries and finals meet to culminate the 
season.

During the early years of organized swim-
ming, Manor’s team was not very competitive.

The lower pool during its early era.
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In 1962, Ron Laneve was hired as swim coach 
for Manor and coached for about twelve years. 
Laneve was also football coach at Peary High 
School and many of the Manor children knew 
him. Laneve was hired on the basis o f his 
coaching ability, not his swimming. In fact, he 
did not know any swim stroke other than 
freestyle, but he quickly learned that first summer 
as swim coach. Despite his lack o f swimming 
expertise, his coaching presence did develop a 
more competitive spirit in Manor’s swim team.

Steve Mahaney, who coached at Fairmont 
State, was swim coach for Manor in 1974 and 
1975. The Walton children remember that he had 
so much enthusiasm; he made every child on 
the team feel that he or she was the reason the 
team could win each swim meet. He cheered as 
hard for the last place finisher as he did for the 
top three swimmers o f each heat.

Manor did not offer swim lessons during the 
early 1970s so parents were told that if  their 
children wanted to leam to swim, they had to join 
the swim team. The Waltons placed their seven- 
year old on the team, and the first week he went 
everyday with his three older siblings, but when 
he got horpe, he vomited pool water for forty- 
five minutes to an hour. Mary Jane Walton went 
to Steve Mahaney and said, “This is ridiculous. 
Let me just take him out of practices.” Mahaney 
asked, “Give me one more week,” which Walton 
did, and five days later, the child was swimming 
without swallowing water.

Manor meets were super exciting during the 
early 1970s. Steve Selthoffer, Jim Orchard, and 
John Anthony were senior boys, and many meets 
came down to the senior events and every relay! 
During the late 1970s and early 1980s, Kari 
Engen, Ann Larsen, Kathryn Williamson, and 
the four Waltons were most competitive.

Manor swimmers moved to the “A” Division 
in 1981 under the coaching o f swim coach Mike 
Bretting. Mike had a B.S. and M.A. in physical 
education from East Carolina State and was an 
assistant swim coach at the U niversity  o f 
Maryland while working on a Ph.D. in physical 
education.

Dale and Becky Lowe took charge o f the 
Swim and Dive Committee from Carol and 
Charlie Smith in 1982. At that time, 118 children 
participated in the Swim and Dive program. 
Manor’s swim team was undefeated in divisional 
meets and finished first in the divisional relays 
and championships. The swim team moved from 
seventh place in 1981 to third place in the area- 
wide country club championships. M anor’s 
swim team broke seventeen team swimming 
records that season. For the 1983 season, twenty- 
two Manor Country Club pool team records were 
broken by members o f the girls’ relay team, and 
they were first ever runners-up in the CCSDA 
league that season.

Many team and CCSDA records from the 
late 1970s and early 1980s still stand. Swimmers 
including Isabelle W allace (Jr. Individual 
Medley), Valerie Winkler (Sr. Individual Medley 
and Fly), Peggy Anne Hewitt (Olson) (breast), 
Dawn Flaherty (free and breast), and Kindra 
Predmore (back and fly) left a trail of records in 
individual and relay events in CCSDA and pools 
o f the league from 1980-1983.

By 1989, there were 120 participants in the 
swim and dive program at Manor. Despite the 
divers winning all o f their dual meets, they came 
up third in the championships. The swim team, 
who had lost only two dual meets, finished in 
sixth place. Manor was on a downward spiral 
moving almost down to the “C” Division. Manor 
replaced, yet again, its swim coach staff and
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hired two-time Olympian swimmer (1980 and 
1984), JefFKostoff, to head coach the team in 
1990. When he came to the Manor coaching 
staff, the Manor swim team had just completed 
a poor ninth place finish in CCSDA cham-
pionships after a string o f five one-year head 
coaches. Under Jeff Kostoff’s coaching, Manor’s 
swim team grew in size. Manor’s 1997 swim 
team carried 165 swimmers/divers with the 
largest growth in the number of young swimmers 
and with only one swimmer graduating from the 
eligible roster, Caroline Shipps. Caroline Shipps 
was a strong contributing team member and 
leading scorer from age eight to eighteen.

Parents judging a forward dive with a half twist in the straight position.

Manor Country Club earned the CCSDA 
championship for diving in 1990. The swim and 
dive team programs both won in July 1996 and 
1997, and only the swim championship in 1998. 
M anor’s swim team prevailed over longtime 
rival Kenwood Country Club in “A” division 
ending Kenwood’s seventeen-year reign in 1996. 
Although Manor only “squeaked” out a 4-point 
championship victory over Kenwood in 1996, 
the gap widened in 1997 and 1998 with Manor

surging ahead. M anor’s dive team won first 
place in 1996 and 1997 and fell to second place 
in 1998.

Swim team  m em bers at M anor have 
included many of the fastest swimmers in the 
Potomac Valley area. Many of these swimmers 
grew to enjoy swim competition in the summer 
CCSDA pools and pursued their newfound sport 
in year-round teams such as RMSC (Rockville 
Municipal Swim Center), Dolphins, Sea Devils, 
Curl, high school leagues, metro competitions, 
and on to many major universities.

Families have always been a big part of 
swimming. One wonders what special breakfast 
fortification or dinner selection breeds such 
successful swim families with the speed of the 
Smiths (Annie, Patrick, and Carrie) 1980—1983, 
free, back, and individual medley(IM); or the 
Seligs (Evan and Bradley) 1983-1984, breast; 
Larsens (John and Anne) 1980s; the Andersons 
(Evans, Jr. and Chrissy) 1990s, IM, free, and 
fly; the Smolkas (Carl, Jr., Keri, and Pat) 1990s, 
free and back; Eynons (Sarah and Becky) 1990s, 
free; and emerging champions Kuglers (Kassy 
and Tina), the Fuccillos (Dominic, Joe, Angela, 
and Maria) breast; the Balls (Kelly and PJ) free 
and fly.

Other standouts from the 1980s and 1990s 
include girls: Kristen Drzewiecki (IM and free), 
Sarah Haight (breast), Regina Beahm (free and 
fly), Brooke Stanley (free), Caroline Shipps 
(free, fly, and breast); and boys: Matt Meyer 
(fly), Chris Lee (free and fly), Billy Ferguson 
(free), Danny Mitchell (back and breast) and 
Steven Duplinsky (free and fly).

CCSDA diving has Manor member Dale 
Lowe to thank for setting  up the Diving 
Constitution in 1983, which is still in use today. 
His knowledge of pool construction, swim com-
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petition rules and diving were most valuable to 
Manor and to the CCSDA.

Mary Jane Walton followed Dale Lowe, and 
both she and husband Don Walton contributed 
much besides a long line o f Walton diving 
competitors completed by the best of them, Diane 
Walton, who later returned to coach her team for 
several seasons. It will take a wunderkind to break 
her impressive string of diving records through 
all the age groups for girls. In 1987, Diane Walton 
broke the 14 and under girls diving record held 
by Pam Guerra since 1979 with a score of 161.5 
in the CCSDA dive championships. In recog-
nition of the many special efforts over twenty years 
the Waltons made to the diving program, it is no

wonder that the Manor diving well was dedicated 
in 1991 and named the Walton Diving Well.

Early dive coaches included John Wolsh, who 
was still diving for the University of Maryland 
when he signed on with Manor as their summer 
dive coach in the 1970s. He recruited anyone he 
could get to join, frequently pulling them in from 
swim practices to join his team. He would take 
the younger children and dive with them in his 
arms. Another memorable coach was Dick Tober

who was studying for a Ph.D. at the University 
o f Maryland. He was a tremendous person who 
coached at Manor for three years. He taught 
sound fundamentals to everyone on the team.

By 1983, Manor’s diving team concluded its 
best year in the history of the Club by finishing in 
second place in the CCSDA diving champion-
ships. The great performance was led by Jim 
Walton, Pam Guerra, and Leigh Schroeder who fi-
nished in first place in their respective age groups.

Manor rebuilt its 100 foot pool in 1989-1990 
to add depth for the safety of the older swimmers 
to dive off the starting blocks. At the same time, 
the Club opted to switch to the new standard 
length pool of twenty-five meters for competition.

The only remaining 100 foot 
pools are Congressional, Co-
lumbia, and Chevy Chase. Even 
Kenwood opened an eight-lane 
twenty-five meter pool in May 
1997. Tantallon and Indian 
Spring Country Clubs remain the 
sole twenty-five yard pools in the 
CCSDA. This complicates the 
record-keeping because three 
sets of team records must be kept 
to accommodate each length of 
pool. However, M anor’s new 
pool opened the door o f op-

portunity for its own swimmers to establish new 
twenty-five meter pool records.

Even “old” records get broken. Fourteen twen-
ty-five yard Manor team records fell at the 1997 
CCSDA championships, including all the girls’ 
freestyle records for ages nine and up. Yes, the 
girls’ graduated free relay won, just shy of a new 
record. The boys’ free relay took second place es-
tablishing a new team record over 1983, the last 
major domination period of Manor’s swim team.

Dive Coach, Meg O’Brien coaching a beginner diver.
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Swim teams don’t exist in a vacuum. It takes 
over thirty parents to run a dual meet. Manor 
has benefited from outstanding leadership from 
m any dedicated parents. Early supporting 
fam ilies during the 1950s and early 1970s 
include the Kramers, the Barrs, Callahans, 
Roberts, Pattens, Blanches, Geibels, Dorseys, 
Carbos, Galloglys, Latos, Waalkes, Selthoffers, 
A nthonys, Rogers, M ooers, A ppletons. In 
addition  to Ed C asw ell’s contribu tions in 
establishing CCSDA, he also officiated at swim 
meets and was swim chairman when the new 
pool opened in 1965. Caswell’s longtime con-
tributions and support of the swim program were 
recognized when the upper pool was dedicated 
to his memory in 1967. More recent Manor 
families include Dale and Becky Lowe, Mary 
Jane and Don Walton, Susan Smink, Barbara 
Shipps, Susan Anderson, Elaine and Bob Eynon, 
all who gave many years o f service to the swim

and dive teams as well as to CCSDA and without 
whom Manor could not have the outstanding 
team it has today.

Rita Molyneaux was honored for her many 
continuing years of service on behalf of the clubs 
and children o f the CCSDA in June of 1989. 
Rita began her involvement in the swim and dive 
program s at Manor in 1959 when her own 
children were swimming. She also served as 
chairman of the Manor Swim Committee. Rita 
took over the production  o f  the CCSDA 
Championship Program in 1975. She prepared 
the CCSDA Championship program and results 
with a typewriter for many years and did not 
miss a year until her retirement in 1993, even 
though her own children were long since grown 
and graduated from the swim scene. She also 
kept the by-laws updated. Once the task of 
CCSDA Championship program moved from 
the realm of manual typewriters and mimeo-
graph m achines into the com puter age, a 
longtime goal finally fulfilled, Rita retired from 
her duties and moved onto golf.

People contribute in many other ways. Art 
and Cill Fuccillo created an elegant new record 
board which became a display focal point after 
the 1997 construction was completed. Gail 
Horvath dragged Manor kicking and screaming 
into the new age of technology with a laptop at 
poolside to record swim times on the Hytek 
swim software that provides coaches complete 
information on all team members' performance 
and their improvement over time. Not without 
effort, time, and controversy, computers have 
gradually moved into dual meet preparation. 
From 1994 into the late 1990s, CCSDA's 
championship has run like a “big-time” USS 
swim meet, complete with electronic starts and 
touch pads and buttons to supplement watches
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Manor moms Pat Carlton, Susan Anderson 
and Mimi Roth working a swim meet.
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as the primary time-keeping system. Computers 
now seed “A ” division and league cham -
pionships thus replacing the tedious pink and 
blue card shuffling on the ballroom floors done 
as recently as the early 1990s. Complete results 
are available for coaches soon after the last 
swimmer leaves the pool. With 15 teams in 
CCSDA and almost 1,200 swim entries at the 
season’s final championship, progress into the 
high-tech age was inevitable.

A tradition that began nearly forty-eight 
years ago continues. Each September, Manor’s 
swim and dive teams have a banquet to celebrate 
the victories o f the season. By January, swim-
mers start to dream about their swim team events 
in the upcoming season, and the fun continues.
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Fun and Games

Throughout its history, Manor Country Club 
offered more than golf to its members. By virtue 
o f its rural location, Manor was able to provide 
extensive riding trails throughout its property 
and surrounding countryside. Since the property 
was originally an operating farm, stables were 
among the buildings on the grounds, and some 
members chose to join just on the basis that 
horseback riding was among the Club’s amen-
ities. In addition to horseback riding, bridge was 
a constant activity right at the outset. There was 
always a game going on poolside or on the 
grounds themselves while members waited for 
others to come off the golf course. It was only 
natural, that bridge would be a consistent entry 
on the social calendar. In addition to bridge, 
M anor had an active bowling membership. 
While Manor did not have bowling lanes o f its 
own such as the Chevy Chase Club, members 
formed bowling leagues and competed and used 
area commercial bowling lanes. This chapter is 
about horseback riding, bridge, and bowling at 
Manor.

H orseback Riaingf

In 1930, Harry Fraley, who had a farm along 
Bowie Mill Road, approached the Manor Club 
Board o f Directors about providing horses and 
English riding tack for Manor members to enjoy 
recreational horseback riding. Fraley was willing

to supply Manor with 8 to 10 horses from his 
farm and sent a man over from his farm to look 
after them at Manor’s stable. A Riding Com-
mittee was formed that later became the Riding 
and Hunt Committee chaired by Herbert A. 
Williams according to 1934 and 1935 news-
letters. Some Manor members hoped that the 
“hunt” part o f the committee would take over 
the rigorous need to help the Club slicers and 
hookers in futile search for lost golf balls, 
however the committee actually was interested 
in pursuing foxes. While Manor was never a 
sanctioned fox hunt club such as the Chevy 
Chase Club nor a “pack” (which borrows 
hounds), Manor members did ride and hunt. The 
Redland Hunt Club was in existence during this 
time, and Harry Fraley’s son recalls his father 
contacting Redland in behalf of Manor members 
to join in some of their rides. A December 1932 
newsletter reported that “On several occasions 
impromptu fox hunts [had] been conducted 
through the territory immediately west of the 
Club and down toward Rock Creek.” This same 
newsletter commented that “The expenses of a 
formal hunt with the necessary paneling and 
obtaining rights over the adjoining farms [had] 
been deferred  until econom ic conditions 
[became] more propitious.” According to a letter 
from Conrad Shamel to Tommy Mott's father 
(a local farmer and member o f Redland Hunt), 
Manor member Boyd Keys acted as Master of
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the Hunt which means that he brought hounds 
to the hunt.

Williams, as chair of the Riding and Hunt 
committee at Manor, was given funds to proceed 
w ith the erection o f  jum ps and other im-

Unidentified Manor beauty, 1930s.

provements, which were constructed by Fraley. 
According to Fraley’s son, his father set up jumps 
across Georgia Avenue from Manor Country Club 
on property that is now Leisure World.

The stables were located where the golf 
maintenance barn now stands. According to a 
December 1932 newsletter, horses could be 
rented for an entire morning or an afternoon for 
$2.50 and “the stock...in the stables [was] at 
least equal to any of the riding academies in 
[Washington].” Fraley managed the stables, and 
he or his nephew  w ould accom pany less 
experienced riders. Fraley also provided horse-
back riding lessons to members who requested 
them . At the tim e, houses in the M anor 
community did not exceed thirty, according to 
Dick Dietrick, and so there was a vast area of 
trails within the Manor Country Club property 
for riding. Children would also go horseback 
riding at the Club. Murray Robinson remembers 
getting a horse to ride one day that was an old

racehorse. The horse took Murray for a ride over 
a go lf course green near the tennis courts. 
Murray finally brought him to a stop by steering 
him into some five-foot high grass. Murray’s 
horseback ride was not the only time the golf 
course endured some damage. There were 
com plain ts here and there in the M anor 
newsletters indicating some problems with riders 
straying out onto the course.

The horses were used for more than just 
pleasure riding. In the wintertime, the horses 
would be hitched to a sleigh that Doctor Gibbs, 
founder o f People’s Drug Stores, kept stored 
under the porch o f his son’s house which faces 
out over the pond o f the eleventh hole.

With reduced member activity due to the 
Depression, a 1935 newsletter informed the 
membership that Fraley was compelled to move 
his horses out to his farm on Bowie Mill Road 
in order to cut down expenses. W ith the 
continued hardships of the Depression and the 
onset o f World War II, the horses were no longer 
a facet o f  Club life. M em ories o f  several 
members corroborate that the stables burned 
down sometime in the 1940s.

B r id g e

Bridge has always been a popular Manor 
pastime from its earliest days. Ladies would 
gather under the spreading trees to play bridge 
during summer afternoons. At least one social 
event a month was a bridge social, and members 
often hosted bridge parties for their friends at 
the Club. Card parties also became popular 
fund-raisers for charitable causes and as a source 
o f revenue for Club furnishings. “At almost 
anytime day or night, members could find a 
bridge game, outdoors or indoors” according to
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Murray Robinson, who grew up at the Club in 
the 1920s and 1930s.

Harold K. Beck, chairman o f the bridge 
committee, got duplicate bridge underway at 
Manor in 1934. A series o f eleven duplicate 
bridge tournaments were inaugurated with the 
first meeting on Thursday, December 14, 1933. 
A special dinner was optional at each tour-
nament. Charges for dinner and bridge were 
$1.25, for dinner only $.90, and bridge only $.50. 
Prizes of silver cocktail cups were presented at 
each tournament with a season high average 
prize o f  a beautiful silver cocktail shaker 
presented to the winner who was required to play 
at least seven o f the eleven meetings and not 
more than three times with the same partner. 
There was also a formal bridge trophy.

In November 1935, the new season was to 
get underway with C. Van Driesen as the new 
Chairman o f the Bridge Committee. Bridge 
players chose between duplicate, contract, or a 
set foursome. There were prizes in all categories. 
According to a January 1936 “Manorisms,” an 
outgrowth o f the duplicate bridge sessions was 
the formation o f the Dummie’s Association. The 
Dummie’s Association met in the little dining 
room during the play o f each board. Dummies 
who wished to improve their games would go 
over some trick hands which they kept in bottles 
in the left china cabinet. Bottles were labeled 
from “Ten High” to “Ace High” and each con-
tained about eight hands that could only be 
played once. The 1935 season also occasioned 
a one-time Husband vs. Wife Bridge Tour-
nament. The victorious women celebrated a 
resounding defeat of the men 47-37.

In addition to the local competition, there 
was also an Interclub Bridge League. Interclub 
Bridge was made up o f seven country clubs and

the Press Club competing against each other.
Each league member fielded two four-person 
teams. Manor placed second to Washington in 
1934 despite having beaten that team at their 
head-to-head match.

After many years of trying, Manor won the 
handicap trophy in 1976 and was keeping hopes 
alive that the all-around trophy would once spend 
a year in the Manor trophy case, but it was not to 
be. Perhaps the disappointment caused Manor 
to withdraw from the league for a few years, but 
they rejoined the Interclub League in 1979. John 
Harrison was the captain, who did a great job of 
recruiting bridge talent and building a highly 
competitive team. The 1980 team included Ed 
Ball, Lindy Bell, Ken and Pat Eaton. Bill Green, 
Eleanor Hatton, John Harrison, Barbara Hendry,
Poppy Latos, Bill and Jan Reinhardt, and Juanita 
Varnell. For the first time, Manor won the ^
Interclub Duplicate Championship in 1980. 1 0 1

Manor began the season with a first place win 
without handicap and managed to maintain that 
lead throughout the season, competing against the 
seven other teams monthly.

The mixed bridge trophy was missing in 
1975. It would have been awarded to a three- 
way tie of Lindy Bell, Pat Eaton, and Ken Eaton.
The previous winner was Mrs. Elinor Hatton.
The 1978-1977 winner was Jan Reinhardt.

For nearly twenty years, ladies’ daytime 
duplicate bridge was organized and directed by 
Belle Gill. She also established a trophy for the 
women’s duplicate players. Women’s Duplicate 
Bridge ran from October through April, meeting 
twice a month on Wednesdays from 9:45 A.M. 

until approximately 3:00 P.M. Players were 
expected to attend all sessions it they signed up.
Each session was played with a different partner.
The entry fee was twelve dollars plus one dollar
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per session to cover prizes. In 1975, the trophy 
winner was Mrs. George (Dorothy) Viault. 
Margretta Tobin won the duplicate bridge trophy 
in 1988 for the best total score o f nine of the 
thirteen daily games.

Ladies daytime bridge continued to have 
both duplicate and rubber bridge players. Ellie 
Mazzuchi won the Belle Gill duplicate trophy 
for the second time in 1990 and the third in 1991. 
She first won it in 1978. In more recent years, 
the ladies bridge programs have been limited to 
rubber bridge only.

Evening bridge consisted o f both rubber 
bridge and duplicate, until duplicate was dis-
continued in 1988. Rubber bridge became a 
regular part o f the weekly winter bridge nights 
at the Club during the 1960s and continues to 
the present. The Thursday evening social bridge 
attracted a record number of participants in 1992 
when forty-nine different pairs participated in 
the twenty-one session season. It became com-
mon to have six or more tables each week with 
some dedicated players missing only a few 
sessions during the year.

The numbers kept growing. By April 1994, 
thirty-two people gathered to fill eight tables for 
Thursday evening bridge. The organizers also 
developed a method to overcome the logistics 
problem caused when an extra pair showed up 
for play by having the dummies from the re-
maining tables rotate into play with the pair at 
the half table. By the end of the season, over fifty 
different pairs had joined in the weekly bridge 
sessions, and the group had decided to make 
bridge into a year-round activity with the pos-
sibility o f holding sessions by the pool on balmy 
summer evenings.

The popularity of Thursday evening bridge 
kept spreading. By 1995, over ten percent o f

the Manor members were at least occasional 
participants. Following a series of bridge lessons 
sponsored by the Club, even greater numbers of 
m em bers began com ing out on Thursday 
evenings to hone their skills and put what they 
learned into practice.

The recent renovation of the clubhouse put 
major stress on the bridge programs as the 
potential venues for bridge-playing slowly faded 
to none. Bridge players began meeting in the 
homes of members for informal play since no 
one could accommodate bridge parties o f the 
size that attended bridge sessions at the Club. 
The bridge players were most pleased when the 
Club reopened for operations, and they could 
resume their weekly sessions.

B ow ling

Duckpin bowling was invented around the 
turn of the century by John J. McGraw and Uncle 
Wilbert Robinson, baseball managers. “Look, 
they scatter just like ducks,” one of them said 
giving the sport its name. In southern New 
England and the Baltimore/Washington area, 
duckpin is preeminent over big or ten pin bowl-
ing. In contrast to tenpins, it is an imperfectible 
pursuit; a 300 game had never been rolled. 
Played on the same alley as its parent game, 
duckpins uses a ball only five inches in diameter 
and pins about nine and one half inches tall. 
Since the pins are placed on the same spots as 
regular bowling pins, the gaps are larger and the 
pin action is less automatic. The result is often 
a frustrating series o f splits. Strikes and spares 
are scored the same as in bowling, but the 
duckpin bowler gets a third roll in each frame if 
necessary. If  the bowler knocks down all the 
pins in three rolls, he or she scores ten. The
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bowler does not concentrate on strikes as much 
as on getting a good break with the first ball—  
something like breaking the rack in pool. The 
crucial balls in duckpins are the second and third.

As early as the 1930s, the Manor M en’s 
Bowling League bowled on Friday evenings. 
Manor men also participated in the Country Club 
Bowling League that, in 1935, consisted of 
eighteen teams, including one team of the golf 
pros from the member clubs that bowled at the 
Lucky Strike Alleys. Manor fielded two teams 
in the Country Club League.

The Manor Friday Night Mixed Duckpin 
League replaced the Friday Night M en’s League. 
It was begun in the mid-1950s by Caroline and 
Kenny Elbert with the help o f Helen and Larry 
Conner and a few others. Bowling continued to 
be the mainstay for exercise during the winter 
months for those not lucky enough to head 
South. At one time, the league engaged all the 
lanes at Glenmont Bowling Lanes each Friday 
at 9:00 P.M. Husbands and wives had to play on 
different teams. Team names were based upon 
a theme chosen for that season, e.g., drinks, golf, 
fish. After bowling, around midnight, many 
times couples would be invited back to the home 
of one couple for a late snack or meal. Bowling 
competition was fairly stiff in this league, and 
winners were often decided at the last match of 
the season. Beautiful prizes such as large silver 
trays, pitchers, or casseroles were awarded at 
the annual Bow ling Banquet. First place 
trophies were contributed by the Leemans 
family. Despite declining numbers, the Manor 
Friday Night League continued until it was 
terminated in 1987.

There was also a mixed interclub bowling 
competition and, in 1970, for the first time since 
the inauguration o f the A ll-S tar Interclub

matches, Manor Club won the championship in 
a cliff-hanging finish that edged out Lakewood 
by one point. These matches pitted Argyle, 
Brooke Manor, Lakewood, and Manor against 
one another in highly competitive and popular 
matches. Club representatives were chosen on 
the basis of the highest five averages of men 
and women bowlers. Manor’s winning team was 
Freda Wright, Bill Kenyon, Josie Dietrick, and 
Bob Bottomly. A steady decline in the number 
o f bowlers led to the the termination of the 
Interclub Competition.

In addition to the Mixed Interclub League, 
Manor women bowlers also competed in an 
Interclub League that met weekly. It became a 
favorite winter sport, and at one time, Manor 
had as many as eight teams competing in the 
league. Manor women found that they liked 
bowling so much they formed a Manor-only 
league that bowled once a week as well. Many 
o f the women played in both Interclub and 
Intraclub matches to gain a competitive edge. 
In 1970, the Women’s Country Club Bowling 
League ended their season with a luncheon at 
Congressional Country Club attended by more 
than 300 members. M anor’s first team was 
aw arded the first place trophy in the “A ” 
Division that year. Members o f the winning 
team were Norma Clark, Pat Caswell, Helen 
Conner, Grace Curry, and Mag Dorsey. Manor’s 
first team was again victorious in 1975 when 
Louise Foley, Helen Conner, Jean Smith, Fran 
Harris, and Audrey Butler won the “A” Division 

and trophy.
M anor w om en continued  to be very 

competitive in the Interclub League during the 
late 1980s. For the 1988-1989 season, there 
were twenty-eight teams from Argyle, Bethesda, 
Brooke Manor, C ongressional, Colum bia,
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Lakewood, Kenwood, and Prince G eorge’s 
divided into two divisions. Manor had two teams 
in “A” and five in “B.” Manor won both the 
“A” division and the “B” Division. The winning 
“A” team consisted o f Joyce Bond, Barbara 
DiMaio, Betty Sonntag, and Judy Aitkin. The 
W inning “B ” team  consisted  o f  Thelm a 
Montgomery, Bev Badders, Shirley Morgan, and 
Yona Dimaio. Manor was able to repeat its wins 
in the “B” Division in 1990, 1995, and 1996.

In bowling, the Manor women were again 
victorious in bringing home the first place trophy 
for the Women’s Country Club Bowling League 
following the 1993-94 season. The winning 
team was Betty Sonntag, Joyce Bond, Barbara 
DiMaio, and Nancy Thomas. Despite reduction 
in the overall size o f this bowling league, Manor 
continued to support it and fielded four teams 
in 1995 that played in each o f the league’s 
divisions. The “A” team that brought the trophy 
home in 1994 claimed it again in 1996.

In addition to Club bowling, one Manor 
member family went so far as to produce an all-

star bowler in their daughter. Pat Rinaldi, 
daughter of Nick and Vicky Rinaldi of Great Oak 
Road, was the 1979 All-Star Duckpin Champion. 
She was the nation’s number one ranked woman 
duckpin bowler for 1977-1979 and held four 
individual world records and one mixed doubles 
record. Partnered with Jeff Pyles ofHyattsville, 
Pat set a world record mixed doubles team 
average. Pat began bowling at age seven and 
from 1961 had impressed duckpin fans with the 
finest backswing in the sport and an enthusiastic 
desire to win. At eighteen, she was the youngest 
ever to qualify for the All-Star. In 1979, as an 
all-star qualifier for fourteen years, Pat rolled a 
world record eight-game score (1,296) and went 
on to break the fifteen-game world record with 
a 2,310 on her way to winning the title.

Bowling is not at the level it once enjoyed 
at Manor, but perhaps with its current resurgence 
in popularity and the influx of more and young 
members, Manor may yet again field m en’s 
teams and mixed teams.

A likely location of member bridge-playing.
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Notables at Manor Country Club

This chapter notes the Club’s early founding 
members and early athletic greats. The scarcity 
o f source materials for the early years o f Manor 
has made the research difficult, and the features 
o f the World Wide Web do not extend to 1920s 
and 1930s source material. Fortunately, some of 
Manor’s founding members and early athletic 
greats were o f such note that some biographical 
data was available.

F ou n d in g  M em bers o f  N ote  and  

A th letic  G reats

Dr. J acob W. B ird g rad u ated  from  the 
University o f Maryland and served two years in 
its hospital in Baltimore. He moved to Sandy 
Spring in 1909. He founded M ontgom ery 
General Hospital in 1920 in Dr. William Ma- 
gruder’s former home. At a time when there 
were no federal funds to support projects such 
as hospitals, he cajoled and sweet-talked the rural 
citizens into donating the necessary funds. 
According to Bird “It’s dangerous not to do 
things that have to be done.” He was founder of 
the Social Service League o f the Juvenile Court 
o f  M aryland, the M aryland State W elfare 
Department and was a member o f the Board of 
H ealth for many years. He also served as 
d irector o f  local banking institutions. The 
grateful citizens o f the community presented 
Bird with a new Dodge in 1959 as a token of

thanks for all of his service. Later, he and his 
wife were killed on October 25,1960 in this car 
in H untsville, A labam a on a long awaited 
vacation and to visit a son. Bird was 74.

T. Howard Duckett, one o f the central 
figures in the establishment of Manor Club, was 
one o f suburban Maryland’s foremost bankers, 
lawyers, and community leaders. He served in 
the army during the Spanish-American War. 
Following the war, he graduated from the 
Columbia University Law School, now part of 
George Washington University. After spending 
a few years in the West, he returned to the 
Washington area and joined his father in private 
law practice. He made his only run for elective 
office in 1911 as a candidate for state’s attorney 
in the Democratic primary. He lost but became 
a potent force behind the scenes in both county 
and state Democratic politics. Duckett became 
secretary of the bi-county sewage commission 
in 1913 and helped draft legislation to set up the 
Washington Suburban Sanitary Commission in 
1918. He was WSSC chairman from 1918 until 
1939 and general counsel until 1951. He also 
played a key role in the founding of the Maryland 
National Capital Park and Planning Commission 
and served on it from 1937 to 1951. the last eight 
years as vice chairman.

Duckett was also a founder and director of 
Prudential Building Association of Washington 
and the Hyattsville Bank and Trust Company
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established in 1915. He was that bank’s first 
counsel and was elected its president in 1935. 
In 1951, this bank and Suburban National Bank 
in Silver Spring merged into Suburban Trust 
Company with Duckett as chairman of the board 
and executive committee. When he became 
chairman emeritus in 1965, it was the fourth 
largest bank in the state.

Duckett’s favorite pastime was golf. He was 
Manor Country Club’s first president and re-
mained a member for many years. He later moved 
his membership to play golf at Burning Tree and 
also served as president there in the 1950s. He 
played golf until he was in his eighties.

Henry F. Gibbs was the son o f the Peoples 
Drug Store founder and took over from E. 
Brooke Lee and T. Howard D uckett when 
Sixteenth Street Highlands went bankrupt in the 
1930s. He was a graduate in chem ical en-
gineering from Johns Hopkins University. Gibbs 
was an executive with the Washington Light 
Company in the 1930s until he entered the army. 
During World War II, Gibbs served his country 
well and was discharged in 1947 with the rank 
of Colonel. He was recalled to duty in 1952 
serving once again in the Signal Corps in Japan 
and Korea. Two years later, he was discharged 
again from the army. Shortly thereafter, he died 
in a tragic fire in his home in Tucson, Arizona.

E. Brooke Lee was the great grandson of 
Richard Henry Lee, a signatory o f the Declar-
ation of Independence. E. Brooke Lee also had 
Blair lineage and had been bom in Blair House 
across from the W hite House. His father, 
Maryland’s first elected U.S. Senator, was an 
early member of Manor as was his son, P. Blair 
Lee, who served as Governor o f Maryland. His 
daughter, Elizabeth L. Scull, became President 
o f the Montgomery County Council.

E. Brooke Lee

A graduate o f Princeton and Georgetown 
Law School, E. Brooke Lee served in the army 
during World War I with the rank of Lieutenant. 
After that war, he remained in the Maryland 
National Guard and once again commanded that 
unit in European combat during World War II, 
achieving the rank o f Colonel. He was elected 
State Comptroller in 1919, his only successful 
statewide bid for office. He was appointed 
Secretary o f State o f Maryland in 1923 by Gov. 
A lbert C. Ritchie. In 1926, he entered the 
Maryland House o f Delegates. Later that year, 
he was elected Speaker o f the House and held 
that post until he left the legislature in 1930.

E. Brooke Lee was Montgomery County’s 
de facto architect-in-chief during the 1920s until 
the 1950s, three decades o f amazing county 
growth. In addition to being Chairman o f the 
Montgomery County Democratic Party, he was 
named Chairman o f the M aryland National 
Capital Park and Planning Commission (M-
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NCPPC) in 1927 when it was created by the 
General Assembly. He was also responsible for 
the establishment o f the Montgomery Liquor 
Control System. He did not want too many 
taverns, so until the early 1960s, there were only 
three places where a drink could be purchased: 
The Olney Inn, The Normandy Inn, and Old 
Angler’s Inn. He organized the County Police 
Department; most other counties were policed 
by the Sheriff’s Department. He was also a 
Regent o f the University o f Maryland.

On his golf, E. Brooke Lee commented that 
he played a little golf: “I was a long but not very 
accurate driver, fair with the irons on long shots, 
and very poor on the approach shots and in 
putting. My memory is that I broke 100 once. 
Duckett, on the other hand, was a reasonably 
good golfer, shooting in the high eighties.”

E. Brooke Lee retired to the business of 
ra is ing  cattle  on his 3 ,300 acre estate in

Damascus, Maryland and died on his farm at 
ninety-one October 4, 1984.

Tuffy Leemans starred with the New York 
Giants for nine seasons after leaving George 
Washington University. He was inducted into 
the Hall of Fame in Canton, Ohio on July 29,
1978. When notified of his election he said,
“ ... I didn’t really think I’d ever make it. There 
are so many other guys who deserve to be there 
but didn’t make it. You know, it’s quite a feeling 
to think that you now belong among the best 
football players of all time. Money can never 
take the place o f what a man achieves.”

He was one of the finest backs in the NFL.
He ran, kicked, passed, and played what would 
now be free safety on defense in the days of sixty- 
minute football. Although he was used sparingly 
in his first 2 games with the Giants, Leemans 
became the NFL’s leading rusher his rookie year 
with 830 yards. His retirement in 1943 was 107 
brought on by an injury that left him with a hearing 
defect, which also prevented his enlistment into 
the armed forces during World War II.

Subsequently, Leemans was a backfield 
coach at George Washington and an assistant to 
Joe Gallager at St. John’s during the Cadets’ 
years of domination of local high school football.
He also coached Bishop John Carroll High 
School and was the first local high school coach 
to schedule a scrimmage with an all-black 

school, Armstrong.
Leem ans served  as p residen t o f  the 

Touchdown Club in 1957. At one time, he 
owned a cleaning establishment and a bowling 
alley in Wheaton. He died January 19. 1979 after 
suffering a heart attack in Miami, Florida. Manor 
Country Club honored Tufty Leeman/s football 
career by dedicating the “Tuffy Leemans 
Corner” the following May 1979.
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“ S a m ” R ic e

Edgar Charles “Sam” Rice (Note: Rice 
always used “Sam” because a baseball reporter 
quoted Clark Griffith as saying he had bought a 
“fellow named Rice” but added the “Sam” not 
knowing his first name.)

“Sam” Rice, elected to the National Baseball 
Hall of Fame in Cooperstown, New York in 1963, 
played for the Washington Senators from 1915 to 
1933. He retired at the age of 44 in 1934 after one 
year with Cleveland. In his career, he was one of 
the great hitters of all time, a .322 lifetime batting 
average and 2,987 hits; he played all but 1 year 
with the Washington Senators and in 1924 made 
one of the great catches in World Series history.

The 1925 season was R ice’s m ost out-
standing year ending in a World Series where

he had twelve hits, a .364 batting average, and a 
catch that made baseball history. It was in the 
third game of the World Series against the Pirates 
that “Sam” raced back to right field, back- 
handed the ball and fell into the temporary 
bleachers. Fans made an equal number of claims 
that the ball was caught or not. “The umpire ruled 
it an out” is all that Rice would say. For forty- 
nine years it remained a secret until a letter, 
written in 1965 by Rice, was opened upon his 
death in 1974. “At no time did I lose possession 
o f the ball” revealed Rice in the world’s longest 
awaited replay. Rice always loved to keep people 
guessing.

R ice, a “ sc ra tc h ” golfer, won m any 
championships from the 1920s to the 1960s 
including some at Manor. In his prime as a golfer, 
he won the D is tric t G o lf A sso c ia tio n ’s 
championship for left handers.

On July 3,1973, Manor honored its Baseball 
Hall o f Fame member by dedicating the “Sam” 
R ice C orner in the then m en ’s g rill as a 
permanent part o f the fireplace niche. Local 
sports writers, Shirley Povich, Merrill Whit-
tlesey (also a M anor member), and Morrie 
Siegel, along with sportscaster Dan Daniels, 
handled the accolades.

Rice's lifetime American League Record 
Years Teams Games AB R H 2B 3B HR Average 

20 Washington 2,404 9,269 1,515 2,987* 497 184 34 .322

& Cleveland

* 13 hits short o f  automatic induction into the Hall o f Fame.

William E. Richardson, an original founder 
o f Manor, was a Washington, D.C. native. He 
was bom in 1881 into a family that had been in 
the area since 1649. Richardson was educated 
in local schools and was admitted to the District 
o f Columbia Bar in 1902. In his prime, he was 
said to be one o f the town’s top ten golfers. It is
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perhaps his dedication to the game o f golf that 
led to his association with Foreston Manor Club, 
the predecessor of Manor. It was Richardson 
who signed the deed for the purchase o f the land 
that became Manor Club.

As a lawyer, he was a member of the law 
firm Raison, Siddons, and Richardson. He was 
named the first Chief Judge o f the Washington 
Municipal Court o f Appeals, and his portrait was 
hung in that courtroom following his death.

Because o f his family’s long association with 
the District, he became President o f the Society 
o f Natives and was named to the Association of 
Oldest Inhabitants.

Charles H. Zeller was another member of 
the “Syndicate” and was a longtime figure of 
influence on Manor Country Club. He was the 
designer and the overseer for the construction 
o f the Manor Water Works and was a dominant 
player in the planning and building of the dam 
for the lake still located in front o f the eleventh 
green. His most tangible contribution to Manor 
endures in the more than 30 houses he designed 
and built in the community. He was a member 
o f Manor from 1925 until his death in 1979 at 
age 87.

Zeller was a man o f multiple talents and 
skills whose achievements were all the more 
impressive because he was largely self-taught. 
His formal education ended before he was 
fourteen years old, but he became, successively 
and successfully, a landscape designer and 
builder o f many o f Washington’s best-known

restaurants and night clubs in the 1930s, 1940s, 
and 1950s. For a time in the early 1950s, Zeller 
was a member of the “Syndicate” that owned 
the undivided land and many of the undeveloped 
lots in the community.

Zeller enlisted in the army in 1917 and 
served in the 78th (Jersey Lightning) Division 
on active duty with the American Expeditionary 
Force as a combat engineer (“Guys with size- 
48 jackets and size-6 hats,” he joked, because 
he clearly was not made to that pattern) until 
the Armistice. That service aroused his interest 
in the domestic architecture of the English and 
Norman countrysides which influenced him to 
base the design of nearly all o f his pre-1942 
residences in the community upon those styles. 
The house that Zeller designed and built in 1930 
as his own personal residence, located on the 
tenth fairway, is the unmistakable legacy of that 
early experience.

Charlie Zeller and Grace Robinson were 
married in 1917 just before he shipped overseas 
for World War I. It was the only lengthy 
separation of their 62-year marriage. The Zellers 
lived on the tenth fairway until 1974 when they 
were among the early Manor members to trek 
eastw ard over Georgia Avenue to settle in 
Leisure World. Although in ill-health in his later 
years, Zeller designed and made jewelry that 
incorporated the opals and other gemstones that 
he carefully shaped and polished. He remained 
creative and active, as he had been first and last, 
throughout his life.

109



M A N O R  C O U N T R Y  C L U B

n o

PHOTOGRAPHY CREDITS 

Susan Anderson: 92.

Ingrid Barnes: 45.

Peggy Barnhill: 66, 77.

Grace Coleman: 15, 44, 95, 96,97.

Brendan Mattingly: title page, 23, 24, 54, 58, 61,70, 83, 84, 92. 

Alice Mennitt: 44.

Thelma Montgomery: 20,21, 23.

Chris Rice: 39, 59, 60.

Bill Taylor: 59.

Frances Call: Rendering of 14731 Crossway Road on p. 46.





tar
nI




	C O N T E N T S
	Dear Reader:
	Past Presidents of Manor Country Club
	P R E F A C E
	I N T R O D U C T I O N
	1 Formation and Developmentof Manor Country Club
	2 Social Life at Manor
	3 Manor Park
	4 Golf At Manor
	5 Manor Tennis
	6 Manor’s Swim and Dive History
	7 Fun and Games
	8 Notables at Manor Country Club

